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CHAPTER I. 

A Scene of Mortality^ 

X HE latter end of September, Mrs, 
Clarke, a widow woman, whofe narrow 
circumfVanccs obliged her to let lodgings, 
ivas fo fortunate (as fhe then termed it) 
to have her apartments taken at her own 
price by a very good-looking middle- 
aged man; who, to obviate any doubts 
that Ihe might have refpefting his being 
a ftranger, advanced a month's rent, and, 
preparing her to receive a fick woman and 
a child, defired her to provide a nurfe for 
the former, as fhe engaged to fuperintend 
TOL. I. B all 
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all the attendance he wilhed for himfelf and 
the latter : and, havi^ig given her a couple 
of guineas to lay out in what neceflaries 
might be immediately wanting, left her to 
fetch the woman and child. 

The ftranger had dropped no hint that 
the perfon, ' who was to occupy the 'i^art- 
ments, was his wife^ neither had he faid Ihe 
was not fo.— Mrs. Clarke was fcrupulous 
.and particular in her own principles ; but 
her lodgings were empty, they had, un- 
luckily, been fo all the fummer \ the winter 
was approaching; during that feafon fiic 
had fcldom tenants for them, an^^necefiity 
rendered her lefs inquifitive than, iS more 
eafy circumflances, (he would have been ; 
Ihe was prevented afking queftions, by the 
fear of having them anfwered in a way that 
would oblige .her to forego an advantage fhe 
could not well do without. 

In two hours, from the time he Iqft her, 
a hackney-coach fet down at her door an 
elderly woman in the lafl: (lage of a con- 
fumption, a pretty little girl of three or,^ 
four years old, a portmanteau, a fmall 
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trunk, and the aforefaid gentleman* Luc- 
kily, Mrs. Clarke was a woman who mad€ 
a point of fulfilling her engagements ; for, 
the affiduity, with which fhe had prepared 
their rooms and procured a nurfe, was 
rendered neceffary by the extreme weak- 
nefs of the poor invalid, who was direftly 
got to bed, and a neighbouring apothecary 
fummoned to her aJTiftance, 

^The gentleman, with apparent concern, 
waited his decifion y and, on a Phyfician's 
being recommended, begged (bieing, as he 
faid, a ftranger) the apothecary would give 
him the addrefs of the moft eminent; adding, 
that he would go himfelf to procure his 
immediate attendance. As fooh as he was 
fijrnilhed with direftions, he fet off, in hafte, 
accompanied by the apothecary, and Mrs* 
Clarke was beginning to fcrapc acquaint-- 
ance with her little charge, when her at- 
tention was called to a buftle at her door, 
where (he met, to her furprife and concern, 
Mr. Linton, the apothecary, returning, af- 
fifted by fome accidental paffengers, with 
the lifclefs body of her new lodger: a vein 
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was immediately opened, but without efFeft : 
a fit of apoplexy had put a period to his 
cxiftence, and he breathed no more. 

The confufion, fuch an event raifed in the 
hpufe, reached the fick perfon; and, the 
nurfe incautioufly telling her the'caufe, it 
threw her into faintings, from which ftic 
never recovered fufficiently to Ipeak to be 
undcrftood^ although Ihe lived three days. 

Among others, whofe curiofity was ex- 
cited by this awful and fatal circumftance, 
was the Rev. John Dalton, a popular prea- 
cher, belonging to a methodift conven- 
ticle in the neighbourhood. — ^Mrs. Clarke, 
as well 4s the nurfe, were his conftant 
hearers,, and begged his prayers with the 
dying wcman^ who, a fhort time before 
ihe expired, gave proofe fhe was fenfible 
of his facrcd funftion and her own fituation, 
by making figns to have the infant and 
trunk brought her, both which Ihe put into 
his hands, and, appearing then more com- 
pcfed and rcfigncd, was, in a few moments, 
reltaftd out of her pain, 

— ' . ^ The 
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The trunk appeared heavy enough to 
quiet, in fome meafure, the apprehcnfions 
of the reverend teacher; othcrwife, the 
facred bequeft, and the folcmn mannef m 
which it was made, would not have beca 
the moft acceptable thing in the world to 
him. — Poor Mrs. Clarke, as foon as (he 
found fhe could not difturb the dying wo- 
man, began loudly to lament herfelf at 
having a couple of people to bury, of 
whofe names, conneftions, and even coun- 
try, fhe was ignorant, and whole baggage 
was too trifling to anfwer the funeral ex- 
pences, which would half ruin her to de* 
fray, having a very fmall penCon, as widow 
of a carpenter of a man of war, and what 
Ihe could make of her lodgmgs,. to fupport 
herfelf and daughter, whom ftie had put ap- 
prentice to a millener. 

This reflcftion fuggefted the idea of 
iearching the pockets of both the deceafed; 
in the man's was found a gold watch and 
chain with three feals, viz. a coat of arms, a 
crell, and a cipher, (H. T.) feven guineas, 
fome filver, 5nd a fmall key, which Dalton 
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took, as belonging to the trunk ; and, ha-r 
ving half opened it, he fhut it again imme- 
diately, declaring it was full of" old pa- 
pers, which he would look over when he 
got home, and, as it had pleafed the Lord 
thus fignally to deprive the innocent child 
of its natural friends, he would take the 
prefent care of her himfelf. 

To be fure, he had a large family of his 
own, and hard enough he found it to 
fupport them; but what of that? Deeds 
of charity, like thofe of virtue, were their 
own reward; nay, he would go farther, 
he would take what efFefts there were, 
and pay all the expences of their re- 
J[pe6tive funerals, and every other that was 
already incurred : if there were enough to 
reimbuffe him it would be well ; if not, 
God would pay him. — The women were 
loft in admiration of his piety and cha- 
rity i when, to avoid the cenfures of evil- 
minded people, he dircfted them to 'take 
an inventory of the things, the property 
of the defunft: a prudent precaution, 
though not abfolutely ncceffary, for the 

witneflcs 
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witneffes were well acquainted, (torn me- 
mory, with every particular, but that which 
he faid required none, viz. the fmall truak, 
which he fufFcrcd not to go out of his own 
hands. 

Having given what farther direftions he 
thought proper, a coach was ordered, in 
which he conveyed the child, the trunk, and 
himfelf, to his own habitation. 

When Mr. Dal ton faid he had a large 
family of his own, he had (which was not 
always the cafe) Ipoken the truth j having 
a fat, handfome, wife, five daughters, and 
two fons, with a fmall income ; fo that, when 
he got home, Mrs. Dalton was not over 
fenfible of the neceffity there was for this 
extraordinary exertion, of a charitable dif- 
pofition in her hufhand. To fay the truth, 
though nobody could preach it better, or 
enforce it with ftronger argument, there 
was very little of that meek-eyed virtue 
in the doftor's (as he was called) prafticc. 
It is, therefore, not to be wondered at, that 
Mrs. Dalton was both angry and furprifed 
at this firft inftance of that amiable virtue. 

B 4 He 
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He foon, however, contrived to reconcile 
her to the trouble and expence of this little 
addition to her family ; and when, after 
communing with her hujQband, fhc looked 
at the fwcet babe, then afleep, it was fo 
lovely, and had fomething fo genteel, fo 
much above the common run -of children, 
about it, not to feel for its diftrefs was im- 
pofiible ; (he had children of her own, and 
God knew how foon fhc might be taken from 
them, fhe would, therefore, certainly be a 
mother to the dear innocent. — ^It was, ac- 
cordingly, put to bed, after which Mr. 
Dalton and his rib, whether from the con- 
fcioufnefs of a right aft, or from any other 
pleafing occurrence of the day, ^ent the 
remainder of the evening in high good hu- 
jciour with each other, adding to their ufual 
draught of porter a bafon of warm punch> 
and retired to reft with better Ijpixits than 
they had ever before done. 

The next morning our little heroine was 
introduced, in a very engaging light, to her 
new acquaintance j flie had been long im- 
mured, without room to ^xercife, or play- 
fellows 
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fellows to amufc her. Dakon*s children 
were three of th6m of an ^ge to be her 
companions, and they had a large garden 
to range in : delighted with fuch a pleafing 
change Ihe prattled and carefled them by 
turns, exhibiting, in her lively fallies, gredt 
good humour, and vifible traces of having 
received her firft impreflions in genteel life. 
Unconfcious of the lofs (he had fuftainedy 
and intoxicated with the dolls and toys 
(though not very coftly ones) which the 
Dalton's poffefled, ihe thought of nothing 
clfe till bed-time j then a hearty cry after 
papa and nurfe for fome time rendered her 
fretful, but fleep foon filenced her little 
Ibrrow : for (bme days, bed- time was her 
hour of afflidtion ; but, that wearing off 
by degrees, all memory of the paft waslod, 
nor could they, by any exertion in their 
power, draw from her the fumame of her 
parents; her own, fhe told them, was 
Anna; if fhe wanted any thing, it was 
*' give It Anna,'* or " let Anna have it,'' 
•but, her ideas were fo infantine, they could 
learn nothiiff from her innocent talk thit 
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could lead to any difcovcry of where fhe 
came from or whom Ihc belonged to. As 
Ihe never mentioned a mother, they conclu- 
ded the woman who died to be her nurfe, 
and the man her father, both of whom were 
decently interred j and, in a week after, an 
advertifement was inferted in one morn- 
ing paper, by Mr. Dalton, in the following 
terms : 

Whereas, on the 2^th day of Septem-- 
beTy a man and woman took a lodging 
in the Hampjiead roady where the man 
'^ died of an apopleSlic fit the fame dajy 
'* and the woman of the fright occafioned 
by ity leaving a female child: whoever 
art related to the faid man or woman, 
and will toMe the child awayy may apply 
^* to the Rev. John Dalton, Tottenhan>- 
*^ court -road.*' 

My reader may, perhaps, conceive the 
contents of the trunk might have put the 
parfon in a furer method of finding whom 
the orphan belonged to, but in that he would 
be deceived, for it contained no fort of in-, 
formation of the kind, or, indeed, Jiny other 

' but 
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but what he fully refolvcd to conceal with 
the moll guarded fccrefy, and that was the 
cxa6t fum of fourteen hundred guineas^ in 
fourteen fmall canvafs bags, all marked lOO 
alike, fave that, in one, belides the money, 
were three valuable diamond rings, and a lock 
of hair folded up in lawn paper, with "My 
" ever-dear Anna's, H. T." written upon it^ 
1 wifh I could, with truth, fay thefe things 
were concealed with a laudable intention of 
reltoring them, or that his inquiries after the 
child's original were made with that earnefl- 
nefs it would have been had thofe valuables- 
not been in Dalton's pofleflion. — But I fear 
the reverfe will be proved ! the temptation 
was ftrong, the tempted weak ! avarice is a 
dangerous, it is an encroaching, vice !— ; — - 
Dalton had not any immediate intention of 
converting to his own ufe the money j but, 
when once the glittering bait was fecure in 
his pofleflion, and no witnefs or perfon to 
demand it but an innocent child, (who could 
not now poflibly want it,) he overcame the 
difEculty of being juft, when juftice would 
tave deprived him of fourteen hundred 
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guineas j and, arguments being ready to cor- 
roborate partial idea5, this pair perfuaded 
themfelves, in retaining money they could> 
'at any time, reftore, they were not injuring 
any other perfon, while they were materially 
benefiting their own family. 



CHAPTER IL 

A Metbodift Preacher.. 

JVIr. John Dalton> whom I have intro- 
duced fo early to my readers, will cut fo 
confiderable a figure in the fucceeding 
pages, that I think it neceflary they fhould 
know fomething of the perfon with whom 
they are likely to be more intimately ac- 
quainted. 

He was the fon of a journeyman car- 
penter, in a large town in South Wales, 

and. 



ANNA. 13 

and, being a boy of an aftivc turn, was ad- 
jnittcd into a free grammar-fchool by 
the preceptor, for the double purpofe of 
cleaning his fhoes and fweeping the fchool- 
room : here he picked up a fmatterin«y of 
dead languages, and, by a fervile attention 
to the fon of a dignified clergyman, after- 
wards bilhop of the diocefs, got fo much 
into his good graces, that, by his means, 
he was, to the furprifc of every body who- 
knew him, ordained. 

A late celebrated methodift teacher, was 
it is known^ fond of procuring men, for his 
miflion, who were in orders j and Dalton, 
confidering, perhaps, a prophet has no ho- 
nour in his own country, where indeed, 
he had not the leaft profpecSt of even a 
cure, pleaded a call of the fpirit, . and, in- 
lifting under his banner, was ordered to a 
town in the weft of England ; there he 
fucceeded fo well as to get a good liveli- 
lihood, and fo ingratiated himfdf into the 
favour of a widow of good circumftances, 
that, after various confiderations, ftie waved- 
her firft intentions, of taking the good man 

for 
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for her bbdily, as well as Ipiritual, guide, 
in favour of her daughter, . a pretty, inno- 
cent, girl of fixteen, with a thoufand pounds 
kft by her father; indeed, fome people 
affirm, that the old lady's having her in- 
come during her widowhood only was the 
realbn the doftor^ did fuch violence to his 
Ipiritual feeKngs as to accept for his help- 
mate, a young creature, who had not yet 
profeffed the religion of which he was fo fer- 
vent a fupporter, when it was well known 
he might have contraded himfelf to a 
holy matron, whofe mornings, evenings, 
and even midnights, were often devoted to 
the pious fervice of the church. 

But, whatever were his inducements, the 
limple faft was as I have related it: he 
married die young woman with the appro- 
bation of her mother. He was not, how- 
ever, equally fortunate with the few inhabi- 
, tants of the place, who did not profefs me- 
thodifm, and who chofe to teftify their dif- 
like of the old lady's difpofal of her hand- 
fome daughter, by taking fome liberties 
\^ ith her houfc and windows not quite within 

the 
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the letter of the law. Nor were they more 
ceremonious with the dodbor, who had the 
mortification of feeing the tabernacle de- 
molifhed^ and of being obliged to quit, 
under cover of the night, his friends and 
fcUow-fufferers. 

A thoufand pounds. in^ his pocket, and a 
handfome wife in his hand, were not fins 
of fo crying a nature in the eyes of his 
chief in London as they had been in thofe 
of the ignorant weft-country folks. He 
found himfclf not worfe received for the 
perfecution he had undergone, and had 
foon reafon to rejoice at an event which 
cftabliftied him in one of the firft meetings 
in LondoiT. 

Here, then, the powers of Dalton had 
their full fcope. — ^To ftrong voice, a pri- 
mitive look, a lank thin perfon, and a large 
wig, he added the cunning and cant of an 
itinerant preacher ; and, with thofe qualifi- 
cations, he foon became the favourite of all 
the old women and maids who frequented his 
conventicle. — ^His wife, ignorant and un- 
informed, caught the prejudices, as weU as 

manners. 
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manners, of thofcfhc afibcrated with: Ibc 
. thoxjght her hufband the very faint he pro- 
fefled himfclf, bred every year, grew fat and 
indolent, defpifing with her lips the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world, whilft a 
gay gown or a fmart cap could, at any time, 
fteal her attention from her prayers ; and 
the joy of her heart was good eating and 
drinking; in this (he was very often indulged^ 
by the continual entertainments to which 
they were invited by the difciples of hejr 
hufband. 

She was a good mother, a faithful wife, 
and, confidering the company Ihe kept, a 
fincere friend : harmlefs and inoffenfive 
by nature, ihe was taught to believe it me- 
ritorious, if her right cheek was fmitten by 
her hufband to turn to him her left alfo : 
his will was the law of her aftions j and, as 
his darling purfuit was money, and his con- 
flant theme to her the diftrefs fhe and her 
family would be expofed to if he died be- 
fore her, fhe imperceptibly imbibed an ava- 
ricious turn, conformable to his difpofitiott 
but not her own* 

The 
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The thoufand pounds, her fortune, had 
been no. otherwife changed than in the 
transfer from the name of her guardians to 
his ; and moft years he contrived, what with 
colleftions and prefents, to make both ends 
meet without touching the intereft. 

Indeed his talents and induftry were mu- 
tually calculated to make the moft of every 
poflible advantage that offered > and, while 
his hearers fancied they were forwarding 
their own falvation by their liberality to the 
preacher, he was moft afliduoufly lying in 
wait for every avenue to their confciences 
that could be turned to his own intereft. 
If a tailor were feized with a devout 
fit, he was foon given to underftand what 
a difgrace to the congregation it was to 
fee their minifter in fo fhabby a coat ; did 
a hofier invite him to dinner, ten to one 
but the reverend vifitor had holes vifibly 
coaxed in his ftockings ; and a linen-draper 
was fure to fee him in a dirty fhirt, be- 
caufe his ftock was too fmall to laft round 
a week's wafli ; then his large family was a 
^onftant topic, and his fmall income ever 
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in high lamentation againft quarter-day. 
Many and various were the Ihifts and in- 
ventions of this good man to lay his flock 
under contribution, in which he was fo fuc- 
cefsful, that he has been known to be fell- 
ing in one part of the town what he had 
begged in the other; conftantly faying, 
" He that giveth to the poor iendeth to the 
« Lord!'* 

But, notwithftanding fo divine a tener, 
which was continually on his lips, nothing 
could be farther from his heart than. the 
idea that preaching and praftice fhould go , 
togetljcr. At the time our little heroine was 
thrown in his way, he was wavering between 
two points, each of them leading to the grand 
concern of his life — money. 

A builder, who had taken a large fpace 
of ground, where he had engaged to eredfc 
feveral houfcs, had laid the foundation of a 
chapel, which he offered to Dalton on con- 
fideration of his advancing one thoufand 
pounds towards finifhing it, and to {hare the 
profits between them. 

Th<5 
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The plan was flattering, and the harvcft, 
if it fucceedcd, immenfe. — ^He calculated 
the number it would hold, the price of the 
tickets for the different pews, with the pro- 
fits of the burials and the vifitations, and his 
heart bounded at the fum it would produce. 
On the other hand, if it fliould not fucceed, 
what would become of his thoufand pounds 
funk in the building, where both principal 
and intereft would be lofl ? 

In fuch a dilemma any prudent man would 
be cautious, but Dalton was miferable.— 
Elated with the hope of obtaining riches, he 
no fooner refolved on the partnerfhip, than 
the fear of parting with his money rent his 
very foul, and, under the dominion of that 
fear, the inftant he determined to keep it in 
fafcty where it was, the chapel, finilhed, 
confccrated, and filled, prefented itfelf, with 
all its profits and emoluments, to his tor- 
tured imagination. 

At this critical period, chance, which he 
mtfnamed Providence, put it in his power 
to gratify his wifhes, and preferve, untouch- 
ed, his own property ; one only difficulty 
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ftartcd, ihould the child be owned and the 
money claimed: — ^well, if either fhould 
happen, how could it be proved he had 
them ? The perfon who had intrufted them to 
him was no longer capaple of giving pofitivc 
evidence, and the glorious uncertainty of 
the law admitted not, in pecuniary matters, 
of a circumftantial one : he could not then 
be obliged to pay the money till quite con- 
veniem to himfelf i and, when it was, he 
. aflurcd his wife he would refund it without 
being obliged : this point being fettled, the 
money was adyanced to the builder, viz,, 
one thoufand pounds, the remainder put 
into the Bank, and Dalton left happy in the 
accomplifhmcnt of more than he had dared 
to wifh for. 
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CHAPTER III 



*£bs Mabodiji continued^ 

J3aLTON had many reafons for cn^ 
joining fccreqr to the builder ; and, in or- 
der to be out of the way of impertinent in- 
quirers, (one of which was Mrs. Clarke, 
who felt herfelf fo much interefted in the 
fate of our orphan, that flie let not a day pafs 
without vifiting her, nor ever went but with 
fome little purchafe of cakes, fruits, or 
toys,) he refolved to move his refidence, as 
the keeping alive the remembrance of the 
event, that had been in its confequences fo 
pleafing to him, was, of all things, what 
he leaft defired. 

'Mrs. Clarke he could not aifront, for 
Ihe had more claims than one on his civi- 
lity ; poor and neceflitous as were her cir- 
cumftancesj flic was always very liberal to 

him^ 
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him 5 and, whenever hcrpurfe would afford 
a bit of any thing better than common, it 
was fhared with Mrs. Dalton. 

Although a religious woman, ihc was far 
from bing offenfively ftrixft in her actions 
or converfation i and fo certain was Dal- 
ton of the integrity of her difpofition, that 
he ventured to indulge himfelf at herhoufe 
in a luxury he could not, for fear of difco- 
very, enjoy at his own. All his prayers and 
felf-denials had not been able to conquer a 
love which he, in his early days, had im- 
bibed for a game of whift, it had been en- 
deared to him when a fchool-boy by fupply- 
ing his pocket, and, as he had played with 
tolerable fuccefs, the picking up of a few 
pence rendered it ftill a defirable amufe- 
ment: for this gratification, he relaxed a 
little with his (launch friend, Mrs. Clarke, 
who, conceiving no fin in playing a game 
of cards, was the readier to acquit him of 
any^ Harmlels as it was, he was in conti- 
nual dread of difcovery; and all his views 
now centering in the dear chapel, he re- 
folvcd to move near it, and, by that means, 

drop 
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drop his friend, and be on the fpot, an 
eye-witnefs to the rapidity of its improve- 
ments. 

An inducement to this ftep foon after oc-^ 
currcd, as unwelcome as unexpefted. Cau- 
tious as he had been in the chapel-fcheme, 
it fomehow or other tranfpired, and reached 
the ears of his employer, whofe good will 
towards his deputies, fo far from following 
the profperous only, always decreafed as 
they rofc in the eftimation of their refpec- 
tive congregations. 

He had fcen with the eye of jealouf]^ 
the crowds that attended Dalton's meeting, 
and, dreading the growing popularity of a 
rival, fo eligibly fituated as the new chapel 
promifed, contrived to pick a religious 
quarrel with our adventurer; and, having 
proved before a feleft veftry, that the re- 
verend John Dalton had rendered himfelf 
unworthy of the rank he held in their feft, 
by profanely playing three games at cards 
in the houfe of Martha Clarke, he was 
difmifled the fociety in difgrace ; and this 
fcntence was read publicly in all the de- 
vout 
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vout aflcmblies in the kingdom, as well as 
that of his aflbciate, Mrs. Clarke, who, to 
her infinite forrow, was excommunicated 

This terrible blow was followed by one 
muck more fo. — The builder, to whom he 
advanced the thoufand pounds, decamped, 
without performing any part of his con- 
trad:, leaving the chapel unfiniflied, and, 
what was ftill worfe, without giving the 
poor parfon a clear title to the premifes, 
thereby putting it out of his power (had 
Jie been fo inclined) to employ another 
perfon to complete what the firft had fo 
inaufpicioufly begun. 

It has been faid, if, in the worft of mif- 
fortunes, we were to feek confolation from 
reafon we (hould feel a relief, in fome Ihapc 
or other, from the very evil that afflifts us. 
•^Thus Mr. Dalton, and confequently his 
wife, found comfort in reflefting it was 
not their own money they had loft ; they 
were yet four hundred guineas in pocket : 
jior was this all, for a jolly good-humoured 
clergyman of the Church of England, more 
benevolent than ftrift, and more compaf- 

fionatc 
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fionatc than pious, hearing of Dalton's mif- 
fortune, aad that he had a very large fa- 
mily, who were involved in their father's 
diftrefs, after fome few inquiries into his 
morals and capability, engaged him as his 
curate, in a populous part of the town, ac 
a fettled falary of fixty pounds per annum, 
and fent his cldcft boy to Chrift's HolpitaL 

This event was confidered by the Dal- 
tons as the greateft piece of good fortune ; 
and, as they were now to move in a more 
eligible fphere, a hundred pounds more 
were expended in furniture, clothes, and 
other neceffaries, fo that the traces of the 
poor methodift parfoii were no longer feen 
in their appearance. 

He was then treated with more refpeft 
by the world in general 5 and as he kept 
to the kind of preaching he was accuftomed 
to, it brought a full congregation to the 
church where he officiated. His deficiency 
, in point of learning and abilities appeared 
to be made up by his religious zeal, and 
recommended him to the parifhioners, to 
whom he pleaded his poverty, and a large 

VOL, u Q family^ 
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family. In a genteeler ftyle, but with the 
fame fuccefs he had before done among the 
more fcrupulous feft from whom he had 
been difcharged with fuch marks of holy 
abhorrence. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



jin Accident. 

WThEN Mrs Dalton was fettled in her 
new habitation, her intended inquiries after 
a fchool for her daughters were anticipated 
by the fight of a large board, fignifying in 
gilt letters, over the fide -door of a chand- 
ler's fhop, that " Tong ladeys were hedi- 
" cated herei with a " N. B, dancing 
" tout-y' and the Mifs Daltons being now 
unqueftionably young ladies, they, together 
with Anna^ were fent to this fcminary of e- 

ducation^ 
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dtication, which confilled in fpelling badly 
worcls of two fyllables, with needlework in 
proportion: as to dancing it was neither 
agreeable to Dalton's profeffions or fuitable 
to his finances to have his children learn k, 
though. Anna was continually holding out 
her frock and making courcTies to tempt 
him. Her lively genius gave early fpeci- 
mens of what it was capable of, compaffing 
what learning the fchool afforded with in- 
credible rapidity: ever firft at book and 
work, flie was likcwife fii*ft at play : and here, 
fince an opportunity of fpeaking to their 
good name will feldom offer, let me do 
jufbice to Mr. Dalton and his wife, who 
fhewcd not the leafl: partiality to their own 
children, but treated the little orphan with 
equal tendernefs, care, and affeftion, which 
were returned by her with the fame fondnefs 
they experienced from their own. 

Anna continued here, without any ma^ 
terial incident either to them or her, three 
years, improving every day. She was a 
fine chubby little girl when they took her 
firft, but Ihe then began to promife fome- 
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thing more; her features were regular 
and handfome, her complexion clear, and 
her countenance fo inexpreffibly pleafing, 
that, though a great romp, fhe was a ge^ 
ncral favourite, particularly with the go- 
vernefs, as the perfon was called who re- 
ceived her fixpence every Monday. Her 
fampler was exhibited as a pattern of good 
w^ork, and, with what very poor inftrudions 
it was in the woman's power to give her, 
ihe read with fuch eafe and propriety as 
aftonifhed both Dalton and his wife. 

At this period an accident happened 
that gave a new turn to the fortune of my 
heroine. — Running with more agility than 
care acrofs the ftreet from fchool, which 
flie had often -done, without a guide, her 
foot flipped, and, a gernkman^s coach dri- 
ving furioufly along, the coachman could 
not pull in his horfes time enough to pre- 
vent her being thrown down and receiving 
Teveral violent bruifes. TheJady who was 
in the carriage was poffcfled of great good 
nature and humanity: fhe cxprcffcd the 
ftiongeft concern for the chiid 3 attended it 
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fiomc, where fhe continued in the moft 
tender anxiety, till a furgeon had pronoun- 
ced it out of danger, when fhe left her 
with five guineas and an afTurancc of calling 
next day: fhe was as good as her word, 
and continued to fee- the little angel (as fhe 
called her) eveiy morning till flie was en- 
tirely recovered from the ill efFefts of her 
faU. 

Mrs. Melmoth (for that was the lady's 
name) found in the uncommon lovclinefs 
of Anna, fomething that attracted her at- 
tention when humanity had no farther plea 
to offer, and her partiality for the charming 
child raifed the curiofity of her hufband, at 
whofe requeft flie folicited Mr. Dalton's 
leave to carry her home to dinner, promifing 
to return her in the evening. 

Propitious to my heroine was this vifit ; 
her engaging innocence, added to that 
namelefs fomething every body feels but 
none can defcribe in an ingenuous counte- 
nance, together with the very pertinent an- 
fwers fhe made to the little queflions put to 
her, endeared her to her new friends fo ex- 

C 3 cefTivelyi 
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ceffivcty, that it was v/ith reludlance thtf re- 
ftorcd her to the Dalton's as Mrs. Melmoth 
|)romifed. 

Again and again was flie fetched ' and 
always returned loaded with finery and toys, 
iiafomuch that the littleDaltons were equipt 
with her fuperfluities. A better fchool, at 
the defire of her benefaftrefs, was fought 
for, and all the expences defrayed by her. 

When the parliament broke up, Mrs. 
Melmoth, though a veiy fine lady, de- 
clared her chief regret at leaving London 
was parting from her Anna; and, embra- 
cing her, with tears alTced if Ihe would come 
to fee her. 

Dalton faw with unfpeakable fatisfaftion 
the fondnefs of this lady for his ward, as 
there appeared a prolpedl of wholly getting 
rid of her i for, if Mrs. Melmoth took it 
into her head once to .take her entirely un- 
der her protection, he fhould not only fave 
her board, but, as in that cafe flie would 
never want it, her fortune alfo. ^ 

He, therefore, feized the opportunity, 
while the benevolent heart of Mrs. Mel- 
moth 
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Jhoth was melting in the warm effufions of 
affedtion (he felt for Anna, of expatiating 
on the mercy of that Providence, who pro- 
vided for the fatherlefs and deftitute, and 
which had raifed, in her, fo kind a friend 
to an unhappy orphan. 

The lady, who had always taken Anna 
for his daughter, was furprifed at this Ipeech, 
and called on him, as he cxpedled, for a 
farther explanation. He told the tale with 
what refcrvations were neccflary to his own 
intereft, and what additions would moft fee 
off his own great charity, as well as work 
moft efFeftually on the paflions of his fair 
auditor. 

Mrs. Melmoth felt herfelf exceedingly 
interefted for her peti and, had fhe fol- 
lowed the firft motion of her own inclina- 
aions, would have immediately taken her un- 
der her proteftion 5 but a moment's thought 
bade her defer it till fhe had confulted her 
hufband, from whofe indulgence ihe had 
every reafon to expeft a coincidence with 
her wifhes, but without whofe approbatioa 
fhe never took any flep of confequence j 

C 4 ' her 
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her filencc, and quitting town without the 
leaft hint of any fuch future intentions, 
made Dalton fuppofe the gudgeon had not 
bit. 

Mr. Melmoth had fet out for the Ijodge 
(his feat in Wiltfhirc) two days before his 
lady's laft vifit to Anna, having a relatioa 
at Bath he wiihed to fee in his way:-— 
As fbon as Mrs. Melmoth joined him, fhe 
made him acquainted with the piteous ftory 
of Anna, which was graced by her tears, 
and delivered in a language that ftole to 
the heart of her hufband, and, as they were 
riot bleffed with children, he anticipated 
her defires, and himfelf propofed taking 
the little orphan off the hands of the poor 
parfon. 

Mr. Melmoth was a fond, a gallant, and 
a polite, hufband ; to know what would 
make his wife happy, and to do it, ( if iii 
his power,) were one and the fame thing to 
him. — When fhe withdrew to drefs, he 
haflily fnatched up a pea and wrote to 
Dalton aS follows ; 
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^ Sir, 

^' Mrs. Melmoth is fo charmed with 
your Anna, and interefted in the ftory 
you were fo good as to communicate 
concerning her, flie will not be happy 
till we have her with us. A ftage fets 
out from the Saracen's Head, Friday- 
ftreet, which pafles our houfe ; if no fe- 
male paflenger, who is known at the inn, 
will take charge of her, you will be fo 
good as to commit her to the care of a 
fervant, and the fooner fhe fets off the 
more you will oblige, 

'' Sir, 
'^ Your humble fervant, 
" Wm. Melmojh." 

f Melmoth-Lodge.'* 

This was di{patched as loon as fealed 
without taking any notice to Mrs. Melmoth 
of what he had done, as he formed to him • 
felf great pleafure in agreeably furprifin^ 
her with the fight of her protegee before Ihc 
knew he hai fent for her. 

C 5 px. 
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Mr. Dalton was too much rejoiced at this 
now unhoped-for letter to defer an inftant 
compliance with its contents : he immedi- 
ately made the beft of his way to the inn, 
where he was fo lucky as to arrive, at; the 
, moment a lufty, red-faced, elderly, wo- 
man was taking her ov, n place to go the. 
next town beyond 'Squire Melmoth's, where 
fhe told him, few people were better known>. 
fhe believed, than Dame Plunket. As this 
cxoridum on herfelf was confirmed by the 
booJc-keeper,^ and, as he was in too great 
a hurry to get rid of liis charge to be very 
nice about her company, he told her briefly 
he had.a child to fend to Mrs.. Melmoth, 
and that the 'fquire had ordered it to be put 
under the care of fome female pa{reng.er. 

On hearing this the countrywoman very 
readily undertook to deliver her at the 
Lodge : and, as the coach fet off that even- 
ing, he returned in great hafle to fet Anna 
off alfo. — But, norA^ithftanding the good 
fortune of Anna was announced to her, 
with every poflible afTurance. of the fine 
things fhe would have, and the happinefs 

fhe 
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{he would enjoy with the lady, who had 
been already fo goad to her, the idea, of 
being taken away from Mrs. Dalton,^ to 
whom ftie fo afFeftionately clung, that the 
good woman, reluftant before, was ftill 
more grieved at parting with her ; and the 
leaving her young, playmat-es and compa;- 
nions filled her little heart with unfpeakablc 
anguifli ;. flie fobbed and wept, nor could 
all the encouraging things faid by the- whole 
family banifli from her afFcftionatc bofom 
her regret at leaving them>. 

Mrs, Dalton on her part befbught her 
hufband not to fend her away; the expencc 
of keeping fuch a good little creature was a 
triflt they fliould not be fenfible ofi fhe 
even ventured to throw out fome hints of 
jiuftice. — ^But I have before faid his will 
was her law ;, unaccuftomed to pay the leaft 
regard to her opinion,; except (as indeed 
was moft gisnerally the cafe) it was exaftly 
his own, it was not likely he fliould begin, 
fuch an unnecelfary piece of complaifance 
on an occafion where his own views and in- 
tercft were fo oppofTte to thofe principles^ 

C 6 of 
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of humaJiity and good nature by which his 
wife was aftuatcd in her rcqucft to dctafin 
the child. 

His argument were> that fhe was a mere 
woman and a great fool, that fhe did not 
know what was good for herfclf ; and, which 
indeed was fufficient to end a much greater 
conteft, — ^he knew beft; ergo^ the chM 
'muft go,. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Jn agreeahk Companion in a Stage-Coac^^ 

JVj.RS. Plunket was a notable buftUng* 

woman, who, having fo far tranfgreffed the 

rules of decency herfelf as to have been the 

mother of feveral children previous to her 

marriage with her late, or any other, huf- 

band, was for fixing the value of her own 

prefent virtuous life by a comparative view 

of the faults of others, and fo indefatigable 

was fhe in her inquiries after the little ble- 

mifhes of her neighbours, that not even the 

perfonal appearance of thofe children could 

remind her of the reproach fhe herfelf was 

liable to i all memory of her own errors was 

fwallowed up in the cxaft regifter of thofe 

of other people. 

Her ciiriofity was infatiable ; fhe was a 

general enemy to uixblcmifhcd fame, and 

aa 
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2B: univcrfal retailer of every piece of fcandal 
in the vicinity of her dwelling.— She was 
brought up in the late Mr. Melmoth's kitch- 
en y who, being a widower fome time before 
his death, was indolently indulgent to his 
fervants, and had fuffered this woman to 
continue in her place though her yearly ex- 
curfions were but top vifible even to hun. 
The young 'fquire not beingquite fo paQive, 
fhe was diltharged as foon as he came to the 
cftate, and, the former Mrs. Plunket dying 
foon after, was made an honeft woman by 
the reputed father of her children, who was 
likewife a dependent at the Lodge, and had 
faved money enough to fet up a largp coun- 
try Ihop. But the indignity fhe had fuf- 
fered in. her difmiflion from the Lodge fhe 
never forgot, though the fcandal which oc- 
cafioned it was not remembered; and, as 
long as fhe lived, if an opportunity offered 
of fhewing her rancour towards the fon of 
the man in whofe fervice her hufband had 
enriched himfelf^ fhe failed not, as far as. 
fhe dared, embracing it ; flie was therefore 
not only gratifying a common, but a ma- 
lignant,. 
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lignant, curiofity, by inquiring, with an af- 
feftcd good humour, into every particular 
about Ahna. — *^ Dear me, what a lovely 

child ! How could they part with it ! But 

Ihe fuppofed they had more !" — ^On 
being told by Mrs. Dalton (who accom^ 
panied Ahna to the inn) it was not her own. 
— " Indeed ! what, a relation ?" " No," 
anfwered Mrs. Dalton, " it is an orphan 
" Mrs. Melmoth has perfuad'ed her huf- 
'^ band to take off my hands.** 

Another trial would have been made by 
the iaqutfitiv€ dame to have gone farther 
into the hiftory of her fellow-traveller, had 
not the ftage-Goachman informed her there 
was no time. She accordingly, by his affift- 
ance and the porter's, afcended into the ve- 
hicle, and little Anna was torn from the 
neck of Mrs. Dalton to follow her. 

When the door Ihut out her friends, and 
the carriage moved on, the cries of the 
child not a littk difturbed Mrs. Pkmket, 
who, in an authoritative tone of voice, bid 
her ceafe her bawling, which (though 
footlied by two other women paffengers)^ fo 

frightened; 
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frightened Anna> that if fhe cpntlnucd 
weeping it was in fiknce, and> in a little 
while, the motion of the coaeh, with the lace 
hour, threwherinto afound flecp, from which 
Ihe awoke not till they flopped to breakfaft* 
She ate heartily, and, though ihe yet felt 
the parting with Mrs.Dalton, the face of 
nature, which (he had never before beheld, 
in fields and woods, with every other fcenc 
fo perfeftly new, diverted her attention, 
-but fhe flill remembered with difguft and 
fear the commanding voice of Dame Plun- 
ket. — ^Being again feated in the coach, that 
^6tive woman went to work, afking fifty 
queftions. — ^As, where fhe lived ? How 
old fhe was? Did fhe know Mrs. Mel- 
moth and the 'fquire ? — How long was it 

fiiice fhe had ktn them ? The child, 

to her extreme mortification, either from 
diflike of the woman, a fudden fit of taci- 
turnity, or cunning, preferved a mofl ob- 
flinate filcnce, It was in vain the dame 
fo.ught by fair means or foul to obtain the 
longed-for intelligence ; fhe could get no- 
thing out of her j and when, at lafl, pro- 
voked 
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i?^okcd and enraged, ftie gave up the trial 
—— — " Augh ! it was a deep one, flie would 
*^ warrant it!— Finely fchopled and in- 
** ftru(5ted! — But it would not do!—* 
*^ People might fliut their eyes ! — None 
'^ were fo blind as thofe that would not fee ! 
*^. -i— Madam MeJmoth might carry her 
head as high as fhe pleafed and make a 
parade that ill became her ! — ^An orphan 
'^ indeed ! — There were full enough of her 
'^ own blood fhe believed, if this were not 
*^ one of them, to take all and more tha» 
*' the 'fquire could fpare !— For her part 
*' fhe hated upftart quality !'* 

In this declaration Ihe was joined by her 
fellow-travellers, who obferved thofe were a 
fort of gentry moft apt to give themfelves 
airs. " Airs indeed!** returned Dam« 
Plunket, acquiring confequence in her ovm 
ideas from the attention of her companions, 
whofe curiofity being excited, fhe conde- 
fcended to give them the following hittory 
of 'Squire Melmoth and kis family. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



A Famify "PiEture hy a difcarded Servant. 

\ 

I 

Why, you be to know, my father 
** and mother lived with father and grand- 
'^ father of prcfent 'fquire j nay, for that 
*^ matter, I lived there myfelf, and Mr. 
*^ Plunket lived there too, from generation 
'^ to generation, as the faying is ; but, new 
'* lords, new laws ! — Old mafter left this 
*' young one three thoufand pounds a year, 
*^ as good land as any in the country, and 
*' all the young ladies fortuned off, and 
** mafter Billy dead : but. Lord ! he fhould 
" ha' been a parfon j / for. Lord help him! 
*^ a' is but half-ftarved : he is always a wri- 
*' ting of books and verfes, and one non- 
" fenfc or t'other i and then, to be furc, 
, *^ inftead of minding the juftice-bufinefs, as 
^. jokj 'fquire did, and quorum meetings, he 
"^. " muft 
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'^ muft go to Bedbemjied z bathing, and fell 
^' in with this fine madam wi' never a far- 
*' din of fortune, for indeed how fliould 
" flic, her mother for fartin's no better than 
** fhe fliould be, and QiCy/avrng the law, 
*^ a bit of a baftard; however, though flic 
" had not a teller of her own, flie could 
*' Ipend the 'fquire's money fafl: enough ; 
*^ there's one eftate gone already ^ all the 
'* timber cut down, and the Lodge over 
** head and ears in debt, pulling down one 
'^ houfe, and putting up t'other, from 
'^ country to town, and racketing all over 
*' the kingdom ; then coming whoam, and 
flaunting it away with as much finery on 
her back as would keep a decent family 
fcven years ; tired of her fine new houfe 
" now flie has got it, while he, poor fap, 
" fays as flie fays ! as long as he can but be» 
*' fliut up reading his Canterbury tales he 
«' does not care, not he ; and now here is 
" another whim, as thoP there was not 
^* poor children enow in Somerfetfliire. 

" I am fure Madam Afliby, the Yquire's 
" fifter, often and often faid to me, Mrs. 

'VPlunketi 
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'^ Plunket, fays fhe, . thefe are fad doingS 
*' of my brother; and often and often I 
'* goes to. fhe, and drinks tea with fhe ; but 
" I fuppofe t'other gewgaw thing would 
«* break her neck afore her filence to a poor 
** body! Not fo poor netther," bri- 
dling, " thank God, I can pay every body 
*' their own, and that's a comfort !" 

" To be fure, fo it is>" returned the two 
Women, much obliged and delighted at the 
family-ftbry of a parliment-man ; which> 
notwithftanding fome exaggerations, being 
in the main true, I have given my readers 
in the words of the all-intelligent Dame 
Phinket. 

Mr. Melmoth, as fhe faid, inherited his 
cftate clear and unincumbered, and his lady 
had the double misfortune of being very 
poor and very handfomej fhe was young, 
lively, and agreeable, and, being bred up 
at a watering-place, had imbibed a tafte for 
pleafure and expence, which her hufband, 
fo far from reftraining, gave the moft in- 
dulgent way to: his rent-roll he had not 
thought incumbent to fhew her ; and her 

thoughtlcflhefe 
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t3ioughtleflhefs was but a copy of his own; 
lb that the wonder would have been, if, 
after a few years tonifh living on the part 
of the lady, they had not been pretty much 
involved : however, as they had no family, 
(and his ideas were really, as Mrs. Plunket 
iaid, taken up in trips to Parnaflus,) they 
went on fpending and mortgaging i few, 
"very fewj people caring how foon they were 
ruined, although their extravagance was the 
talk of the country. 

Mrs. Plunket was not, as may be fup- 
pofed, a favourite at the Lodge, whofc 
owners werie too good-natured to delight in 
fcandal, and too much engaged to ftand in 
need of fuch defpicable auxiliaries to help 
diem to kiU time. 

But Ihe made it up at the houles of fomc 
of the other branches of the Melmoth fa- 
mily, who, having none of Mrs. Melmoth's 
misfortunes, (being rich, ugly, and ill-na- 
tured,) could not be cordially affeftionatc 
to hei^ in fine, they hated her,, her drefs, 
her taftc, equipage, and liveries, and, a- 

bovc 



4€ ANNA. 

bove all, her beauty rendered her at once 
an objeft of blame and envy. 

Mrs. Plunket knew this too well to doubt 
-whether a new inftance of folly and cxpencc 
would be acceptable, and therefore alight- 
ed, about two miles on the London fide of 
the Lodge, at Mrs. Afhby's, to drop her 
news, pinning a paper to Anna, direfted to 
Madam Melmoth at the Lodge : whether 
this was the invention of ignorance, or im- 
pudence, or both, I will not fay ; but the 
appearance it carried when the ftage flopped 
at the 'fquire's fet the houfe in an uproar. 

Mr. Melmoth and his lady were both 
out ; the latter having written that day for 
Anna, and the former (though he did net 
expedt her fo foon) enjoying in idea the 
agreeable furprife he had prepared for her. 

Dalton, ever prudent and confiderate, 
obferved to his wife, that as Anna was going 
to gentlefolks, a fpecies of beings who fel-- 
<lom cared how their money went, and who 
. c-ertainly would foon buy her clothes to their 
own tafte, it was needlefs to fend any with 
heri — befides bundles might be loft or mif- 

laid I 
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laid ; — ^what things (he did not take would 
fit Polly, and fuch an extravagant lady as . 
Madam Melmoth would not thank them 
for faving her money. 

Mrs. Dalton had no power, or indeed 
inclination, to oppofe arguments which left 
. her in poficfilon of all the gay thing? given 
to her late ward j the child therefore was 
fent off, as I have related, with her whole 
wardrobe on her back. 

The porter who *anfwered the ftage- 
coachman's ring at the gate, having no in- 
ftruftion from his matter or miftrefs, was 
ftnick with aftoniftiment at the fight of 
Ailna, and the coachnian^s demand of the 

• part of her fare left unpaid, as is ufual, at 
the inn in town. — ^A child he had never 
heard of, fo lent, and fo direded, was in- 
deed an extraordinary circumftance; and 
fo much did it ftaggcr Him, that, before he 

' would venture to receive our heroine within 

• the gates, or pay her carriage, he fummon- 

ed the houfekecper, who was followed by 

all the maids, and they by the footmen. 

The porter thought it was a trick to palm 

the 
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the child on their maftcr. ^* More likely 
*^ to fend him his own]** cried the cook. 
*"^ Like enough/* anfwered a new footman 
from madam's country, ^^ you lived with 
*' his honour before he was married 5'* 
.adding, with a fignificant wink, " 'hap, 
*^ Peggy, you may know the mother ?"—r 
An infinuation, however indire£t or. ob- 
icure, that implies a doubt of the chaftity 
of a woman, who, confcious of not pofleflf-^ 
ing any of that troublefomc virtue, is not 
only never forgiven, hut fure to be the ob- 
jeft offpight and rancour to the perfon fo 
offended. 

Unluckily the private feelings of poor 
Margaret were but too forcj Ihc confe- 
quently fired upi—- ** Why, how now, 
*^ Mr. Powdermonkey, you have opened 
*^ your mouth and faid nothing," retorted 
Ihe with an inflamed face and raifed voice. 
*^ If the girl belonged to my matter's fide 
*^ of the hopfe Ihe would not hardly have 
^^ beenfent packing: — no, no," bridling, 
*' we arc no flinchers in 'Somerzctlhire ! 
^ The girl, I dare fay, is Suffex 1 Ihe is as 

<* like 
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^ like madam as fhc can ftare ; and that I 
** will fay if I loofe my place!" 

The honour of John, now doubly wounds 
ed by the reHeftion on his miftrefs and the 
ftigma on his country, would not fufier him 
patiently to endure fuch an affront ; the 
m^ority of the iervants being natives of the 
place, and of courfe fiding with Margery^ 
words ran high ; Mr. John being fupport* 
ed only by Mrs. Kitty, the lady's maid» 
whofc himible iervant he was; forMrs. 
Elton, the houfckecper, (though miftrels 
both of volubility and weight of argument,) 
had, in molt matters, fo much to fay on 
both fides, that it was difficult, and indeed 
impoflfible, to tell which ihc was moft par- 
tial to, at Icaft till the opinion of her fupc- 
riors were known. — ^In the midft of this 
clamour (every tongue going at once) it 
was in v^n the coachman prefled to be dif- 
charged ; they had now almoft gone beyond 
words i yet one point fecmed to be deter- 
mined on by both the contending powers, 
which was, that the girl could not belong 
to them. 

VOL* u D The 
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The coachman obftinatcly pcrfifted in 
leaving her, and they as obftinately rcfUfcd 
to take her in. 

Poor A nnay terrified at fomany ftrange 
faces^ all bending their inaufpicious^ looks 
on her, fcreamed loudly (though Ihe knew 
not why) as the coachman lifted her from 
the cdach.t— Mrs. Melmoth's mdd, who 
was her great favourite, having . caught a 
fever the beginning of the winter in London, 
had been fent home for the aijr before Anna*s, 
accident ; (he therefore knew nothing about 
her ; and the coachman and fervants, who 
had feen their miftrefe's fondnefs for her, 
were now out with them. 

But, at this inftant, it fortunately happen- 
ed that our heroine had one friend and ac- 
quaintance at Melmoth-Lodge, to whole 
good offices fhe owed her not being turned 
into the ftrcet ; this was an Italian grey- 
hound, between whom and Anna there 
fubfifted a mutual afFeftioi); her fcreams, 
in ja. voice the favourite animal well knew, 
no fooncr reached him, than he ran out 
and rejoiced the heart of his little acquaint- 
ance^ 
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ante, who, in her tranfports at feeing 
Ninon, forget all her tribulation, and 

thought only of careffing her very fcafona- 
ble friend. 

John took advantage of this circum- 
ftance, which difcovercd the child to be 
knbwn to his miftrefs, and, putting her un- 
der the care of Mrs* Kitty, promifed to re- 
late all that had been faid when his honour 
came home« 

Thus the entrance of our heroine into 
Melmoth-Lodge, whofe own difpofition 
would have qualified her for the harbinger 
of peace and love, was hailed by the dif- 
cord and ill-will of all its dependents. 

Mrs. Elton would now fain have claimed 
fome merit by her attention; but Mrs. 
Kitty told her, with a fneer, that, fmce the 
child was fo like her miftrefs, ihe would keep 
her in the drefling-room till ordered to the 
contrary. 

Tired with the long journey, and over- 
powered by fleep, long before Mrs. McI- 
moth returned, Anna was dead to the cares 
which, in a more advanced age, migth have 

D 2 robbed 
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robbed her of reft i from ahis happy infcn^ 
libility fhe was awakened by the fond and 
rapturous careflcs of her benefadrefs, who, 
on retiring to her room a litde fatigued, 
was throwing herfelf on the fofa, when flic 
beheld, faft afleep and beautiful as an angel, 
her little pet. 

Mr. Melmoth immediately expkuned the 
myftery, and received his wife's acknow* 
ledgement for his kind attention to her 
wifties ; then, turning again to the child, 
flie almoft fraothered her with her embra* 
ces. Anna was at firft rather peevifli -, but, 
as foon as quite awake, fhe recoUeftcd Mr. 
and Mrs. Melmoth: her lively and inno- 
cent joy was as unbounded as fincere, and 
gave the higheft gratification to her friends, 
who every moment felt themfelves more 
interefted for her, and more pleafed at their 
own generous adoption of fo amiable 4 
child. 

The next morning Mr. melmoth was 
made acquainted with the Ipeeches of Mar- 
gery and thofe of her fellow-fervants who 
had fidcd with her ; the 'fquirc, enraged 

at 
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at their infolent refle&ions on his lady^ in- 
fiftjed immediately on difmifTing them ; and» 
though the little kindnefs Anna had re ^ 
ceived from Mr. John and Mrs. Kitty was 
purely in oppolition to the other fervants, 
it was amply rewarded^ as well by the com«* 
mendations of their mafter and miftrels « 
•by more fubilandal proofs of their approba* 
lion. 

Every body knows that the tranfaAions 
of a great houle in the country become 
more or lefi the immediate concern of 
every individual within the reach of its 
influence or example^ particularly on fucb. 
an occafion as removing domeftics, whofe 
natural connexions are in the neighbour* 
hood. — ^Mr. Melmoth's cook, dairy and 
houle mmds, his groom-helper, and under- 
gardner, found themfclves much injured 
by that gentleman's choofing to difcharge 
them J thofe injuries it was hot ncceffary 
for them to keep fccret ; they were there- 
fore communicated firft to their relations, 
next to the iervants of the adjacent great 
houfes, and, laftly, to the heads of thofe 

T>3 S^^ 
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great houfcs themfelvcs, particularly to the 
relations of their late mailer: what were 
the candid comments of the neighbourhood 
of Mclmoth-Lodge, on this extraordinary 
exertion of benevolence and charity in 
its owners^ will be feen in the fucceedbg 
pages. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

A Pkn for femak Education. 

JVIrS. Melmoth, with the vivacity that 
generally attends the new undertakings of 
a fine lady living in the country, whofe a- 
mufements are principally calculated ra- 
ther to pafs away time than enjoy it, now 
iet about clothing our heroine; aU her 
maids were . employed ; and a lervant dif- 
patched to Dame Plunket, at the next mar- 
ket^ 
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Icet-tawiij for the fineft Unen, and every 
other article her (hop could lupply df the 
befl fort and hi^dt price. 
. Mrs. Melp^oth was no ceconomift ; the 
thing (he w^s lead acquainted .with was the 
value of money j indeed but little of that 
article went throug^h her hands> as the bills 
were paid by the fteward i but there was a 
thing ftie was very clever at, ,and that was 
giving orders ; Anna was therefore not only 
well flocked in all forts of neccffiu-ies, but 
ihe abounded in fuperfluities ; and the a- 
mount of Mrs. Plunket's bill was carefully 
conveyed to good Mrs. Alhby and her con- 
fidential friends. 

As foori as Ihe was equipped fhe became 
the conftant companion of her patronefs, 
who failed not to exhibit her to the bcft ad- 
vantage, nor made any vifits within a few 
miles of the Lx>dge unattended by her pet. 

At Mrs. Afhby's, however, and at feme 
other ladies in the neighbourhood, flie found 
an unaccountable coldnefs and a reftrained 
civility that aftonifhed her; all common 
meffages in the family-way were anfwered 

D 4 with 
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with ft hauteur md caprice that appeared 
to Mr. and Mrs. Melmoth truly ridiculous. 
Unconfcious of giving them any caule for 
fuch an abfurd change in their behaviour^ 
they fought not an eclairciflement ; their 
acquaintance with diem declined gradually i 
and in a ihort time^ all communication 
between them and die ladies of the family* 
vhoUy ceafed. 

The circle of their vifits being, by thb 
meansj contraded, our heroine excited 
more of their love and attention : an En* 
glilh govcrncfs was procured for her, whole 
charaftcr and abilities, for the ftation Ihe 
filled, were attcfVed by people of unquef- 
tionable honour ; (he was near forty, and 
had been fo happy as to give fatisfa£kion to 
different, families twenty years of her life, 
that Ihe had undertaken the arduous talk 
of forming the minds and manners of young 
ladies ; ihe did not profefs to teach them 
the fluent ufc of the French tongue, though 
fhe fpoke it herfelf, and underiiood its gram - 
matical rudiments; but fhe was perfcft 

miftrcls of the Englilh> reading the bcfl of 

our 
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our audiors with the grcatcfl: propriety and 
critical judgement ; fhe was efteemed one 
of the fineft needle* women of die age $ 
wrote a cleans goodj hand; tuiderftood 
miific much better than fhe could execute* 
and was ib nice a judge of time^ that her 
attendance on her young pupils in their 
prance and leflbns was of the mofl; infinite 
advantage to them ; fhe was perfe6Uy neat 
in her perfon^ and ftridly virtuous in her 
conduft; her principles were uncorrupted 
by a fingle deviation from propriety, atid 
her foul was untarnifhed by one mean or 
difhonefl thought; her undcrflanding and 
accomplifhmcnts qualified her for the focie- 
ty of the kamed, while the fimplicity of her 
manners and the goodncfs of her heart ren- 
dered her the beloved friend and companion 
of uninformed youth.-r-Such was the per- 
fon to whofe care the fortunate orphan was 
configned at a very liberal falary. 

Mr. Melmoth was, we have obferved, a 
man of letters ; he was, indeed, fo fond of 
holding converfe with the dead, that hif- 
tory, antiept and modern, as well as poc- 
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try and the belles kttres, cngrofled more oT 
his time, when in the country, than was> 
perhaps, confiftent with the warm affeftion 
he bore his wife, or the true politenefs and 
attention a fine young woman may be 
thought to expeft. When he left her alone 
for hours, preferring his dear books to her 
Ipciety, his heart fmote him for it, and he 
feemed fo confcious of a condud, for which 
hs felt fclf-condemned, (though he wanted 
the refolution to change it,) that he ieized 
with avidity every opportunity of obliging 
or contributing to her aniufcment. When, 
therefore, he faw her bufied and happy in 
the management of Anna, he gave every 
encouragement to what, if it may be called 
a weaknefs, was a very amiable one. Maf- 
ters, at a very great expence, were procured 
to teach her mufic, dancing, and drawing; 
and Mr. Melmoth, farther to oblige his 
lady, not only confented to pay for the bell: 
inftruftions in thofe lines the country af- 
forded, but condefcended to fupcrintend 
the literary part of her education himfelf ; 
—a cii-cumftance not more favourable 

to 
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to the inftruded than honourable to the 
inftrudor, 

Mr. Mclmoth, though a great fchdlar, 
dcfpifed pedantry j bis paflion for the Greek 
and Latin was indulged only in his clofet» 
and his admiration of the Mufes g^nfined to 
his fccret interviews with them. 

Few equalled him in learning or under-* 
Handing j in goodnels he was exceeded by. 
none j he was well bred, polite, and hu- 
mane : the inftrudions of fuch a man pro*- 
mifed to be, and certainly were, of the 
greateft advantage to the orphan he patro- 
nifed: the rapid progrefs Ihe made in he^ 
ftudies foon rendered the talk his good- 
nefs and humanity had impofed, an agreeable 
amufement. He pleafed himfelf in obfcr- 
ving how ftriftly (he attended to the rules 
he laid down for the formation of her mind 
and manners j he infpired her with the pride 
of virtue and the love of truth; he taught 
her fentiments founded on the bafis of the 
pureft honour; nor did he forget to encou- 
rage every fpark of humanity and benevo- 
lence in her compofition. 

D 6 With 
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With 9l: genius uncommonly lively, and 
talents to compafs every thing, it is little 
wonder that in four years fhe became ac- 
compUfhed* Her fummers were employed 
in her fhidiesj the wmter in repeating her 
cxerciies to her amiable goyemefs> whole 
endeavours were to render her pupil worthy 
die continued favour af her bene&£lors. 
Anna really deferved the encomiums be^ 
flowed upon her : her rooms were adorned 
with her drawings i her works framed in the 
bcfl: apartments \ and her tafte and execution 
on the harpficoid were unequalled in that 
part of the world. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melmoth, when the duties 
of parliament called htm to London, left 
her with regret ; and the pleafure they felt 
at her perfonal improvement, on their re- 
turn to the country, was always increafed 
by their obfervations of her mental ones i 
nor, young as fhe was, when taken under 
the proteftion of her prefent friends, did 
fhe forget her obligations to her early ones ; 
fhe had been tokl her claims on the Dal* 
tons were not thole of bloody andr fupp<^ 

fing. 
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fing, ih their care and aflfeftion, diey had 
been adhiated only by the loft bond of cha- 
rity and compaflionj her little heart expand- 
ed ¥^ith grateful fenfations; fhe conltandy 
wrote to them from the time Ihe could firft 
join her letters $ and^ Mr. Melmoth's in- 
dulgence fupplying her with the means^ fhe 
was continually fending fuch prefents as the 
country produced: porkj poultry^ and 
game, they received in abundance from hert 
which being aH carriage paid^ and her let- 
ters franked, were advantages the do&or^ 
on his part, never fiuled acknowledging, 
taking care to feafon his letters with fpirituai 
inftruftioos and religious exhortations. 
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CHAPTER Vffl- 



ji Scheme for Reformation. 



Our heroine was now entered in the 
twelfth year of her age, when an event hap- 
pened at Melmoth-Lx)dge, which protend- 
ed at lead a divifion of the afFeftion of her 
benefadlrefs The lady's pregnancy was 
announced, to the inexpreflible joy of Mr. 
and Mrs. Melmoth : an heir was the firft 
wifh of their hearts although the length of 
titne, which had elapfcd fince their mar- 
riage without its being gratified, had, in 
fome meafure, reconciled them to what ap- 
peared the will of heaven j but their acqui- 
cfence was the efFedt of ijieccflity, not 
choice. Their joy was however, not a 
little clouded by the growing embaraff- 
ment of their circumftahccs, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Melmoth's total inattention to his 
affairs, and his blind indulgance to his wife 
in all the tonilh extravagances of the age, 
which were every winter increafing, had io 
much involved his eflate, that, before the 
birth of his child, one half of its inheritance 
was wholly alienated, and the other deeply 
mortgaged. The appearance of the little 
ftranger added to the inquietude of its fa* 
ther : he had hitherto read and written while 
the profits of his acres were flying oVer the 
town or finking into the purfes of fraudu- 
lent dependents and licentious fervants, but 
his Eliza brought with hei:hew cares as well 
as new affeiftions. 

Mrs. Melmoth, who was brought up in 
a flyle of life which obliged her mother, 
while fhe fct her daughter off* to the bcft 
advantage, in her power, to fave it out of 
unfeen neceflaries, having once attained the 
projedcd end, which was that of marrying 
well, thought the riches of a man with three 
thoufand pounds a year were cndJefs ; and, 
as her hulband had never ftintcd her in 
whatever fhe chofc to fpend, it had not 

been 
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been her inquiry or concern to know how 
his circiimftances ftoodj nor did he foon 
awake her from the intoxicating reverie into 
which luxury and cfiflipation had lulled her : 
but when, before the fummer was over, 
fhe gave him notice of a fecond blefling in 
the increafe of his femily, he, with great 
tendernels, informed her of the ftate of his 
finances. Her diftrefe, which was great, 
joined to her fondnels for her child, had at 
firft nearly overpowered her realbn. After 
fome time, however, ihe entered with the 
greateft alacrity into a reform in their ex- 
pences j the fuperfluous fervants were dis- 
charged J all the carriages but the family- 
coach were laid down and the horfes fold, 
Mrs. Mclmoth would no more go to Lon- 
don i and Mr. Mclmoth's principles fetting 
him above the hopes of advantage to him- 
felf from the feat he held in the fenate, he, 
to the furprifc of his friends, refigned it* 
The town-houjfe and furniture were dif- 
pofcd of; and, before the fecond child 
made its appearance, Mr. Melmoth, by 
having hapily got rid of fo many incum- 

branccSj 
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bnncts, had time to be both a &mity-maji 
and an author^ while Mrs. Melmoch com^ 
menced a mere country lady> who was very 
well iatisfied now to find ibe had the ufe of 

Happily for our hercMne ihe was not yet 
eonfidered one of die fuperfluities it was 
neceflary to diicardi but her inftru&on 
were. Mrs. Barlow indeed was a very 
worthy woman *, her they could hot think 
of parting with, as their Eliza would foon 
be under her care i but muiic> dancing, and 
drawing, for Anna, weie immediately given 
up. The time, ufually devoted to thole ac-» 
complifhments, was filled by our heroine, 
very pleafurably to herfelf, in the nurfery, 
with the children of her patronels, of whom 
(he was exceflively fond ^ and they, as is ever 
the cafe with infants, loon found by whom 
they were beloved. Thus we fee (however 
the degeneracy of human nature may influ- 
ence our maturer actions) gratitude is die 
firlt fenfation obfervablc in the attachments 
of young minds. Mrs. Barlow, notwith* 
Handing her defire of being always with the 

children^i 
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children, kept her, at itated times, to the 
conftant repetition of thofe leflbns which 
had been fo expcnfivc to Mr. Meltnoth ; 
ihe was indefatigable in her intreaties to 
Anna, not, hy forgetting thofe. valuable 
branches of female education, to give caufc 
to her patrons to regret the time and mone7 
bellowed on her. 

This good woman knew (what a depen* 
dent in a gentleman's family frequently does 
not) the reduced circumftanccs of her em- 
ployers, 2nd forefaw her. yoimg pupil could 
not long enjoy the funihine Ihe now expe* 
rienced. The heart of Mrs. Barlow was the 
(hrone of humanity as well as the feat of 
virtue -, Ihe had heard the orphan ftate of 
Annai and efteem, firft founded on her a- 
miable dilpofition and riveted by compaf- 
fion, now endeared to her the child of mif- 
fortune much more than, with the fame at- 
tradions, fhe would have done in happier 
circumftances. To make her an ufcful 
member of focicty, ftie now conceived the 
greateft fcrvice fhe could do the young crea- 
ture fhe entirely loved, and therefore blend- 
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cd her domeftic needle -work with orna- 
mental. Anna conquered every thing ; flic 
foon put Mrs, Mclmoth out of conceit with 
her millener. Na cap or hat pleafcd but 
thofe .of Anna's making ; the family needle^ 
work went all through her hands, and flic 
became, to the great pleafiire of Mrs. Bar- 
low and the gratification of her own pride, 
of real ufe to her benefaftrefs. 

About this time, when Anna was enters 
ing her fourteenth year. Colone l 
But what am I about ? to introduce a hero 
at the end of a chapter ! He deferves and 
(hall have one to himfelf. 
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Colonel gorget was a Bttlc man 
withaMbwcomfdexion, fmall black eyes^ 
Jloinaii fiofe^ and fine teeth^ at this time 
about fifty years tM, an immenfe ^vourite 
(as he htmfelf was fogood as to inform his 
acquaintance) of all the ^at men of the 
age^ and of all the fine women of the late 
and pre{ent race of beauties* He was the 
fon of a lady of good family, the widow of 
a near neighbour and a valued friend of the 
late Mr. Melmoth, who unfortunately, in 
an excurfion to Bath, was prevailed on to 
give her hand to anirifh adventurer^ e-* 
qually deftitute of property, charafter, or 
principle. After diffipating what fortune 
his bride was in pofleflion of, he had the 
addrefe to perfuade her to give up her very 

confiderable 
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confiderebfe jointure: and iTiiieii tha^ was 
^ntj with a vaft deal of tendemefs and 
^>Qd humour, he gave her coi^bmt exer* 
cife for patience and reiignation, by invol* 
ving her alternately in thofe ficenes of afflu^ 
ence and diitrefs to which the life of a pro« 
lefled gamefter is fubjcih • Thofe exercifes, 
which recalled with bitterneis to her memory 
the calm and honourable life fhe lived with 
her firft huiband, fo preyed on her Ipirits and 
injured her confbitutton, that fhe died unla« 
mented, and abnoft unpitied, in her £>r« 
tieth year, leaving one ioa by her fecond 
hufband. Him on her death-bed, ihe 
recoounended to the good Mr. Melmoth, 
whofe regard for the relift of his friend out- 
lived his diipleafure at her folly and impru'* 
dcncc. 

Mr. Gorget, whether from a confidence 
in this gendcman's goodncfe, a want of 
feeling for his fon, poycrtv, or all thefe 
reafons united, foon after his lady's dtfadi, 
abandoned his child and left the kingdom. 
This was the kindcft thing he could have 
done for young Gorget, for Mn Melmoth 

held 
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held the charafter of the fether in fuch 
contempt and abhorrence, that it muft have 
been on a very extraordinary occafion in- 
deed he would meddle in the family-con- 
cerns of fuch a man ; but the pitiable fitua- 
ation of the boy was no fooner made known 
to him, than he gave orders for fumi(hing 
him with proper neceflaries, and put him 
to a reputable academy in the vicinity of the 
metropolis. 

His genius was of that equivocal nature, 
that, though he could by no means be call- 
cd a dunce, he never could be made a fcho- 
kr; indeed he fenced^ danced, and made 
verfes in the double entendre ftyle, better 
tlian any youth in the fchool. On a^ con- 
iiiltation between his patron and the mailer 
of the academy, that gentleman's firft 
fcheme of bringing him up to the church, 
where he had a prefcntation which he kept 
open for him, was lade afide on account of 
his trifling turn, and an enfigncy in a 
marching reigment procured, as more fuit- 
able to his talents ^d difpofition. Here 
then, at the age of eighteen, we find him 

beginning 
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beginning the world with two fuits of rcgi- 
mentalS) a dozen of fhirts, and twenty gui- 
neas in his pocket. 

As the pay of his commiflon was very 
inadequate to the expences attendant on the 
life of a man of mean pride, and vicious 
pleafures, before he attained the age of 
twenty-two, although, by the intereft of his 
friend, his income was enlarged by his 
advancing in rank from enfign to captain, 
he was involved in debt to every tradefman 
whofe credulity rendered him the dupe of 
his plaufible tales, as he conftantly pafled 
hirafelf on them for the ward of Mn Mel- 
m6th, and gave himfelf credit for a large 
fortune in that gentleman's hands. 

With a difpofition wherein cruelty and 
ingratitude were blended, he poffeffed all 
the powers neceflary to rife in a polite cir- 
cle ; he had an infinity of fmall talk ; fer- 
vility enough to render him invulnerable to 
common rebuffs ; and patience to endure, 
widi an affefted complacence, the proud 
man's fcorn ; he had a figh for the aifHifted, 
an indignant glow for the oppreffcd, and 

his 
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his ibftened vcict profefled univcrfal charity 
for thofe who were griped by the hard 
hands of poverty and want* 

Thofe were the outlines of a charaftcr, 
the moft complicated and contemptible of 
the human ipecies s for> though a fenie of 
his narrow circumftances and fmall hopes 
taught Mm to praftife thofe leflbns of non^ 
refiftance and lip-deep humility, (for which 
indeed a late noble writer was his fandbion^) 
his heart was the receptacle of vices, the 
revcrfe of thofe virtues of which he made 
fo oflentatious a parade : he was proud, en- 
vious, unforgiving, and felfiih; infbmuch 
that, in no one voluntary a6t of his life, did 
he forget to conduft himfclf fo as not to 
further his own intereft j a common injurer 
of others, he never forgave one offered 
himfelf i to thofe, whofc rank and fortune 
were either above or (if equal) independent 
of him, he was the very eflence of humility, 
good humour, and compldfance; but, to 
thofe few whom Providence in its anger 
had placed under his infoknt juriffliftion, 
his arrogance and cruelty were unbounded. 

The 
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TJhcpurtilhmcntshcinfliftedonhls fellow- 
creatures, unhappily uadcthis command, 
for the flighteil affbnce, held him up to 
the foldtery as an object of deteftation, 
^hile he flattered himfclf, that, tinder the 
fandHoU of ftrift difcipline, he veiled the 
red loft of power and the mcrcilefs dilpofi- 
tion of his fonL 

Cotild this man be fuipc^led of announ- 
ting himfelf the champicMi of the fofter 
pailionsJ ofvalwing himfelf on Iris fuccefi 
iirhile the gentle fex, whofe nature (brinks 
from tymnny, ^nd whofe eyes involuntarily 
turn from the perpetrators of unfeeling bar- 
<barity 1 One would imagine it impoffiblel 
but his was, as I have faid, a complicated 
charafter; it was, as far as one evil can be' 
t)ppofite to another, a contradidory on6. 

The experience a clofe aad conftant 6b- 
fervation of the motives* as we^ as actions, 
of «iankind gave him, added to his art and 
cunning, and ^hefe aided by a natural 
fmoothnefs of fpeech and plaufibiHty of 
manners, furnifhed him with powers to im- 
jofe himfelf on his own fex, as a man void 

vox., i. E of 
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of defign or guilt. What then had a wo- 
man to arm herfelf with againft his infidi- 
ous fnares ; his perfon, which was rather 
<iifgutting than otherwife, was indeed a 
Icind of feciirity againft his attempts ^ but, 
as if (which was not the cafe) he had been 
liimfelf confcious of that defeft, he was 
fcldctfn known to begin his attack till he 
had wormed liimfelf into the good opinion 
of the dcftined victim by a femblance of 
thofe virtues Ihe loved, found out her weak 
Iklc ; and where Ihe was vulnerable ; that 
point once gained, you, of my own fex, 
who have fallen, and you of the other, who> 
byadmiting men of this ftamp into your 
families, have loft, in the honour of the 
female, the pride and felicity of your lives, 
you go before me and know what follows. 
Inconftancy is ever the companion of in- 
trigue; and when I have faid it was this 
man'^s boaft never to have had a connec- 
tion with a woman who had not her repu- 
tation to loofe, nor ever had honour or de- 
licacy to conceal the lapfe he liimfelf had 
occafioned^ it will exhibit him as an ob- 



JeS of envy tothofe (and many there are) 
of his own defcription, andinfpire the good 
v/ld\ horror, and the juft with contempt. 
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(jAPTAIN Gorget had begun and con- 
tinued in fuch an expenfive ftyle, that, ha- 
ving worn out every expedient of impofing 
on the generofity of his patron, and finding 
the creduhty of his tradefman beginning to 
give way to the calls of necefllty, it became 
prudent, as. he entered his twenty-fourth 
year, for him to vary the fcene : he accord- 
ingly exchanged with an officer in ill health, 
who was ordered to India, and, who not 
only gave up fuperior rank, but prefented 

E 2 our 
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c^uip him for the vQyagc> andxeconimcndT 
«d him to the generals-officer,, ^ho coat- 
inanded the xegiment, in terms which hk 
ready wit, ar-tful manners, and Ipccious 
appeataacej greatly improved a he infinu- 
^ted himfelf wit;h gr^at eafe into Ms com^ 
3riander*s ^vour, whofe open heart was by 
no means a match for this defigner and his 
entertaining x:onverlatiQn procuped him a 
general invatation to Jiis table and Jioufc. 

And her^ commenced his firft public en- 
trance into t|je annals, of modem gallafttry, 
-~-The 'geiieral grew mor^ pkalcd with his 
new officer .every day :— he made him his- 
aid-de-t:anTp> and generoufly ofFered, oa 
finding him in rather ^embarraflcd circum- 
Itances, to Icndi him money fuffident to 
enable him to. leave England out. of debt. 
~-In gratitude for this difinterefted kind- 
fiels, his friend's wife, became the obje<5t of 
hia cautious, but warrh, puriuit. . 

The general was a ic». luvmT, he loved 
liis bottle and enjoyed his friend i intoxi^ 
cation, too often fuc-ceeded the exhilaration 

of 
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ef'fih ^irits, and rendered hitn tiiifit for 
die bed of a dcKcate> btautiful> young 
wife^ who, innocent as Ihe Was handlbme, 
Jmflcd over with great good humottr this 
one failing in a man> to whom flic was mar- 
-licd (though of a good familjr) without a 
•fortune, and w-hjofe delight: it was to fupport 
^her in the moft fplendid and happjr ftyle^ 
—No wiflv of her heart was ungratiSed ^ 
till the cruel fpoiler camc> who, ruthieffly^ 
taking advantage of the confidence tepofecf 
in him by the fond hulband and the un- 
jfu^icious innocent wife,, foon contrived to 
inrpire her with, thofe fcntimcnts which ba- 
nifhcd honour and gn- itude.. In a: word, 
after convincing her how unworthy of fuch 
a trcafure the man was who could negledt- 
ir, and by exaggerating, charrms he fivorc 
woidd grace a diadem, his next ftep was 
tx) guide 'her attention^ from* a. man, much 
■older than heffelf^ who- undervalued her 
beauty,: to a k)ver>, of her own age, wha^ 
adored it. 

Too eafHy lie peffuaded her to gratify a'^ 
doting paffion, fo fuperior to the man's: 

E 3 whofe 
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whofc name ftie bore; — one had alread/^ 
known decay,, the other, never, nevcr^ 
could i it would be a ceafelefs fund of blifs 
and rapture, over which time itfelf would 
have no pdwer! — Jn an evil, hour this 
lovely young creature, whofe natural and 
acquired endowments might have orna- 
mented any fociety, gave up her claim to 
all but the mofl: abandoned ! 

Too much elated with his fuccefs, and 
too vain to conceal it, he made a fubaltern, 
who hated him, the confident of his com- 
plicated treachery. Soon was the injured 
hufband acquainted with his diihonour, and 
as foon furniflied with proof fufficient to 
intitle him to a divorce. But,, ah ! haw 
inadequate to the pangs of difappointed, 
ill-requited, love are the mofl: ample retri- 
butions of the law I — It could punifti the 
violator of his honour! it could feparate 
him from his guilty wife ! — But, could it 
take from him the memory >of her beauty 
and innocence ? — Could it fhcd oblivion's 
cafing influence over his mind, and banifh . 
thpnce the charms he adored ?— CouU it 

Icflca 
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j Icffen the reproaches of his own heart, for 
admitting, to his domeftic circle, a man of 
the world, a declared pupil of the Chefter- 

I field fyftem ? — Ah } no 1 — Nor law, nor 

' revenge, nor even time, can fubdue the 
anguilh of fuch reflexions. — The good- 
nefs of her heart, the elegance of her man- 
ners, recurring to his imagination, with 
the aggravation that one was corrupted,, 
the other loft to him, and that for ever, if 

I he carried on a profecution : thefe, added 
to his unabated love for her perfon,. fpoke 
peace and forgivenefs in the ftern heart of. 

I the injured foldier. — Violent were his con^- 

Aids ; but love, all-conquering love, over- 
came refentment ! — He fent her word> 
if on the honour fhe once held facred, flit 
would give up every farther thought of her 
feducer, as they were going to leave the 
kingdom, where, long before their return, 
the matter would be forgotten, he would 
forgive and never mention the paft. 

Generous as was this offer, the ill-fated 
woman refufed it. — Fond of her undoer, 
and in full confidence of the honour and 

E 4 fidelity 
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fidelity the noble captain had ib often caSU 
ed the' hofts of heaven to witnefs> and fiad^ 
ihg herfelf in a way that promifed another 
link to an attachment fhe fondly hoped 
would end but with her lift,, fhc frankly 
owned her lituation; acknowledged her 
hufband'^ goodnefsj but avowed^ the kneei- 

, kig world fhould not tempt her to give up 
the beft, the moft amiable, of men, her 
dear captain. 

Rage and refentment, ia proportion to 

^ his love and difappointmenti now filled the 
Ibul of the injured hulband.. In his firft - 
tranfports he vowed deflruftion to the viUaia 
that had undone him. 

To extirpate him from the fice of the earth 
would have been an aft of common juflice ta 
mankind ; but his friends prevailed on him- 
to adopt that mode moit adequate to the 
punifliment and expofure of fuch a wretch. 
— The law was flower in its operations thaa 
revenge could well brook ; but it was ne- 
verthelefs fure. Ruin muft attend his pro-, 
fecution of a man, who had offended the 
laws of fociety, without friends or ability 

to 
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l6 pay i3ie penalty infli5:ed.— fitc, there- 
fore, refigncd his lucrative employment, 
the reward ofmany years hard Service, tO' 
purfae, with unremitting, vengeance,, the 
unfortunate captalm 

In the mean time tfic l^y wmte her 
adorer V9wd of 'irfiat had paiTed betweea 
her and her hufband, and pleafed- herfelf 
with the gr^efol raptures he would ft li 
at fo noble a proof of her regard as the 
voluntary facrifice ftie made him i buti 
who can paint her grief and confternation, 
at receiving an anfwer full of the kceneft 
reproaches for the ruin her nonfcnfical- he-^ 
roifm muft bring on him: he conjured 
her, on any terms, to malie her peace with^ 
i^e general.. The farce, he told her, was 
ended;; for^. fettle it how fhe would, he 
Gould fee her no more.* His income was 
not only fmall but incumbered,, and to- 
mlly infufficient for the maintenance of the 
child (he was fo good as to promife him,, 
but which, in* his humble opinion, would 
he much better difpofed of to the -ge- 

E ^ neral 
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neral. He concluded, by afluring her, tc 

With the moit inviolable regard^, 
Her moft obliged, 
Moft gratefully devoted^. 
Humble fervant> 

Patrick Gorget^ 
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CHAPTER XT. 



ji Digreffion. 

v^OULD here my humble pen, br 
painting the foul-rending confequcnce of a 
licentious amour, fet one innocenf heart on 
its guard againll the deftruftive arts of thofc 
who delight in infamy, (the true meaning 
of the word gallantry,) 1 would efteem my 
fame immortal. Sacred fliould be that pen 
that conld call' on the daughters of purity 
to refleft on the fure confequences of a de- 
viation from the calm paths of innocence 
and honour; 

When' your frailty is expofed, (pafling 
over the agony of parents, the fhame of 
children, the forrow of friends, the difgrace 
of families, and the triumph of enemies,)' 
refleft on the immediate ccnfequence to 
yoarlcives l 

E 6 Yoa 
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You will find the doors of unconlamr^ 
natsd reputation barred againft you, the 
eye of virtue turns from your glance, the 
cheek of modelty bluflies at your approach^ 
and the bofom ofpurity is no longer open ta 
yjOHT. carefles ; yet, the mortification you feel, 
at being Ihunncd by the worthy women of 
your acquaintance, is nothing to that which 
is inflidled by the fuperciliotjs brows and 
k<en reproach of thofe^who owe to their fu- 
pcrior cunning, art, caution, or want of at- 
traftions,. more, far more, than to any me- 
rit or virtue of their own,, that they have not 
preceded you in the miferablc lot you are 
doomed to bean 

Think, while men- of honour and up- 
rightnefs treat you with the moft petrifying 
coldnels and negkdl, the worthlefs and a- 
bandoned will laugh at your pretcnfions to 
common fefped, and conclude bo infult 
can be offered to you : their right, to treat a 
woman of no character as dieir own im« 
pertinent whims dircft, they aver to be in-* 
difputable^ You muft fly to hide your 

guilty head in folitudc the moft ^dreary to 

bid 
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bid deficncc to rc?morfe, or aflociatc witfc 
the moft abandoned of both fexes ! 

Think, while you bear evils and are fiib» 
Jcft takifoks innumerable^ that jrour fcdti- 
ccr raifes his unblulhing front, even in the 
prefcnce of a fovereignj wbofe whole life is 
one leflbn^ of moral reftituJe.— Such is the 
blind imprudence of cuftom,. it is no un- 
common thing to fee a man, who is under 
profecution for the breach of every law of 
hofpitality> fcandalize the fcleft parties of 
ibmc of the firft married pairs in the king- 
dom. He fuffers no inconvenience, labours 
under no difgrace, is fubjcft to no mortifi- 
cation, nor feels die flow and moving finger 
of poihccd fcom ; it is rather a recommen- 
dation of him that he has ruined you. 

This di'greflion. has no apology but the 
motive which is excited by the fut^cjft. 

The agonies of death, were not equal to^ 
thofc endured by the wrctdied Mrs. Sum- 
mers on peniial. of Gorge t^s letter. — A«- 
guiih and defpair^ feized her fad heart ; ihe 
had not a friend, him Ihe had injured only 
excepted, who would reoeive or. conlble 

her! 
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her !— -An outcaft from fociety !— wBat 
• fhould (he do ? — Could fhe take the advice 
of the callous captain, and carry polution 
. to the arras of a man of honour ? — Could 
her heart, reeking with the wounds of urb- 
xnanly cruelty, ftill beating in tendernefs for 
the author of her fhame and mifery, ' now 
receive the forgiving love of the noble- 
minded Summers ? — No ! her . foul dif- 
dained fuch meanncfs ! it yet abhorred de- 
ceit! 

In the courfe of her deliberations, iDbc 
had time to refleft on the wretched fallacy 
'and ruinous import of thofe arguments, by 
which fhe was undone. — She faw the monr 
jfter without his cloathing !. but how, alas ! 
did that relieve her aching bofom ? it rather 
aggravated than appeafed her forrows; 
which, ftrengthened by unavailing repent- 
ance, in a manner ftupified her fenfes, and 
funk her once-charming fpirits into a ftate 
of nervous debility, while her fine figurt 
was reduced to a mere fkeleton. 

She neither fought nor would accept pe- 
cuniary affiftance^ which the injured gene- 
ral 
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ral would have gladly ofFcred, but lived on 
the fale of her clothes and a few trinkets, 
(having fent back the family jewels,) wait- 
ing, with a broken heart, the moment that 
would give to- the world the offspring of 
guilt, the pledge of forrow ! having removed 
herfelf to very private and humble lodgings 
in an obfcure part of the city. 

In the mean time the profecution was car- 
ried on againft the gallant captain with the 
utmoft feverity ; the damages laid were ten 
thoufand pounds ; but the jury> as is cuf- 
tomary, confidering the circumftances of the 
delinqucntat^ lowered it. to. one thoufand, and 
his body was fbon after feized aad conveyed 
to prifon for that fum. 

Mr. Melmoth felt all the indignation with 
isvhich a vitiated condudt could fill an honeft 
heart J btJt,,the principal, and- moft heinous, 
parts of the feduftion being concealed from 
him, he was,, at length,' after numberlefs 
foUicitations, prevailed on to intereft him- 
felf in the liberation, of Captain Gorget, be- 
fore the reigment, to which, he belonged, 
embarked i his mother'^ father and firft huf- 

band: 
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fcand having been fhembeis for dhe CWtttf 
federal leffions. 

His cafe, frmply «s a young man, /wha 
had fofFered his palSons €o exceed his pm- 
denc^, was lai-d before the irragift rates at the 
affize, and a fobfcription opened by Mr.- 
Melmothy with a donation of one hrmdred* 
guineas, which was fo Kberally foilpwed, as 
to raife the damages given to the general.. 
He, however,; thirfted not after money ; 
difappointed of the i^e^icenge>. in which he 
hoped to be gratified by the peipeljurfl im* 
prifoixnient ofthe culprit, he ordtted his at- 
torney to pay the whole fum recovered to a. 
pvblic charity;. 

The captain*, by thole means freed from 
his confinement, was enabled to wing his 
flight to regions lefs tinpropitious to die free 
indulgence of the paflions. There, tinin-* 
fluenced by. the example of humanity in o* 
thers, a ftranger to the praftice of* rt: Kim- 
felf, tmreftrained by die laws of kChriftian 
people, and unawcd hf thR fear of detec- 
tioft, he gave a looft to the exceifes of his 
nature, and,, adding avarice to the black ca- 

. taloguc 
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^ogiie of his vices, became the terror of 
the inhabitants of the Eaft. Cruelty and 
carnage -were called bravery and juftice and 
an unbounded greedineis for their richM 
bore the rcfpeftabk name of prudence.—* 
His fame as a commander reached the 
icountty he had diigraced^ and his cofiem 
iiiied beyond his hopes. 

With the accumulation of riches his de- 
fire for them increafcd : at length, it being 
^hifpercd that now, there being very little 
wealth more in thofe haplels fegions, in: 
proportion to the rapacity of its various 
claimants, and that, the country being very 
near depopulated, Ibme inquiry might pof- 
iibly be made into the merits of the Afiatic 
plunderers by thofe who were excluded from 
any fliare in the gpddea fleece, be prudent- 
ly remitted his fortune, and returned him- 
fclf to England, after twenty-fix years refi-- 
dence in India, with precifely the fame 
principles, and the fame difpofition, (though 
in far different ciicumftances,) in which he 
had k& it* 
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With a conftitution debilitated by tte 
heat of the climate he had fa long lived in, 
as wen as the exceffes in which he had in* 
•dulged his favourite vices, he was ftill cur- 
led with the inclinations to evil. Vaniqr 
and folly marked his fteps/aor could his 
hollow eyes and grey hairs, which ^ke a 
language all but himfelf believed,^ leave a 
doubt that his days of intrigue were paffed 
and gone, — But who will Ipeak the lans 
guage of truth to a man who knows not the 
end of his riches ? — Pitiable Gorget !— • 
There were yet thofe that told him he was 
irrefiftiblc ; and, ftill more pitiable, he be- 
lieved them } — No public place but his 
haggard countenance was exhibited in ! No 
beauty pafled without throwing him into af- 
fefted tranfports ! and he ever provoked the 
rifible . faculties, by difcovering, in fome 
fond fally of vanity or other, he perfuadcd 
himfelf he was making conquefts, whcre^ 
in faft, he was an antidote. 

I will not leave this portrait, without in- 
forming my readcr,the unhappy Mrs. Sum- 
jncr^ was relcafcd from all her cares in the 

hour 
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hour of child-birth> leaving her infant-fon 
in the hands of (Irangers^ who^ ignorant of 
the real name or conntAiom, after fome 
little time carried him to the officers of the 
parilh, where he was brought up, and, at 
the ufual time, bound apprentice to a work«« 
ing mechamc, 
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CHAPTER Xi^ 



W^HEN CotoncI Gorgcr arrived I^ 
England, he was entirely without any of 
thofc troublefome ties of blood which look 
with expeftation oa Afiatic accumulations ; 
but there were claims his pride would not 
fufFer him to pafs OYcr> bccaufe the me- 
mory of old times would be revived by o- 
thers in proportion to. his own forgetfulnefs 5 
this he was too cunning not to know, and 
he had, with fecret exultation, anticipated 
the manner in which he propofcd returning 
Mr. Melmoth*s favours, 'whofe frequent re- 
fufals to anfwer his extravagant demands he 
determined to punifh by his own oftenta- 
tious generofity j but, long before be could 
return to England, Mr. Meknoth had beca 
called to receive the reward of his benevo- 
lent: 
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Hh chlldr^ hiomevtr^ were liiong^ and- 
the colond condefccnded.to ^sBbtc-thtm. o£ 
iiis frkmlihip aiid prote&ioiv Qf whicK hc^ 
icnt . them ^rjaefts mv€rj valuable prefcots^ 
the produce of dbe land of plimder ^ l^vt he 
was: in.no inirry M proceed any farther in 
the debt of gratitude, and fecretly curfed 
the obligation he was iinder of receiving 
and anfwciing their letters, which, as they, 
abounded in profeflions of efteem and 
fnendihip^ called for a return. of the £une 
jiature. 

But though, Colond Corget was not 
troubled with fknily clwns, he foon had 
acquaintances enough ready to court his 
jiotice, to flatter his pride, and to make 
thdr advantage of his vaft riches* To the 
difcredit of our nobility, there wei« fomc 
among thofe whom profligacy and kaipru- 
.dencc had reduced to the meaa tafk of 
preying on the follies of their inferiors^ 
Colond Gorget retained his lip-deep t:ha- 
city;, but his pfurfe, which opened volunta- 
rily 
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rHy to the claims of iiidigcnt quality, as vo* 
luntarily clofed againft the pleas of calami- 
ty. It was fortunate for him he was a fobcr 
man, and he was too wary to play : to thofc 
two clrcumfVances it was that he owed the 
retaining his dear-bought wealth, fince it 
would very well afford the draughts fre- 
quently made on it by way of loan to his 
friends j and, while he continued that con- 
venient mode, he had the honour of having 
my lord this, and the earl of that, flop at 
his door, of being received at their houfes, 
and admitted into the parties of their female 
connexions. 

He purchafed a magnificent houfe, which 
was adorned with all the trappings of the 
Eafl, and finifhed quite in the nabob flyle j 
and Bath being recommended as falutary to 
the diforders he had contrafted in India, a- 
Jiother was bought there, which outdid any 
thing in that elegant feat of difTipation* 
His carriages were fuperb, his fervants nu- 
merous, his liveries gaudy, and there want- 
ed but one thing to complete his fuite. A 
man of faihion was nothing without a miC- 

trefsi 
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trcfi ; the poor colonel wanted only paflJons 
to be as great a libertine as the greateft,but 
his delight was to obferve the appearance 
of both. Two of liis noble friends recom- 
mended each a prodigious fine creature; 
the colonel, to difplesJe neither, took, 
both, one to do the honours of his town 
refidence, the other to figure at his Bath 
Villa. 

The ladies were both fine women, and 
quite the fafhion; they were diftraftedly 
ibnd of the dear man, whole money they 
condefcended to fpend, and the only mo- 
tive they had to accept his eftabliftiment 
was the paflion they felt for him; they had, 
indeed, qualities not very common to thofe 
who love. No jealoufy interrupted the 
tranquility of his moments, they were in 
perfect unity with each other j perhaps the 
colonel's in health, which, as he affirmed, 
prevented his indulging himlelf in the rap- 
ture of their embraces, might make them 
eafy with rdfpedt to his perfonal favours, 
and, as to his pecuniary ones, he was mag- 
wi&ccnt £0 each. 

The 
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Tto tnitihivJiSi he thought hk' rcpi 
tioo, as a^maaof ^antry^ ccmld not 
iuppoi^ed unle& a^ Utdc Hbettinifiit Mrere 
^added to k> and^ in that <9kj twa mif»« 
treses weTC indifpeiilable appendages to hi^ 
cftablifhinaiti bui;, as to inciinarioa for 
either of the- fak ladies ib honoured, he had^ 
4^onr. Sated with the Ml enjoyment of att^ 
that money could purchafe, it required un- 
common attraftions to caU forth che latent^ 
and ahnoft extinguifbed^ Iparks of -defirc m • 
hk conftitutioni yet, though no longer in* 
terefted in its efFeft^ he could not help 
making ftam-ing love to every woman he 
was in company with, WJien no better of- 
fered, Abftga^Os fufficed, and then a trifling 
prefent terminated the amour. He had ef- 
tablilhed both his iioufes; gave entertain- 
ments, Ihe wed his affluence, and exhibited 
iis riches. He bad been the fubjed of 
ncwfpapcfs and private converfation ; he 
l^ad purchafed a borougjh, and bought^ off 
;bis petitioning opponent 5 he 'had tdken his 
&at in the fenate, >and made a fpeecb there, 
which called forth the civi^ry and attention 

<)f 
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^the mifllfter ; whei^ the bwifc breaking 
«ip9 Md the cown beginning to be deierted 
by Ms nobk friends, the vifit he had pro* 
nii&d die Mdmodis recurred to his me* 
fiiory. 

He had flattered thefc people they flunild 
be heirs to his immeofe fortune ; they were» 
chere&re^ continually urging him to honour 
Chem with his prefence, and, as he could 
not well be off, though he heartily wiflied 
them in the Black-fea, (a farourite cxprcf- 
fion with him,) he refolvcd on taking a 
round to vifit them, and thofc people who 
yet lived, and were his friends in the. fub- 
fcription-afFair, to fcattcr fome loofe cafti 
among them, and drop their acquaintance^ 

He took Bath in his way, where, having 
enjoyed the fociety (which he fccretly ha- 
ted) of his divine fultana for fome little 
time, and found benefit from bathing, he 
fet out for Mr, Mtlmoth's, as chief of that 
family, having apprized them of his inten- 
tion in the middle of June. 

The houfe, the lady, her children, and 
&mily, werc all let out to the bed advan- 

vou F cage. 
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ts%ti oi^t of refpeft to a vifitor from wfioitl' 
th^ir expcftations were fo great. Their 
c^preflions of joy atthelionour he did them 
-were fincere, and their defirc to render his 
-vifit agreeable could only be equalled by 
the profeflions «f regard, -friendftiip, and 
affeftion, of their gueft, who praifed their 
fare, approved their fituation, and appear- 
ed, as was iis cuftom, in raptures with the 

lady. 

After dinner, Mrs. Barlow, Eliza ^el- 
moth, Anna, the youngeft chiid, and 'her 
maid, made their appearance with the dc- 

fert. 

it is, perhaps, difficult to conceive any- 
thing more bloomingly attraftive fhan our 
heroine at this period : fhe was juft turned 
©f fourteen; tall of her age, elegantly form- 
ed ; her face, befides being regularly beau- 
tiful, had in it a peculiar fweetnefs and a- 
tiimatlon that were fure to ftrike the eye, and 
Sn hearts, where any of the graces that a-» 
idomed her's exifted, to leave, a prejudice 
Sn lier favour : Ihe had not yet refigned her 
v3utt frock; and her hah-, which grew m 

the 
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file moft luxuriant profufion, hung down 
in natural ringlets to her waift. 

To eyes accuftomed to behold faces 
where beauty had no trace, or where the 
put-on could hardly be diilinguifhed from 
the charms of nature, no wonder this fine 
young girl appeared divine. He had been 
tired out with the attacks of thofc beau- 
tics, whofe undaunted eyes and blulhlefs 
cheeks demanded his adoration ; imagina- 
tion was palled with their advances, and 
the heart recoiled from a captivity which 
had not the novelty of modeft aflurance to 
recommend it. But here his vitiated ap- 
petite, fired at the fight of beauty and in- 
nocence in the irrefiftible garb of modefty, 
to deftroy that ferenity of countenance, to 
rob thofe eyes of their downcaft charms, to 
tear from her cheeks their blufhing ho- 
nours, in fine, to poflefs fo beautiful, fo 
innocent, a creature, ftruck him, the mo- 
ment he beheld her, as the Jummum of hu- 
man blifs, but, whether In a comeatable fi- 
tuation or not, it was Impollible yet for him 

to determine. 

F 2 Mailer 
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Mafter o£ every dtfguife of tbe hum» 
hearty he concealed his admirationj and» 
under pretence of lavifhing his carefles on 
ihe little Eliza, ftifled emotions ta which he 
had long been a ftrangen 

Mrs* Melmoth's maternal feelings were 
highly gratified by hk conduA i Ihe exulted 
in the happy preftge his fondnefs for her 
daughter gave of his future gcnerofity to 
her. He informed himfelf of the progrels 
the child had made in her education^ and 
inquired whether flie meant to fend her to 
fchooly if fb» he would pay her penfionj 
Mr. Melmoth anfwered that he had a ge« 
neral diflike to that mode of educating 
young ladies ; that they had a very refpe6t- 
ad>le perfon, who had done great horiourta 
herfelf in the improvement of the young 
Jady he now faw, and whofe accomplifh*^ 
ments, as well as the whole turn of her 
mind and behaviour, were the beft evidence 
of the utility of the method they had adopt* 
ed of bringing up their children* 

Anna was now called but, her works 
were cxhibiced^ her drawings admired, and 

fomc 
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fomc trifles flic had been fo fortunate as to 
hit off in poetry, at which Mr. Melmoth 
was much plcafed, produced. She was 
commanded to fing and playi — ^heaven 
and earth ! were it in nature to be lels than 
melted! Herexeaition was really above 
her years or the inftrudions fhe had recci* 
vcdj and her voice was foftnefs and melodf 
itfeif. 

The enamoured colonel was profufc in 
his compliments. Mrs. Melmoth, pica- 
fed at her exertionsj and charmed at the 
pleafurc expreffed by her gueft, was in 
the beft fpirits in the world : fhe repeat- 
ed Anna's hiftory with a view of enter- 
taining him, and, perhaps, a little to im- 
prefs him with an idea of her own huma- 
nity. — This was indeed fpcaking to his 
fouii he heard with a joy, (deep as was 
his faculty for diflimulation,) he could 
with difficulty conceal, the orphan ftate of 
his lovely conquercfs. He retired early un- 
der pretence of fatigue, but, in reality, to 
ruminate on the means moft likely to put 
him in pofleffion of the charming Anna. 

F 3 His 
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His plan was now altered ; it would b« 
impoflibJe for him to con:pafs bis wifhes 
in the fliort Ipace he had allotted for this 
vifit at the Lodge. He curled Mrs. Mel- 
moth's ftupidity, naufeated her brats, and 
execrated a thoufand times, the neccflity 
he Ihould be under of bearing with them : 
but how to enfnare his young prize was his 
chief care in cafes where vengeance could 
be taken. General Summers's affair was 
always in his mind, it had taught him a 
leflbn of caution he had never forgotten; 
but this girl was nobody, flie was deftitute 
of natural friends > no refentful father, no 
avenging brother, no injured hulband, had 
he now to fear ; and, as to Mr. Melmoth, 
did he not flatter himfelf, nay, had he not 
been flattered, with hopes of being his heir ! 
Would he then dare to interfere, if he 
flioiild difcover it, after he had her in pof- 
feflion; and, before, he refolved to a6t 
with fuch referve as to elude all fear of de- 
teftion. 

This point fettled, he gave a loofe to his 
fanguine hopes i he would devote himfelf 

to 
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to this dear innocent ; he wonid give up 
jthc world for her ; he wiftied, indeed, he 
had not been f© precipitate in the choice 
of his miftrefles >. but an annuity would fa- 
fisfy them ! How he fhould be envied I 
True Ihe was young, but that was a fault 
every day would mend. He faw the folly 
of expecting happinefs in a crowd; Anna 
fhould be hb home : with thofe ideas it was 
impoffible for him to fleep^ 

At breakfaft next morning, his friend- 
fhip for Mr. Melmoth,. his regard for hi& 
lady, and his fondnefs for their childreBj 
had made fo rapid a progrefs in his affec- 
tions, he found it impoffible to tear him- 
felf away from them fo foon as he intended ; 
inftead of a couple of days he would make 
it a couple of weeks. 

This intimation was received with plea- 
fure, and their attention redoubled; but 
tircfome were the morning and tedious the 
dinner, fmce wholly concealed from his 
fight was all in which his eyes delighted. 
The afternoon returned with rapture; he a- 
gain beheld his intended miltrefs more daz- 

F 4 ^lingly 
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zlingly beautiful, more inchantingly fovcljv 
than before. Thus palTcd day after day ti& 
die fortnight had clapfed^ and, ftill grow* 
ing fonder of his friends, th^ colonel could 
not leave Melmoth-Lodge ; yet he had not 
advanced a fin^ ftep in his grand defign ; 
at lei^th he refolved to try the diipofitioa 
of the governed, and leized every oppor^ 
tunity of prsufing her method with Miii 
Melmoth, of congratulating the parents od 
fo great an acquifition, and paying her the 
bighelt compGnients s but not a irord of 
Anna. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



An (Hd-p^nmed Wed£ng, 

With thefe rcfolutions the colonel 
at laft found, from the information of his 
lervant, that Anna was, as well as her go« 
vernels, an early rifer, and that one hour, 
before the family were affemblcd, was ge- 
nerally fpent by them at the harpfichord ; 
he took fuch advantage of his intelligence 
that, at the next leflbn, they were furpri- 
fed at his entrance (by accident) into the 
room they were in. A deep blufti of timid 
modefty tinged the checks of our heroine, 
nor were thofe of Mrs. Barlow free from a 
glow; — they would have retired, — but 
the colonel, with all the foftnefs and good- 
nature his very pliable features could af- 
fume, begged he might not be deprived of 

F 5 fo 
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V 

fo lovely a fight as beauty in bloom inftru£t* 
ing beauty in the bud. 

Mrs. Barlow was glain in her perfon, and' 
en the wrong fide of forty ; from the cha- 
rafter I have before given her the reader- 
will do her the juftice in believing the all- 
fufficicnt colonet, in his fiilfome. compli- 
ment, went agreat way towards outwitting 
himfclf ; which was certainly the cafe, not- 
withllanding it was accompanied with an 
elegant card-purfe, containing ten guineas^ 
put with great politenefs into her hand ; but^ 
obfervihg the furprife ih her, countenance 
indicated nothing in favour ofhis views^, 
(that cold diftruft, on the rcverfe, and the 
thanklefe civility, with which fhe accepted 
his purfe, pretty plainly-^ipoke how little it 
oWigcdher,) he added, with a graver tone 
of voice, '* I mean it, madam,, as an ac-^ 
*' knowledgement of my gratitude for the 
" care you take of my Eliza." 

A fervant, at this moment, entered to 
fpeak to Mrs. Barlow 5 then, (his whole 
heart in his eyes,) in a low voLce^ he en* 
treated Anna to favour.him withLone leffons . 

frecj. 
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free, equally from guile and fufpicion, (he was 
preparing to obey him, when Mrs. Barlow 
told her Mrs. Meimoth was up. — The co- 
lonel begged for five minutes i — the obfti- 
nate governefs woald not grant one. — " It 
^ was her cuftom to attend Mrs. Meimoth 
" as foon as Ihe arofe." — He was fure 
^* that lady would pardon Mifs for not ac^ 
" companying her, if fhe mentioned it ai 
^' his requett/' — '^ Sir,'* returned Mrs, 
Barlow, with a look and voice which im- 
plied refokition on one hand and- fufpicion 
on the other, " if you make- the requeft t0 - 
Mrs. Meimoth yourfelf, and fhe com- 
plies, L muft acquiefce ; but, at prefeftt, 
you. muft excufe her." — The whole ©f 
j-his lady's condu6l and behaviour convin- 
ced, him he mufl change his attack and be 
more on his guard: it was plain the old 
lady was clearer-fighted than, he wished her, 
and proof (^which was to him a miracle) a- 
gainfl, gold : but for her the complying littl:? 
angel would have flaid with him ; a curfcj 
which this thought fent from his heart be- 
fore it reached his lips, was changed to a 

F 6. fmilc. 



cc 



loS ANNA. 

fitiile, and, with a polite bow, he led MrSi 
Barlow to the door, wilhing her good 
inorning. 

Mrs, Barlow had fcen, in the difFcrcnt 
femilics where ihe had fcrvcd, a good de^J 
pf what is called life : fhe was marked very 
Viuch with the fmall-pox, which cruel dif- 
order had greatly altered a beautiful iet of 
features, it had indeed left her nothing but 
licr eyes and teeth, which were both very 
fine; her inanners were by moft people 
thought reftrvcd i from thofe circumftances 
ihe had efcaped much temptation to evil 
herfelf^ but fhe therefore had the more Ict- 
fure to look into the adbions of others, and 
the untnterefting famenefs of her own life 
rendered the viciffitudes of people, with 
whom fhe was connedtcd, the more obfcr- 
vable* 

The coloneFs charafter was no fcfs an 
objeft of alarm than the charms of her pu- 
pil, whom fhe loved with an affection truly 
maternal ; fhe had perceived the correfted 
tranfports, the eager looks, the niggard ap- 
probation, of the former, and trembled (or 

the 
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the fiitc of the latter, over whom Ihe fo 
ftridtly watched, and whole fteps ihe fb 
clofely followed, that another fortnight paA 
fed without forwarding the coloners honou* 
table fcheme i he found he was fufpefted^ 
and fervently did he wifh he had this Argus 
for one hour in the hallowed land of indul* 
gence, or that he could venture at the lame 
means of quieting her, which, in India, 
would have excited no inquiry. But the 
kw (rude, inconvenient, Englifh law,) was 
the dread and hatred of his foul ; his pa* 
tience was nearly exhauftcd, when an event 
happened whichg ave new life to his wiihes ; 
—this was the marriage of Mrs. Barlow, 
who had been addreflfed, when in her nine- 
teenth year (he waited on a lady at Oxford, 
by a Welfh parfon. Her lover's paffion 
had npt only furvived the lofs of her beauty, 
but had been cheriflied with unremitting 
conftancy twenty-three years, waiting with 
hope and patience till it was in her power- 
to fave, and his to obtain, fomcthing like 

9 decent fubftftcnce« 
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Mr. Manfel, wkh this view, had ferved 
feveral Wcllh curacies, with his eye on a 
Kving Sir William Edwin (a baronet, who, 
on particular occafions, did him the ho- 
nour of calling him coufm) promifed him* 
The moment the incumbent died he polled 
to London^ where his patron then was, to 
remind him of his promife i Sir William 
was as good as his word ; and the happy 
parfon having obtained the living, he took 
Somerfetihire in his way down, in order to 
carry his long-affianced and beloved bride 
home with him. 

■ 

Mrs, Melmoth. heard, with a vifible coni- 
cern, the neceffity flie was under of parting 
with fo valuable a woman i Mr. Melmoth 
protefted her fellow was not to be procured 
at any rates- but their gpod friend, the co^ 
lonely found, in fome degree, means .to re- 
concile the lady to that event, by obferving 
ftie might be a decent kind of woman e^ 
nough, he believed fhe was a little precifc 
or fo, but that did not fignify, fl.e might 
be a very proper body to fuperintend the 
bringing up of Anna Dalton, but re?illy 
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Mfs. Mclmoth muft excufe him if he made 
diftinftions. Eliza Melmoth, if flic be- 
haved well, would move in a higher fpherc 
of life; he, for his part, who (again they 
muft forgive him) was ufed to the convert 
fation and company of the firft people, knew 
there were many things which a young woi- 
maa of faftiion ought to learn ; thefe that 
woman was totally ignorant of, French in 
particular. Did ever any body hear of an 
Englifti govcrnefs being engaged, where a 
French one could be procured !: 

Here was a fpeech di'reftly to the heart of 
the fond mother; joy and happinefs were in 
the found ; Eliza Melmoth "would be heireis 
to Colonel Gorget, and a match for a duke.. 
From that moment all the ufeful part of the 
child's education was laid afide ! the idea of 
riches flie was to inherit fwallowed up her 
mother's reluftance at parting with the ami- 
able, the fenfible, the modeft, Mrs. Bair 
low; it riveted her- confidence in the colo- 
Bel ; and inquiries were diredly fet on foot 
.for a French govcrnefs*. 

Mri» 
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Mrs. Barlow having, therefore, now € 
handfome opportunity of accepting the offer 
of Mr. Manfel, and complying with his ar* 
dent requeft of going with him to Wales^ 
as her fer vices could not only be difpenfed 
with, but were in faA no longer wsmted, a 
day was fixed for their marriage at the pa- 
rilh-church, whei\ Mr. Melmoth was fo 
good as to ftand &ther to the bride, and 
gave an elegant dinner on the occafion. In 
the mean time all her leifure was ipent in 
repeating the inftruftions her heart difba- 
ted to Anna, whpfe parting with her go- 
Vernefs was the firft real trouble fhe had yet 
known s Ihe loved, and was beloved by, 
Mrs. Barlow with the afFeftion mofllikely 
to ftand the tefV of time or any change of 
circumflance, as it was founded on the 
mutual approbation and efteem of each o- 
ther's principles : the maternal love and ten- 
dernefs, which had accompanied all the va- 
luable leilbns of the worthy governefs, were 
repaid by the lovely pupil with the moft du-» 
tiful and affeftionate regard ; no talk was 
difiicult, or entered on with reludance, 

convinced^ 
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•onvinccd^ as fhe was, that her own good 
was the ultimate object in view* 

Since the increafc in the ftmfly of her 
benefaAors, Mrs. BarIow> forefeeing the 
fun of Anna's favour was fetting, had been 
long fortifying her mind agsunft poffible, if 
not probable, events ; fhe had been arming 
her with patience, and conjuring her to per<« 
fevere in innocence and integrity now thac 
flie was on the eve of leaving her, and lea* 
ving her too in a fituation, which, though 
it appeared dangerous to her, fhe was not 
juftified in mentioning, fince her own fur- 
mifes were her only authority s fhe might 
be wrong;— flie might injure the colonel : 
—but her love for Anna rendered her anx- 
ious : it was not, indeed, till the inflant of 
feparation (he knew how necefiary to her 
happincfs this dear girl was i gladly would 
fhe have taken her wholly from Mrs. Mel- 
moth i but the bare mention of fuch a thing 
fhe knew would be taken ill, and fhe had 
too high a fcnfe of gratitude to offer an af- 
front where fhe acknowledged herfclf much 
•bliged : nothing was therefore in her power 

but 
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but to enforce by admonitions (where tears 
were blended with inftruftions) thofe leflbns 
of virtue and propriety which had been the 
fubjeft of their eight years ftudies : ihc 
begged that their correfpondence might be 
regular and unreferved i and told her, with 
an earneftnefs in which truth and love were 
equally vifible, Ihe would always find a 
home with her, and obliged her to promife, 
if any unforefeen event Ihould occafion her>, 
cither from neceffity or choice, to quit the 
Lodge, fhe would, inftead of returning to 
the Daltons, come by way of Briftol to her, 
as that gentleman's family was large, and Ihe 
would be there receiving obligations, when, 
in favouring Mr.Manfel and herfelf with 
her company, fhe would, by adding fo con- 
fiderable to their happinefs, confer it on 
them. The poor weeping Anna felt as if 
ihe was going to be annihilated; fhe pro- 
mifed to obferve, with the moft facred re- 
gard, the minutefl thing her dear firiend 
enjoined her, and to treafure in her memory 
the invaluable inftrudions fhe had received 
from hen 

Their 
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Their parting was accompanied with 
floods of tears, and their afFeftionate adieus 
infcdtcd the whole houfe. With her eyes 
did Anna follow the chaife ^and when it 
was no longer in fight, llie fell fenfelefs into 
the arms of one of the .maids, who^^^ with 
all the fervants, had foDowed to the gate* 
with their good wilhes and prayers, a wo- 
man, whofe inoffenfive temper had, for 
the long time fhe lived at the Lodgc> pre* 
ferved her from enemies, while the jufticc^ 
candour and humanity, of her dilpofitioa 
had made her many friend3» 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Or Cmtrt^. 



^dRS. Melfnctfa's inquiries after a 
Frendi governefs, on ^ich occafion fhe 
had written to London^ were anfwered in 
twodaysy before the departure of Mrs* 
Bariow^ by the applicatbn of a perlbn who 
was accidentally within twelve miles of the 
Lodge. 

A lady of high rank and quality was on 
a vifit at a quondam friend's in Somerfct- 
ihire : *fhc was there attended with a French 
gentlewoman, who had been long enough 
about her ladyfhip's perfon to be in poffcf- 
fion of fome few anecdotes, (pcrfcdtly in- 
nocent no doubt,) which gave her, as fhe 
prefumed, a title to a greater degree of fa- 
jtiiliarity than fat quite eafy on her lady, 
who, however, did not find it convenient 

to 
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to reprehend or difcbarge her» but wanted 
not inclination to do both. It is probaUe 
niademoiielle> as fhe was called^ (who was 
not deficient in the fpccies of low cunningn 
fome people choofe to dignify with the name 
of wit)) might perceive that (he was more 
feared than valued, and therefore took this 
opportunitjr of providing for herfelf in 4 
countiy gentleman's family, or, that fhe 
might (ear, her lady, who was above &t*» 
ting any great value on character, would 
grow weary of the trammels her infolence 
now made her wear« 

Whatever were her motives, (he inftant** 
If applied for a recommendation from Lady 
Waldron to Mrs. Melmoth, alTigning ill- 
jieakh as her only reafon for her wi(h to 
part with fo good and fo amiable a lady« 
London w: nor London hours agreed with 
her; the country flic hoped would be of 
fervipe to her ; but, wherever (he was, it 
was impoflible for her to forego her refpcflb 
and veneration for her dear lady, who, on 
her fidct declared nothing on earth fliould 
pitvail 00 her to part with fo valuable a de«* 

pendent. 
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pendaht^but her regard for her conftitutioni' 
ind wilh to forward her intcrcft. — ^Made- 
moifcUe was therefore difpatched in Lord 
Bury^s chariot to Mehnoth-Lodgc with the 
following card : 

" Lady Waldron's <:ompliments wait on 
^ Mrs. Melmoth, wouSd certainly have had 
" the honour of paying her refpefts to her 
*^ at the Lodge had Ihc not been confined 
*' with a nervous head-ache. 

*^ Lady Waldron, hearing Mrs. M. is in 
^ want of a French governefs for the Mifs 
*^ Melmoths, takes the liberty of recom-^ 
** mending Mademoifelle Frajan as the 

moft proper perfon in the world for fuch 

a truft. — Lady Waldron will be anfwer- 
*^ able in every refpedt for her charafter and 
** abilities." 

Colonel Gorget and his two friends were 
in the faloon taking their tea when, this im- 
portant meflage arrived. ^ 

" Heavens!'* cried the colonel, ^^ the 
•' divine Lady Waldron in the neighbour- 
** hood and I not at her feet! — ^A few 
^ years back Ihe wouki have been highly 

<* piqued 






** piqued at fuch negled ; upon my foul 1 
^' was fond of that woman ;— but let us 
*^ fee her card ; — ^ha 1 the fame pretty pen* 
♦^ woman ! and her ftyle too " 

" Is, no doubt, very good,'* interrupted 
Mr. Melmoth, " but, upon my word, my 
'^ dear," (turning to Mrs. Melmoth,) " I 
** cannot think Lady Waldron's recom- 
*^ mendation an eligible one for the fort of 
^^ perfon you want." 

Mr. Melmoth, you aftonifti me," an 
Iwered the colonel in warmth, "are you 
*^ really fo ignorant of what is due to peo- 
*' pie of diftinftion, as to doubt (notwith- 
*^ llanding the little gallantries of her la- 
** dyfliip's fife) any perfon would, or, in- 
** deed, could, objeft to her rccommen- 
" dation! — Mrs. Melmoth, fee the lady 
" by all means !" 

Mr. Melmoth would have offered a ne- 
gative, but liis clrcumtlances were fo in- 
volved, and his expeftations fo great from 
his generous friend, that, contrary to his own 
judgment, (which at all times was good,) 
he remained a filcnt^ unapproving, i^efta- 

tor. 
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€or« while mademoifcUe was admitted, «xa« 
minedj hired, and returned with die follow^ 
ing card : 

** Colonel Gorget's very bcft complin 
*' inents tQ Lady Waldron, begs leave to 
*' return a thouiand thanks for the honour 
** her ladylhip conferred on his friend, 
** Mrs* Meknoth> ^ho is happy to have 
^ any perfbn under her roof that has ai« 
^^ tended on the charnoing Lady Wat« 
** dron. 

*^ The cokmel will have the honefur of 
** paying his devoirs to Lady W* and 
^ Lord Bury as fcon as convenient tt 
<' them/* 

It will, I prefume, be aflced why Mrs. 
Melmoth hcrfclf did not anfwcr Lady Wal* 
dron*s card — I have told my readers that 
Colonel Gorget was, according to his own 
amount, acquainted with the firft men, at 
well as the fineft women, in the kingdom i 
but I did not pledge tnyfelf for the veracity 
of that affcrtion. The truth-is, excepting 
thofe hungiy and proBigate peers who con- 
defiladed to bori^ow his money, which, I 

before 



^iiefone obferved, he would freely lend to a 
peer, and the family to whofe father he owed 
^ his good fortune, he ^as as Httle known 
:as refpeftedi and, as to Lady Waldron, 
iic had really never fecn her but in public ; 
neverthelcfs quality acquaintance was his 
•greateft ambition, and, not being troubled 
with the modeft diffidence that keeps merit 
at a diftance, or, when it is fufFered to ap- 
proach, prevents the difplay of its claims 
'to patronage, he feized, with undaunted 
affurance, on this occafion to introduce 
-himfelf i he did not, .however, take the 
ienfe of his friends on the contents of the 
-card to the lady ; he felt tlie fuperioricy of 
Mr. Mehnoth's judgment and undcrftand- 
»ing too forcibly to fufierhim to i«fpe<5l i];to ' 
fo flimfy an artince. As to matter of cuf- 
^om and poUtenefs, were they not poor^ 
.and was not he rich i and were they not in 
too much diftrefs to rilk offending a man 
in whofe power it was to be their friend ? 
Certainly Mr. Meimoth felt himfclf hurt ; 
.and it was not till he had heard a great 
<ieal more, froqi his wife, of bearing, and 
voi-. u G forbearing. 
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forbearing, he could quite rcfume }ib 
good humour -, but that was a mere baga- 
telle. 

The next diy brought the French gover- 
nefs i — the apartments were now to under- 
go an entire alteration ; — the little librarj^, 
where all the ideas of Anna were formed, 
was no inore ; — mademolfelle mull have a 
room to herfelf — ^At; this our heroine did 
not jrepinc as fhe then flept with Eliza jbut 
fobn had Ihe fufficient reafon to regret her 
loft friend, her refpedted companion. E 
very fuccefljve hour in her time had its 
employments on araufements that contri- 
buted either to health or Improvement; the 
hour^, appropriated to ufeful or ornamental 
needle-work, Y/trt now loitered away from 
trifle to trifle, or aftually funk in direft i- 
iilenefs ; and thofe mofl: delightfully filled 
by reading fome of the befl: Engliih au- 
thors, in which happy periods they were 
frequently^ honoured with the company of 
Mr. Melmoth, who had the goodnefs to 
guide her judgment and direft her.taftc, 
now loft in an illiterate commencement of 

the 
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tke French language, which Anna could 
not comprehend^ nor would attend to. In 
fine, Ihe defpifed the inftrudtrefs, and could 
not profit by her leflbns. Ignorant, haugh- 
ty, and ill-bred ; commanding, with an air 
of infolent pride, thofc, who not being ufed 
to fuch manners, fcorned to obey ; made- 
moifeUe began her career at Melmoth- 
Lodge with the diflike of aU its natural in- 
habitants; the colonel, indeed, was charm- 
ed with her ; as to the children, it was e- 
nough to fay ^^mademoifelle was coming'*to 
frighten them into any thing. 

This refpeftable perfon, for whofe cha- 
rafter a lady of fafhion was anfwerable, was 
in her thirtieth year ; had been handfome ; 
was dirty in her perfqn; immoral in her 
difcourfe -, ignorant of the refinements of 
her own language, and too volatile to learn 
with propriety that of the country fhe found 
it convenient to refide in ; her fpeech was 
a mixed jargon of broken Englifli and vul- 
gar French ; ihe wore a vaft deal of rouge, 
took fnufF, loved intrigue, and hated work* 
Such was the perfon engaged to fupply the 

G 2 place. 
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place of Mrs. Barlow, at Mclmoth-lx)dge, 
under trie aufpices of Colonel Gorget. 



CHAPTER Xy^ 



Family Anecdotes^ 



X HE gallant colonel was now in his ele- 
ment J iie wab waicing a mandate from I ac^ 
Waldron ; he was ogling and fighirig at tliC 
Frenchwoman, and he felt his defircs in- 
creafe every moment for the innocent viftim 
he had marked for his own. 

He had propofed two days Hay at the 
liodge^ as many months were now ckpfed, 
janci Jxe fpoke not of departing, 

Mcs. 
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Mrs. Afhby and Mrs. MandeviUe, twa 
fifters of Mr. Melmoth, were in impati.nc 
cxpeftation of the time he would confer the 
fame honour on them ; and, anxioufly jea- 
lous of a partiality fo marked, more than 
half-repented giving up Mrs. Melmoth's 
-acquaintance, as they had, by that means, 
fhut themfelves out of the way of paying- 
their court for the loaves and fifhes. 

They were continually fending him invi- 
tations, tirefome enough, as he could not 
.prevail on himfelf to leave the Lod^e till 
he had vifited Lady Waldron, made a con- 
queft of mademoifelle, and fecured Anna; 
but, it at la(t ftruck him, that, the diftance 
being fo fmall, he might occafionally vifit 
thofc ladies without remitting his attention 
to either of the points he willied to keep in 
view ; indeed, he now recollefted it as an 
odd circumftance, which had before efcaped 
his obfervation, that' neither of Mr. Mel- 
moth's fifters had been to pay their perfonal 
refpefts to him there ; this was a matter as 
unintelligible to his hofts as himfelf 5 the fa- 
mily-connexion had been declined, on the 

G 3 part 
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part of thofe ladies, with little ceremony 
and lefs good nature ; and, whenever they 
met by accident, it was with fueh ftifFcon-- 
tempt on one fide, and carelefs indifference 
on the other, that an klaircijjement was the 
laft thing likely to take place. 

Mr. Melmoth, in juftif e to himlelf and 
family, could not help relating, with fome 
acrimony, the unprovoked caprfce of his 
relations, on being qiieftioned on- that head 
by his friend* 

The colcne) expreffed both grief and fur- 
prife to hear that his charming, his amiable, 
friend, Mrs, Melmoth^ had been j(b impc^- 
litely ufed. 

He fuppofed, her hufband's having {o 
nobly preferred happinefs to' riches, in his 
choice of her, to be the caufe of her being 
treated with fuch difrefpcft/ 

The lady bluflied at this complmient, 
which rather mortified than flattered her ; 
but anfv/ered coolly, if that were the cafe, 
Jhe prefumed the diflike of Mr. Melmoth*s 
relations would have been fhewn at the 
time of their marriage 5 on the contrary^ 

the 
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they had lived with great harmony four 
years. 

V/elly it was aftonilhing \ the colonel 
could not account for it ; but, however, he 
would take a ride to Mrs, Afhby^s ; he 
would know the caufe ; and did affure 
them, if the fifters did not well acquit? 
themfelves, or make proper advances to- 
wards a re-union ia the family, they fliould 
be equal ftrangers to his - friendlhip and 
favour. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melmoth could have dif- 
penfed with this interference ,- they felt no 
regret at being deprived of the fociety of 
relations, between whom' and themfelves 
there cxiffed neither afFeftion nor efteem ; 
but the apparent candour and good nature 
of the motive called for thanks and acknow- 
ledgments ; yet, though they did not re- 
fufe, neither did they court, the good offi- * 
ces of their officious friend on an occafioa 
about which they wene perfeftly indifFe- 
rent* 

However,, the following morning Colo- 
nel Gorget's fervant was fcnt with the joy-^ 

G 4 fui 
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fill news, that his mafler would condclcenl^ 
to dine with Mrs. Ailiby next day, and re-^ 
quefted Mrs. Mandevillc wojukJ be of the 
party. 

The ladies were in raptures at the fight 
©f their dear and honoured friend ; they had 
been broken=-hearted at his being fo near 
fuch a length of time without allowing them^ 
to pay their duty ; and Caroline Alhby wa0 
not a little mortified that her young couGns 
hadfo much better fortune than herfelf, in 
the opportunity, his rcfidence at the Lodge 
gave them, of attrafting the horlour of his 
notice. 

The colonel, on his part, was all affec- 
tion and politenefs; he had fuffered very 
much in depriving himfelf fb lorig of the 
happinefs he now enjoyed ; he was charmed 
w^ith the ladies> aad delighted with Mils 
Caroline ; and, notwithftanding what I have 
faid of the duplicity of hi^ charadler, he 
was, in his profeffiona of friendlhip and re- 
gard, quite as fmcere as the ladies to whom 
he addreffed them were in theirs* 

After 
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After dinner Mifs Alhby was called to 
her inftrument. — She was a tall coarfc girl 
of fixteen, who was fo partially approved 
by the mother, and whofe every adtion fo 
charmed, that, when once the delightful 
theme of her perfections was flarted, it ciK 
groffed her whole attention. 

" Come, Caroline, let the colonel hear 
^^ my favourite fong. 

" Play your new leflbn. 

" Now, my dear, the rondeau." 

With a conceited air, and unblufliing 
countenance, Caroline obeyed. — Deftitute 
of tafte, ear, voice, or judgment, and 
free from the conftraint of timid modefty, 
the young lady entertained their gueft :na 
room indeed was left for his requefls ; the 
fond ill-judging mother ftill continuing her 
plaudits, and ftill calling forth the fancied 
attradtions of her darling daughter, not 
knowing that, inttead of gratifying, fhe 
was difgutting, the perfon it was fo much 
her wifli to pleafe. 

The contraft, between the manners, as 
well as perfon, of the profperous Caroline 

G 5 Afhby 
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Afhby and the poor orphaned Anna; was: 
indeed too ftriking not to redouble the va- 
lue of the one, in his eftimation, as he feJt 
tired and difgufted with the other. 

It was in vain he fought an opportunity 
of entering on the fubje<9: of the coolnefc 
that fubfifted in the fkmily; Mifs Afhby 
had ftiU fome charming thing to amufe him 
with, tillj after fhifting his feat feveral 
times, and betraying every token of reft- 
Jeffnefs, he was obliged to break in, on what 
he vowed was the harmony of the fpheres, 
to beg an hour's ferious eon variation ; but 
mifs was ftill defired to keep her feat, as 
Mrs. Afliby was fure Colonel Gorget would 
wilh to hear another fong before he left 
them. 

He then, with great apparent concern, 
inquired the rcafon fo manifeft a difunion 
prevailed in fo refpeftable a family. 

A general fimper overfpread the. counte- 
nance of the ladies. 

They fhewed a reluftance to enter on the 
fubjeft^ which he was clever enough toper- 

eeiyt 
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ccive was afrcfted, and that with cxpcftationi 
of being more cloiely urged. 

After many evafibns, and' pretended 
backwardncfs to fay any thing that could 
leffen their friend's good opinion of any 
part of the family, Mrs. Afhby took upoa 
fier to be fpokefwoman. 

She appealed to himfelf, whether, m. 
die firll inftance, it muft not be a great 
mortification to them to fee their only bro- 
ther, a young man, in.pofleflion of fiich a. 
noble eftate, and the laft male of their fa- 
mily, free from incumbrances of any kind^ 
throw himfclf away on a woman of neither 
birth nor fortune, the daughter of people 
of doubtful; charade r,. as fhe fuppofed he 
knew.. 

The coloneP bowed his affent; 

" However, w^hen the thing was pafl re- 
*^ cal, we thought itbeft to be on decent 
" terms with them ; but when, in the face 
" of the whole country, flic fliamelcflly 
*' brought her natural daughter here, drel- 
" fing and educating her in a far fupericr 
*^' flyle to what our cl:ilJrcn were drc^ffcd 
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•' and educated in, fquandering our dear fa-* 
^' ther's fortune on her illegitimate ofF- 
fpring, — it was too much 5 the honour of 
our family was concerned, as well as 
our own private feelings, in avoiding^ 
*^ all intercourfe with them.'* 

" What is this you fay, Madam ?" an- 
fwercd the colonel in the utmofl aftonifh- 
mcAt ; " Let me underfland you, — her na- 
*' tural daughter V 

^^ Yes>" returned Mrs. Afhby, *' that 
^ Anna, that pet, is her own child; fhe 
*' was brought from London by an old 
'' fervant of my father's, who received 
her from the people that nurfcd her, and 
they told Dame Plunket, Mrs. Mclmoth 
had at laft prevailed on her hufband ta 
*^ take the brat. All the old fervants 
•' (fome of them born in the houfc) were 
** difcharged for prefuming to deliver their 
^ thoughts on fo fcandalous an affair. 
** It is now no fecret > every body in this 
country knows it, nor can fhe be igno-.- 
rant that her infamy is difcovered ; but 

" it 
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*^ it is no wonder fhe wiflies to conceal 
*' it from you, fin" 

This was news indeed to Colonel Gor- 
get ; not that he believed a fyllable of the 
affair as reprefented by Nf rs. Afhby. Mrs.. 
Melmoth, at his firft coming to the Lodge, 
related in fuch an ingenuous, ardefs, man- 
ner, her accidentally meeting with the or- 
phan fhe proteAed, together with the name 
and place of abode of the perfon froni 
whom fhe took her, whofe facred fun<3:ion 
was, as well as Mr. Melmoth's authority, 
a confirmation that placed beyond a pofli- 
bility of doubt the truth of the flory ; be- 
fides Mr. Melmoth, although, as Dame 
Plunket faid, a mere fap in worldly wif- 
dom, had too much honour as well aS un- 
derflandmg to fupport his wife in fuch an 
atrocious impofition^ it was fo eafy to 
trace it to convidion if falfe, and no lefs 
to confirm it if true, that he hefitated not 
to decide, in his own mind, on the inno- 
cence of Mrs. Melmoth. He had, indeed, 
fo thorough a knowledge of the world, 
and what it would do to early a point, that 

he 
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he made no doubt but this was a calumny, 
originating at firft in the fpirit of curioficy, 
and confirmed' by that of ill-nature ; but 
the matter now was, what ufe could be 
made of this piece of intelligence, — could 
it not be tortured fo as to turn to the ad- 
vancement of his grand defign ? — Mrs. 
Mclmoth's favour was of confequence to 
himjuft nowifliould he, therefore, make 
a merit with her of vindicating her injured 
fame, and clearing her charafter from the 
unjuft afperfions it had fuftained'Tor would 
it not be better to referve this a6l of juftict 
for fome future occafion ? 

Could he not by and by tell it in a man- 
ner that fliould both alarm and diilrcfs her ? 
and was it not probable, in that cafe, hie 
might feize fome favourable moment to in-- 
duce her to difcard the innocent- caufe of 
her difquiet ?/ 

At all events he could at any time dif- 
clofe it as an aft of kindnefs, or, if more 
convenient, as caufe of quarrel, and an 
excufc to break off the conncftion when it 
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was no longer neceflary to be fo partial ta 
her, or fo dotingly fond of her children. 

At prefentj then, he refolved to fail with 
the lire am. 

After fome moments profound filence,. 
dwing which he turned in his mind tlie 
preceding arguments, attentively watched 
by the ladies, he raifed his eyes to heaven, 
and, deeply fighing, caft them down agaki 
inftantaneoufly without articulating a fyl- 
iable.. 

Another paufc raffed the expeftation of 
the company ; and fo prepared were they 
to coincide with the wifdom of his opinion, , 
that had he, as they pre-fuppofed he would 
have doncj ftood forth the champion of 
Mrs. Melmoth's hanour> rather than rifquc 
a difference in opinion with him,, tliey 
would have given up the matter^ notwith- 
ftanding their rooted prejudices, and their, 
warm regard to the credit and honour of 
their family. 

But fuch condefcenfions were m>t likely/ 
to be demanded. The colonel folemnly 
addrefled them ;— » 

« Let 
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*' Let us," faid he, '^ my ever de^ 
" friends, whcrejufticc will permit it, leave 
'* room for candour: let us believe you 
^* may be mifinformed." 

Encouraged beyond their hopes, — ^No; 
they aflured him that was impoflible s they 
were but too certain. 

" Well, then," continued the mild be- 
nevolent man, " let us not know it j or, 
«' if we mull know it, let us (hoping the 
*' poor woman may have feen her error, 
'^ and in compaflion to the children ftie 
" has by your brotlier) give the world an 
" example of charity and forgivenefs in 
*^ our conduct.'' 

If the reader has been ufed to converfe 
with Colonel Gorgets, (and he will find 
many of them on the theatre of the great 
world,) he will know that there are two 
ways of enforcing an argument ; and that 
the^ fame words, literally repeated, may 
ferve for either. 

Thus, to be looked upon as the peace- 
maker of the family, and to be efteemed 
the friend of Mrs, Mclmoth^ were what 

the 
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0it colonel chofc to cxprefs in his words ; 
but the manner of his uttering them 
made it pretty plain neither was in his 
fneaning. 

With the prefent inhabitants of the 
ILodge he was perfeftly free from all ap* 
prehenfions of a difcovery of the latent 
-caufe of his remaining there. Mrs. Mel* 
moth was a good-natured, open-hearted^ 
thoughtlefs, woman, whofe bofom harbour* 
€d no fuipicion of any kind ; all fhe had ia 
view was paying court to the nabob for the 
fake of her children. 

The fquire was, every moment he could 
fteal off to his ftudy, up to the ears in he- 
roic poems, and, when prefent, more than 
half in the third heavens j as for the Frenc k 
govcrnefs, fhe w^ almoft a match for the 
colonel himfclf. Elated with his amorous 
advances, fhe had, in her own ideas, laid 
a regular plan of defence and capitulation, 
and already rolled her vis-a-vis down St. 
James's Street, not giving way to Lady 
Waldron herfelf. 

Anna, 
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Anna, the treafure for whom att hva^ 
plans were laid, innocent and carelefs, 
thoughtkfs and urrfufpicious, was now 
wholly employed in iinifhing a muff for 
Mrs. Melmoth, romping with the children, 
or playing on the harpfichord, and placed 
her fupreme 'delight in receiving a fum- 
mons from Mr, Melmoth to his library, or 
writing to Mrs. Manfel, which Ihc never 
failed doing, or omitted informing her of 
every occurrente that happened j to this 
eafy unfufpefting circle it was not the in- 
tereft of Colonel Gorget to make apy ad- 
dition. 

Mrs. Afhby, a widow and a coquet; 
Mrs. Mandeville, a llarched prude, and 
Caroline Aftiby, a .pert, forward, inquifi- 
tive, mifs, were not at all people he chofe 
to give an opportunity of obferving on his 
aft ions. 

It was therefore, at prefeht, not conve- 
nient to him to bring about a reconciliation 
in the family, though he thought proper to 
pli-eferve the appearance of endeavouring to* 
Jffea it. 

When 
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^Vhen he parted with the ladies^, at Afliby- 
Grove, he told them it was with infinite 
regret ; and, though he could not but wifh 
to meet them at the Lodge, yet he muft 
own It was a delicate point, on which he 
could not determine, as it appeared, in the 
light the affair now ftood, equally com« 
mendable whether they continued their re- 
ferve in relpedl to their family, or whether 
they dropped it in regard to their brother ; 
but he would give them his farther fenti- 
ments when he had the honour of waiting 
on Mrs. Mandeville, v/hich fhould be in 
the enfuing week- 

At his return to the Lodge, Colonel 
Gorget lamented the implacable temper of 
the ladies he had been with, made com- 
parifons, in an indirect manner, betweet* 
the gentle and fweet temper of his amiable 
friend, and that of the violence and felP- 
fufficiency of thofe he had vifited ; and, in 
confequence of his unfavourable obferva- 
tions on thofe ladies, he would no more 

« 

think of dividing his time, but, while he 

itaid 
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ftaid in that part of the country, make hU 
home at the Lodge, 

I need not fay Mr. and Mrs. Melmoth 
were very happy at this preference in the 
colonel, or that they expreffed themfelves 
not more honoured than obliged, becaufe, 
though their circumltances were fo much 
deranged, it was the folly of the age, not 
the vices of it, which had found place ia 
their difpofitions : they really felt his par- 
tiality as the higheft obligation, and ac- 
knowledged it with as much gratitude* 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



The Raftun. 

Colonel gorget, now perfcdly at 
cafe in his outworks, ferioufly began his 
attacks on our young heroine. It was, I 
have informed my reader, Mrs. Barlow's 
:Cuftom, from the time the mufic-m after 
was difcharged, to keep Anna to a regular 
.praftice of Jeflbns one hour every moruing* 
The interjTuption, which alarmed the gover- 
iiefs, induced her to change the place of 
praftice; and, from the time the colc.nel 
intruded on them, they had made ufe of an 
old oigan in an oftagon temple, where for- 
merly little concerts had been held. Anna, 
in obedience to Mrs. Manfel's injundions, 
-as well as to gratify her awn tafte for mu- 
lie, continued her morning vifits to the tem- 
ple : of this circumftance an old valet, who, 

being 



14* ANNA. 

being as artful as his mafter, was the only 
fcrvant who could ftay any time in his fer- 
vice, informed the colonel; and he, the 
very firft day after this intimation, under 
pretence of ftrolling round the gardens, 
furprifed lier in the middle of a leflbn, which 
lb entirely cngroffed her attention, that he 
had fufficient leifure to examine and admire 
the various charms of a young creature, who 
was the emblem of youth, innocence, and 
beauty: but his emotions did not fufFer 
him to enjoy long in filence fo exquifite a 
feaft. At firft the furprife both alarmed 
and confufed her ; but he^ throwing all the 
foftnefs and polite refpeft into his manner 
he fo well knew how to make fit e^fy on his 
features, begged a thoufand pardons for the 
intrufion, and, with great earnelVnefs^ in- 
treated he might not interrupt her ; faid he 
would inftantly leave the place, if fbe re- 
quired it, but Ihould be for ever obliged 
by one fong. 

This requeft, in her idea, amounted to 
a command ; fhe knew how exceedingly 
Mrs. Mclmoth vyas ixiterefted in pleafing 

this 
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this gentleman, and, unapprehenfivc of 
danger as unconfcious of guilt, with no o- 
ther embarraffment than at firlt proceeded 
from her natural diffidence, fhe fang and 
played. ' 

The morning was one of the hotteft in 
Auguft; not a breath of air interrupted the 
melody of her voice, and the accompani- 
ments were echoed from an adjacent grove* 
She aftonilhed and charmed the enraptured 
colonel in her warblings of "Fair Aurora," 
from Artaxerxes ; another and another fong 
was aflked, and granted ; when, fuddenly 
recollefting her dear companinoji in this 
morning amufcment, fhe made a quick 
tranfition from Seftini's lively ^^Non dubi- 
"^ ia'* to Linley's beautiful elegy of " I 
*' fmg of the days that are gone." 

He could hold no longer, no longer rc- 
ftrain the tranfports of a paflion he fccretly 
vowed no power Ihould prevent him from 
gratifying.— Catching her in his arms, he 
(wore Ihe was more than mortal ! — Ihc was 
divine !— r-and, ravifhing, from her hitherto- 
unpolluted lips, kifles, not lefs difgufling 

from 
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from his figure than frightful from Ks vt^ 
hcmenee, for a moment deprived her of all 
power of refiftance ; foon, however^ (tho- 
roughly terrified at his indecent violence,.) 
h^r fcreams jent the grove :, but, loft now 
to every idea except that of gratifying his 
hideous pafTion, he recoUefted not how far 
he was removed from, that country where 
rape and murders are tolerated afts ! deaf 
to her cries, unmoved by htr youth and 
-terror, he was proceeding to outrage, when 
the fuddcn appearance of madcmoifelle took 
from him all aftive powers* 

The trembling Anna efcaped out of the 
temple, and, with inconceivable agility, 
ran into the nurfery, where ihc fainted 
away. 

The interviev/ between Colonel Gorget 
cand Fraj an requires an abler pen than mmc 
to do itjufticej that lady was awakened 
ctiuch earlier than common by her own a- 
greeable ideas. The gallant colonel had 
taken an opportunity of attributing to her 
^charms his ftay at the Lodge ; the paflioa 
^ felt for her he vowed would confumc 

himi 
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Irim ; fife was bo life, it was a lingering li- 
ving deaths without the adorable Frajan. 
He added as many more brilliant things as 
could be crammed into a two- minutes ftop, 
en p^ffimt, as he crofled the halli and, fb 
delighted was fhe with his homage to 
eharms, which, to fay the truth, were pretty 
well worn, that it was late before her de- 
lightful reveries gave way to repofe, and 
early when they refumed their empire c-^ 
ver her imagination, to indulge in her fond 
preftge of future happinefs. 

She ftroUed into the garden, and was, at 
riie inftant of her turning towards the tem- 
ple, deliberating with hcrfelf whether (he 
might not, by afFefting referve draw the 
old fool into marriage ; many a one had 
been fo caught by thofe who could not 
boalt half her attraftions: indeed, one re- 
coUeftion, a trifling objeftion occurred, 
namely, her being married already; but 
that was offhiall import, Monfieur Frajan 
was a gentleman who had the honour of be- 
longing to the Grand Monarque's guards i 

he was too polite to be hard of accefs^'and 
VOL. I* H too 
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too poor to be troublelbmc 5 he had the 
misfortune of not being able to fupport Ma- 
dame Frajan in a ftyle equal to her elevated 
notions -, and he had the happinefs of being 
too great a philolbpher to let that difturb 
his repofe : but then, fuppofing that mat- 
ter adjufted, Ihe fhould be obliged always 
to live with the ugly wretch ; now, as a 
miftrefs, fiie was entitled to feparate purfe, 
feparatc pleafures ; and, as to intereft, it is 
feldom, indeed, in that fituation they arc 
united. Thefe confidcrations being all re- 
duced to Fafts, what muft her confternation 
be at feeing the man who was dying for her; 
whom fhe fct down as her fixed flave, on the 
point of committing violence on a beauti- 
ful inmate in the fame houfe, a mere chit, 
a girl fhe held in contempt ! — Rage tied 
her tongue as confufion did his. 

But rage in the Frenchwoman, though 
jftrengthened by fo fevere adifappointment, 
had not power to reprefs the happy turn of 
her nation ; her rifible faculties were irre- 
liftibly and involuntarily excited by the ob- 
jeft before her. ' 

The 



A N N- X. 147 

The colonel's figure was truly comic i— 
imagine you fee a little mean*looking pcr- 
fon, his eyes not yet recovered frorn their 
vicious ftare, endeavouring to blink away 
the fliame of detedion; his fine laced 
ruffles hanging in tatters over his wrifts; 
and the contraft between the powder and 
his olive complexion^ rendered ftifl more 
ttriking, by its being brufhed ofF his head 
on diflerent parts of his very yellow facci 
that head, on which time had made wofisl 
depredations, it being very near bald ; his 
fi-izeur had, with great art and care, fcraped 
up a few briftlcs of venerable hue to dreis 
in the front of his wig, which Was made fo 
exaftly to fit, that k was- not, till flic faw 
it on the floor, mademoifelle could be- 
lieve he carried fo unfafhionable a thing 
about him ; his locks, totally deranged, 
hung about his ample forehead ; and, his 
tmt-enfemble being too much for French 
gravity, (he exclaimed, ** Ah, 'mon Duu I 
** what, with that figure, would you have 
*^ done with the child ?" and, burfting into 
a fit of laughter, picked up his wig, and 

H 2 begged 
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Jbceged to^hayc the honour of rc-adjufting 
his head, 

« 

the colpncFs enraged looks prefc/itly 
reminded mademoifellc of the lapfe fhc 
had made; it was, fhe now recolk6lcd> 
her part to be dying with grief at the dif- 
covery i — but another difcovery had liker 
wife been made ; her exclamation, the loud 
laugh, the contemptuous fhrug, Ipoke a 
language the colonel, with all his vanity, 
could not help underftanding -, it told Kim 
the conqueft he had meditated was as little 
likely to injure her peace as his ownj fhe 
was, therefore, as to her own perfon or 
fcntiiTients, not an object in the lealt in- 
tcrefting to him, buf thofe involuntary 
marks of contempt for his perfon would 
certainly have operated to her immediate 
difadvantage, had he not been rellrained, 
with a prefence of mind that never fo eii- 
tircly forfook him as in the prefent in- 
ftance, by a rccoUedbion how much it was 
in her power to fcrve or injure him in his 
jgrand dcfign, now inflamed beyond his 
power of fubduing. 

Bitterly 
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Bitterly did he curie the precipitate folly 
that would, doubtlclsly, alarm the girl, 
and render the affiftance of this auxiliary 
of importance : his intention was to have 
treated Anna with a delicate indulgence, 
to court her refpeft, to infinuate himfelf 
into her' confidence, to excite her grati- 
tude ; but by no means to alarm the trem- 
bling virtue he knew was implanted in her 
mind. 

The fad gradation, from uiicontaminatcd* 
purity to audacious vice, was a ieflbn hc' 
had taught many an innocent heart : well' 
was the fubtle veteran in iniquity acquaint- 
ed with each winding maze, each artfulchie, 
to attain that horrid end ; aind deep were his 
regrets that he had fufFered paffion to coun- 
teradl his ufual precaution. 

The girl might now be telling Mrs. Mcl- 
moth all that had happened j Ihc might, 
at this moment, by her artlefs eloquence, 
be exciting the refentment of Mr. Mclmoth 
for the infiilt offered his friendfliip and hof- 
pitality j or, in cafe that gentleman might 
not choofe to break with fo valuable a frieild, 

H 3 he 
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he might fend her away j Ihe might efcapc j 
he might fee her no more ! That idea was 
not to be borne ! no time miift be loft. Ta 
take the enemy he detefted to his bolbir j^ 
while it would anfwer any purpofe of his 
own, was what he had pradifed his whok 
life ; but it was not often he had been fa 
fituated with a female, on who ni he en- 
deavoured to make an impreffion, who^, 
after giving every token of a growing at*- 
tachment, had, in one unp^uarded moment^ 
convinced him he was h^^r fcorn. Hard as 
it was to forgive Fra>,n*s mon Dieu! it was. 

here abfolutely neccP^ary at leaft to counter- 
feit forgivenefe. 

Coming, therefore, direftly to thepomt, 
he feized the hiand of the governels, which 
a£tion (he mr^ftaking for an overture towards 
making an amorous peace, withdrew with 
the prercieft aflumed, foft> melancholy, 
air imaginable; but, from the languifh- 
ing downcaft> her bold eyes were turned 
into a ftare of wonder at the manner of his 
addreffing hen 
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No vows, no tender proteftations, no de- 
precation of her anger, or promifes of fu- 
ture fidelity ; but a facrifice more accept- 
able, and as well undcrftood, — a heavy 
purfe found its way into her unreludant 

hand. ^What other arguments (if any 

were neceflary) Colonel Gorget made ufe 
of, to appeafc the refentment of Frajan, I 
know not i certain it is they parted very 
good friends. 

The fiti^tion in which I left my heroine, 
ipread an alarm among the female fervants ; 
Mrs. Melmoth was acquainted v/ith her in- 
diipofition ; and very anxious, on her reco- 
very, to know what could have occafioned 
fuch a violent agitation of fpirits. 

Anna's innate delicacy, the modefty of 
her nature,, and the inilocence of her heart, 
tied her tongue ; the recoUeftion of the co- 
k>ners infults filled her with confufion ; fhc 
was aftiamed to repeat, even to Mrs. Mel- 
moth, v/hat fhe had been expofed to, and 
afraid to fay from whom : a flood of tears 
was the only anfwer fhe could make ; and 
her benefaftrefs, finding her anxiety increafe 

H 4 by 
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by talking* wkb the kindeit expreffions of 

« 

afFeftioii, left her, and dcfcended to the 
breakfaft-room • 

The colonel entered while Mrs. Melmotk 
was relating to her hufband Anna's fuddcn 
ilne fs : how he felt is one thing ; what he 
faid> and how he looked, another: with 
ivell afFefted pity in his countenance be ea- 
gerly liftcned to her whether any part of 
the temple-fcene had tranfpired ; and, find- 
ing, to his great joy, it had not, was thea 
at liberty to be as forry for the poor girl as 
he thought convenient. 

Anna gladly made her iUnefs an excufe 
for not going into the dlning-parlour with 
the children; it was, indeed, more than an 
excufe, as fhe was, ftUl very much indif- 
pofed ; but, though (he did not make Mr§# 
Melmoth the confidante ofherill treatemcnt, 
flie was lefs referved with Mrs.Manfel, t^ 
whom Ihe wrote an account of the whole 
affair, beleeching hef advice how to con- 
duft herfelf with regard to her benefaftrefs, 
as Ihe could not fummon courage to tell her 
of the abandoned conduft of a man who 

v/as 
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was fo highly refpeftcd in the family : fhe 
was not quire at eafe with hcrfelf at the firft 
concealment fhe had ever made from that 
lady. 

Curiofity had once tempted Frajan, in 
breach of all the laws of politenefs, to open 
a letter from Mrs. Manfel to our heroine, 
who, being taught wifdom by experience, 
guarded ^ainft the like inconvenience, by 
requefting Mrs. Manfel to-dire£t her an- 
fwer, under cover, to Jenny Stedman, the 
nurfery-m^d. 
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CHAPTER XVtt 



The Fracas. 

xVnNA kept as much a& w^ in her 
power to the nurfcry> and the governefs ap- 
peared equally defirous with herfclf to avoid 
z tete-h'tite ', nor did fhe once name the 

« 

colonel^ or drop a fingk hint of the temple- 
fcene. 

Some few days after, when our heroine 
had recovered her ipirits, fhe repeated, as 
in the fulnefs of her heart fhe often did, how 
happily her time paffed with dear Mrs. 
Manfel : Fr^an, who heartily defpifed the 
poor creature, as fhe called the late gover- 
nefs, took occafion to throw out fomc very 
farcaftic and contemptuous refledions on her 
management of the young ladies* 

Anna anfwcred warmly, and perhaps 
pertly, that the Mifs Mcbnoths would have 

caufe 
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caufe fo regret the change as long as they 
lived i for that, during the eight years Mrs. 
Manfel refided at the Lodge, flic was, in per- 
fon and mind, one invariable example of the 
leflbns flic taught*. This .fpeech (with, I 
am afraid, rather a marked emphafis in 
fome partHcular parts of her eulogium) 
provoked mademoifelle, who, as: I have in- 
formed my reader, being married, fliall be 
no longer dignified with that title. — ^Ma- 
dame Frajan then retorted as fpitefiiUy as 
with the aid of malice and ill-will flie 
could 9 and, as. it was a caufe for which our 
heroine would have died, flie was not fpared 
in her turn j and the governefs, being very 
little more indebted to patience than to 
prudence, was fo enraged, that Anna was 
obliged to her heels, which prefervcd her 
from the fury of the, irritated Frajan. — 
Difappointed in her attempts to overtake 
her, flie flew to Mrs. Melmoth ; complained 
loudly of Anna's infolence; faid flie had 
hitherto had. the honour of fcrving ladies of 
the firft diftinction, who, thank heaven 
had ncvcr^takcn the liberties with her Ari- 

H 6 ha 
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m had done ; fhe would not on any tcnns 
put up with it ; and fhc muft beg Mrs- 
Melmoth would difcharge one of liiem. 

The lady found herfelf much embarrafled 
by this Fequifition of the govemefs,. d^li* 
vercd in a ftyk fhe by ao means approved j 
fhe loved her pet ; this was the firfl CM^ 
j)laint that had been made of her^ and fhe 
doubted much of the infotcnce imputed rx> 
a child who was remarkable for her eafy 
temper. 

Difmiffmg the complawiant, therefore,, 
for the prefenti Anna was. ordered to attend 
Mrs. Melmoth. She was extremely fur- 
prifcd^ when, inltead of the mild gentle 
girl, who had never offended a fingle crea- 
ture that IBe knew of„ fhe beheld an abfo- 
'kitefitde virago, fobbing v/ith paffion and 
gtowijqg with angeUx her face and neck in »' 
flame^ 

HeE bcnefadisefs began by fevetefy re- 
prehend iag her for: being iftfbfeni to Fra^ 
jan 'y but this agitated her fo much the more 
aa to render herefrom paffion and t-ears^ ttt^- 
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fntclligiblc,. fo tliat flic was di^iflcd in 
great anger. 

Cut to the foul at having, for the firft 
time, offended Mrs. Melmoth, Anna fciit 
in an hour after, and begged repeatedly to 
be admitted, fau? (he had too ferioirfly oC-* 
fended to be indulged. 

Mr. Melmoth, unfortunately for Anna, 
was gone to the county-affize, which ge- 
nerally kept him three days from the Lodge, 
and the colonel, having at laft received thfc 
welcome mandate from Lord Bury, was at 
his houfe. 

I^y Waldron found herlelf fo w^ell 
entertained in the fociety of this amiable 
perfonage, (he prevailed on him to fit down 
to picquet with her after dinner, when Ihc 
contrived to eafe him of a hundred pieces ; 
which, notwithftanding it infringed on one 
ijf his cftafeliftied rules, he paid with great 
politenefs and good humour > though I can- 
not but own, fome trifling manoeuvres in 
the lady's pky might have difcompofed 
any othet fet of features but thofe of the 
colonel ; yet he had dined with Lord Bury 

aodE 
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and Lady Waldron, and it was not in na-i 
ture to be out of temper in fuch company, 
and the lady had promifed to prelide at a 
fite he intended to give on his return to 
London :—thefe were circumftances Xo 
highly acceptable to his wiihes, it could not 
but have a very happy effeft on his ipirits, 
which was ftill vifible when he attended 
Mrs. Melmoth to breakfaft next morning. 
He heard from his fair hollefs, in her open 
communicative way, the fracas between 
Anna and Frajan, and, at tlie lame inftant, 
her furprife and dilpleafure at the paffion, 
or ftubborn Ipirit, Ihe did not know which 
to call it, of her protegee. 

Mrs. Melmoth was artlefs and undefign- 
ing in her own nature, and fo pliably dif- 
pofed toward the colonel, that all he faid 
bore the femblance of wifdom and juftice. 
Mr. Melmoth enforced refpeft by the ho- 
nour and probity of his dilpofition. Ma- 
dam Frajan was ready for any fcheme of 
iniquity. Now was the propitious mo- 
ment, now the time, if ever, for the colo- 
nel 
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ncl to fccure to himfclf the pofleflion of the 
charming objcft of all his wiilhcs. 

Hie fmikd. 

It was not a fmile of approbation. 

It was not a fmile of plcalurc. 

Neither could it be faid to be a finile of 
contempt. 

But die colonel could fmile^ and turn, 
and fmile again. 

Hc^had the art of making his features 
fpeak what, with great honour, his tongue 
might deny. 

The finile called up the colour of Mrs. 
Mclmoth into her cheeks. 

It' faid i 

*^ What, madam, is it only now you are 
*^ acquainted with this girl's illdifpofition?'* 
It faid more than that ; it called for an 
apology from Mrs. Melmoth for what her 
heart had always told her was the moft me- 
ritorious aft of her life, and obliged her to 
plead the dcftitute fituation of Anna, as 
well as her having been at that time child- 
lefs, as an excufe for what had been her 
boaft, 

A 



t6o A N N A. 

A fecond fmilc deprived her of the po^^ 
cr of advancir^ another fyllable in vindiea* 
tion of her own charity. 

An obftinate filence on the part of her 
gueft, till the brcakfaft-things were removed, 
threw htt into an agitation Ihe could not 
account for ; but the good colonel wias tt 
no fuch lofs J he knew' its fource as well as 
the means of improving it to his advSfi* 
tage. 

, A turn or two acrofs the room, in deep 
contemplation, heightened the folemnify 
of his vifage and addrefs, ^hen he, look- 
ing full at her, demanded, on her facred 
honour, how long fhe had known this 
girl?. 

Though aftonifhed both at the queftion 
and the manner of its being put, it was 
not poffible fhe could deviate from the ac- 
count he had already heard, as that accotfnt 
was ftriftly true. 

Her anfwer threw him into another fit 
of filence, aft'd then, wkhout farther cere- 
mony, he atcquainted her with the reafons 
iiffigned by the ladies of the family for not 

vifitin2 
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viliting her ; adding, that k was a faft im- 
plicitly believed all over the country, that 
Aana was her own natural daughter ; that 
the girl was fo infufFerably haughty and o- 
verbearing, it confirmed the general re- 
port ; and it was on that principle, and the 
fear of giving her offence, that Ihe was the 
laft who was informed of what the whole 
country rang of. 

Every attempt of mine to defcribe the 
furprife and diftrcfs of Mrs* Melttioth, at 
this mortifying flroke, would be totally ina- 
dequate to her feelings j I v/ill therefore beg 
my readers to make the cafe their own. It 
was with great pain that fhe fopported her- 
felf till her maid brought falts an4 water : 
her laces were cut j and a friendly fhpwer 
of tears a little relieving her, the firft ufe 
Ihe made of the returning power of fpeech 
was to direft Mr. Melmoth to be imme- 
diately fent for. 

This was not what our man of gallantry 
wanted. He ever declined altercations 
with men, particularly thofe of underftand- 
ing i he therefore took the liberty of pri- 
vately 
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vately countermanding Mrs. Mclmoth's or- 
ders> and begged (he would retire and com* ' 
pofe herfclfi and when Ihe was recovered, 
he would requeft to be admitted to her a* 
partmcnt. 

The moment the illnefs of her benefac- 
trefs reached the cars of Anna, Ihe ran to 
her in agony, and continued about her, re- 
gardlcfs of the prcfence of Colonel Gorget, 
whom, in her concern for her friend, Ihc 
entirely overlooked. She followed Mrs. 
Melmoth to her chamber, and lamented lb 
tenderly and 4b refpcftfuUy any thing (hould 
ail her, that ihe could not find in her 
heart to retain any difpleafure againft the 
poor girl, notwithftanding fuch a pro- 
voking interpretation of her motives for 
her partiality as that Ihe was juft informed 
of. 

The lively and grateful fenfations of out 
heroine were not unnoticed by the colonel, 
who, dreading the influence of fenfibility 
over the mind of Mrs. Melmoth, did not 
choofe to truft them long together ; but, as 
foon as any kind of regard to decency would 

permit 
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permit him, fcnt his rcqucft to be admitted ; 
the lady then, kiffing Anna, bade her retire, 
and the colonel entered. 

He began in very moving terms to in- 
veigh againft the ill*nature and fcandal of 
the world ;— that part of it, which could 
wreft fb laudable an a6l: into fb infamous a 
meaning, deferved annihilation. 

The injured lady faid Ihe would not iri- 
fult his judgment fo much as to enter into 
a vindication of her innocences jfhe was 
fure it would appear with fuch unqueftionju 
ble proofs as would cover her calumniators 
with (hame. 

He fufFered her to proceed m a mixture 
of grief and paflion till tears again relieved 
her fuU heart ; then, opening what he had 
farther to fay with the moft flaming pro- 
feflions of friendlhip and regard, vowing 
he had not himfelf a doubt but Ihe was as 
innocent as he knew her to be amiable, 
begged to obferve to her, fcandal was much 
eafier raifed than refuted ; it was likewife 
much eafier refuted than filenced ; while, 
therefore, the girl continued under het pro- 

tcftion. 
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tcftion, what had been believed would be 
remembered. 

" And what, fir," faid Mrs. Melmoth, 
eagerly interrupting him, " muft become 
" of the poor thing ?" 

*' What, madam," anfwered he gravely, 
** will become of her if you ftill keep hep? 
^^ you know beft ; but I advife you to corf- 
" fider whether your circumftances are fuch 
" as wiU provide for a girl you have fo im« 
properly educated i or, if they are, could 
you knowingly fix fuch an indelible ftain 
on your hulband's family as fufFering a 
*^ weak attachment to influence you to 
perfcvere in confirming the fhameful rc^ 
ports already circulated ? — ^Come, come, 
*' Mrs. Melmoth, you muft forgive mfc 
** if, for the fake of your children, youir 
" own fake, and that of the refpcftable 
family (I fpeak not in contempt of your 
own) into which yoti are marriedi I urge 
you to the only aft which can clear youk* 
•' charafter in the opinion of the worid ; 
*' for my own part, I frankly confe6 I look 
•' on myfclf, though ;iot of their blood, © 

^^ allied 
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f ' allied to the honour of the Melmoths.— 
?* You muft pofitivcly part with this 
•* girl." 

** Ah!" faid Mrs. Melmoth, weeping, 
*' ihc is the beft creature in the world. 
** What will become of her poor, poor, 
f girl! my heare bleeds for her.*'— ^' Oh, 
" Ihe would do very well. The parfon, 
♦' from whom Ihc was taken, would pro- 
*' vide more properly for her, by getting 
!^ her a fervice, than fhe could by keeping 
*' her in a charafter it was verj'^ unlikely flic 
<' would ever be able to fupport.'* 

In fliort, partly by hints that he fliould 
be eternally difobliged by her not adopting 
his opinion, and pirtly by his abfolute af- 
furance, on his honour, that the girl was 
wholly unworthy the kindncfs fliewn h^r, 
of which her treatment of the amiable 
Frajan, a perfon who certainly had been 
very much eflecmed by people of the firft 
diftinftion, was one of the many inftances 
' he knew, but did not choofe to repeat ; he 
at length prevailed on the gentlelt of fe- 
male hearts to be guilty of an adl of deli- 
berate 
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berate cruelty, by difcarding, ^thout atoy 
real provocation, from her favour and pro- 
tcftion, an innocent, unoffending, young 
creature, Ihe had adopted as her own child, 
without firft informing hcrfelf whether any 
other perfon would receive Jicr. 

Eager to carry his deep-laid .plan into 
execution through all delay or oppofition, 
" A propos^ madam," faid he, " the 
*' London ftagc pafTcs to-morrow morn- 
" ing ; — oblige me by exerting your refo- 
*' lution : — accept this facrifice to your hu- 
*' manity ," prcfenting a bank-note of twen* 
ty pounds ; — *' fee her no rnore as you va- 
** lue your own peace or my friendfhip. 
•* And here," continued the generous crea- 
ture, " I believe I have not yet paid my 
*' entrance into the good graces of my E- 
** liza ; do me the honour of prefenting 
*• her with what this will purchale in my 
*' name," putting into Mrs. Melmoth's 
hand another note of one hundred pounds. 

Gratitude, prudence, and that all-fubdu- 
ing argument, felf-intcreft, were too pow- 
erful to be refxftcd i— it overcame all far- 
ther 
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ihcr fcrupks:— Frajan was fummoned,--* 
She was dircdtcd to fend Anna away by the 
London ftagc; and, in fme, the pet was 
difcarded^ the orphan no longer protedted ! 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

jf Rencontre. 

With what a light heart and glad- 
dened countenance did Frajan fly to exe- 
cute her commiflion. " It cannot be !" 
laid the petrified Anna ; " it is not in the 
** nature of my dear bencfaftrefs to be (6 
*^ cruel. What ! turn me out of her 
*^ houfe> without fufFering the poor girl Ihc 
*^ has fo often and often prefTed to her 
** heart, to kifs her dear hand, to pray for 
** and to blcfs her for her goodnefs ! You 
arc furely diverting yourfelf, madam, by 
Iporting with my misfortunes.*' The 

unfeeling 
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unfeeling governed aiRired her over and 
over of the truth of her meflagc. She ad- 
vifed her as a friend to make the beft of the 
matter, pack up her trafh, and, fince go 
(he muft, fet off with a grace, that the 
fcrvants might not make their obferva- 
tions, 

*' Ah !" anfwered Anna, " how much 
'* at eafe muft that mind be, which, in fuch 
*' a moment, could be bialTed by fuch tri*- 
vial ideas ! Alas ! I think not of any 
thing but never feeing my dear Mrs. 
Melmoth more,— -of being for ever fe- 
parated from my fweet Eliza,— of no 
** more being permitted to hear from dear 
*^ Mr. Melmoth the inftruftions of wifdom, 
*' or to thank him for thofe he has already 
*' taught me- Do, dear mademoifelle, 
** beg for me! Alas! I have long ex- 
peded to go,— rbut not in fo very fudden, 
nor in fo difgraceful, a manner." 
*' Not I," anlwercd the Frenchwoman : 
I affure you. You think to whine Mrs. 
** Melmoth out of her relblution ; but the 
" colonel will take care of that." 

" It 
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It is then to his endeavours ^md yours," 
fcturned Anna, with fjpirit, " 1 owe the 
'^ lofs of my benefadtrcfs's favour; I wiH 
not, therefore, trouble you with any mef- 
fage to her ; but as to your aflbciate, you 
may tell him, it is poor fpite in fuch an 
old man, to perfecute a young girl 
*^ whofe offences towards him are her 
•^ ftrongeft claim to the favour of heaven, 
*' God reward you both, I have no felfifh 
*' regrets at leaving this place j none but 
*^ what arife from my grateful love to its 
*' owners. — Dear Ipot," continued fhe^ 
looking mournfully round her, *^ once the 
*^ hallowed retreat of peace, content, and 
^^ unanimity, the bright dwelling of vir- 
*^ tue, the feat of wifdom ! but now"-—* 
(darting a look of contempt into the guilty 
foul of Frajan) " you, madam, and Colo- 
^^ nel Gorget arc here ; — why need I dc*; 
^' fcribe the hateful reverie ?" 

It is not to be luppofed Frajan, whofc 

leaft virtue was patience, bore this keen 

reproach without retorting, which flie did 

with all the fpite and abufe in her power ; 

vox* u I and 
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and that, it muft be confefled, is faying 
a great deal. 

Anna, fuU ofher own concerns, heeded her 
not. She fet about packing up her trafh, as 
Frajan had not improperly called her wearing 
apparel : for fhe had grown fo very faft, and 
money was fo fcarce an article at the J-odge, 
that Ihe had, for the laft three or four years, 
been altering and cutting up one old thing 
to piece out another^ without having the de- 
ficiency fupplied by any thing new ; fo that, 
though Ihe was blefled with a perfon an4 
manner that ftamped the gentlewoman on 
her appearance let her drefs be what it 
would, her cloaths were but a forry recom- 
mendation to relpeft, and, bad as they were, 
Jefs ufeful than valuable ; fuch as Ihe had, 
however, Ihe put up in a fmall trunk of 
Mrs. Manfel's, and a fmaller bundle, and^ 
then, once more, made an effort to fee Mrs, 
Melmoth, by prevailing qn the footman 
to deliver an humble, but ardent, requelV to 
be indulged with one xnoment's audience 
after tea ; but the colonel, who ftirred not 
from the lady's fide the whole day, fruftra- 

tcd 
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ted her wifhes by fetting his negative on the 
meflage as foon as delivered. 

She was likewifc forbid feeing the chil- 
dren. Mademoifelle would not fufFer them 
-to be difturbed with her deceitful whim- 
pering. 

This, though meant as an aft of cruelty 
and mortification, was, in its effeft, the 
kindeft thing that could have happened ; 
for Anna fo doted on Eliza, the parting 
with her would have half broken her heart, ' 
without anlwering any purpofe but render- 
ing her unfit for her long journey. 

Such a fudcjen turn could not but fur- 
prife the fervants ; but, as every creature in 
the houfe (thofe only moft concerned ex- 
cepted) had heard, and, indeed, generally 
believed, the report fo long circulated re-r - 
Ipefting the confanguinity of Anna toMrs* 
-Melmoth, fo when, by the colonel's com- 
mand, the old valet communicated to them 
the injury that had been done their miftrefs, 
and affierned that as a reafon for the difcard-* 
ing our heroine, in order to clear the la- 
dy's charafter, which had been falfely af- 

I z perfed. 
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pcrfed, it* became a matter of courfe* 
They, however, were all filled with pity 
and regret at parting with her ; every fer- 
yant ia the houfe followed her with cordial 
lyifhes for her health and profperity. Jen- . 
hy, the nurfery-maid, who had been her's 
iS^hen fhe firft came to the Lodge, wept 
ever her, and promifed faithfully to fend 
Mrs. Manfel's letter the inftant it arrived. 
No choice was left her, otherwife her in- 
clinations would, have led her, as fhe pro- 
mifed, to Wules; but Mrs. Melmoth's 
commands were, that fhe jQiould go to Lon- 
don j and, as fhe had never yet difobeyed 
uny order of that lady, fhe did not choofc 
to do it now. 

At four o'clock in the morning the flagc 
flopped, by order, at the Lodge. 

Mrs. Melmoth, not then under the con- 
ftraint impofed by her artful guefl, got out 
of bed to take, in a peep through the cur- 
tain, a parting view of her pet; fhe faw 
her flow, reluftant, fleps followed by all 
the maids and fome of the men, wiping 
the fall-falling tears from her face, which, 

oa 
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f)n her reaching the ftage, was turned foil 
to her apartment, and then to the nurfery ; 
and, after a minute's paufe, in filentgriefi 
with an aft at once graceful and afFefting, 
flie extended her open hand to each, firfl: 
confecrating it with a kifs, then, making 
an eafy courtefy in return to the benediftions 
of the fervants, with a burfting heart flic 
afcended into the vehicle. 

Mrs, Melmoth's emotions were {o ftroits 
at the laft fight of a child flic had brought up> 
and her afFcftion, renewing, filled her with 
fuch regret at her departure, that flie rang 
for jier maid, in her firft agitation, to have 
Anna detained. Kitty, who, with her fel- 
low- fervants, was at the gate, not dircftiy 
hearing the bell, the ftage was far out of 
fight before flie attended her miftrefs, whom 
flie found in a fit of hyfterics, which ren- 
dered her unable to breakfalt below. 

Nor was flie the only perfon whofe reft 
was difturbed by a dcfirc to fee the laft of 
our heroine. 

Madame Frajan was too full of joy at 
this event not to delight her eyes with fo 

, I 3 ^ acceptable 
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acceptable a fight : but flie had another rea- 
fon, — fhe had thought proper to convert 
the twenty-pound note, given her for Anna, 
into ten guineas, which Ihe thought quite 
enough for fuch a brat, prudently finking 
the refnainder into her own purfe, as ftie 
muft certainly be a better judge how to ufe 
that fum than fuch an ignorant thing as An- 
na 5 but, however flie might reconcile the 
difcretion of the aft to her own mind, fhe 
was not quite fo eafy in her apprehenfions 
ofdeteftionj nor could fhe fecurely enjoy 
the fuccefs of her fraud till our heroine was 
out of fight when fhe returned to her re- 
pofe, and flcpt, according to cuflom, till 
ten o'clock. 

Colonel Gorget too — but let me nqt 
make a miflake ! his refl was not broken 
by his curiofity, for he aftually was too 
much overjoyed to take any : he told, in 
wakeful anxiety, the tedious hours as they 
pafl[cd, till the welcome one arrived, which, 
by removing Anna from Melmoth-Lodgc, 
carried her nearer the habitation he was fo 
kind ^stodefignfor hers not without e- 

motion. 
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motion, though of a difitrent nature, did 
he watch every graceful attitude of his un^ 
confcious charmer ; his heart throbbed with 
ungoverned extacy ; and, when the coach 
drove off, he pronounced himfelf the hap- 
pieft of men. 

The tears, which plentifully flowed from 
the eyes of our young traveller, at firfl: hin- 
dered her obferving her companions. They 
confifted of an aged farmer-looking man, 
a pretty young woman, his daughter, with 
whom he was returning from a vifit they 
had been making to fome near relations^ 
who lived thirty i^ miles beyond Melmoth- 
Lx)dge, to Epfom, where they refided, and 
the identical Dame Plunket ; the latter was 
grown a few years older it is true ; fbe was 
a good deal fatter; and fomewhat richer 
than when laft fhe travelled in company 
with our heroine ; but her malignant, bufy, 
cenforious, dilpofition ftill remained; and 
as her ill-will to 'Squire Melmoth's family 
was now encouraged by their being re- 
duced in their fortune, they were hardly out 
of fight of the houfe when fhe began to o- 

I 4 pen 
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pen with fuch coarfe and illiberal abulc of 
them, and fuch unintelligible, though dif- 
gufting, inferences, on fo fine a lady^s being 
returned to her original poverty, which, ac- 
cording to her account, was bad indeed, that 
Anna heard her with aftonifhment, not at firft 
knowing it was to her flie was Ipeaking, 

When, however, fhe did underftand the 
vulgar jargon was addrefled to herfelfi, and 
called to mind the woman whofe difagree- 
.able behaviour had made a lafting impref- 
fion on her memory, i^had a very different 
cffe(5t from what the notable dame expefted ; • 
for, inftead of mortifying, as fhe kindly in- 
tended, it exhilarated her Ipirits ; her pride 
(of which fhe had no inconfiderable fhare) 
was hurt, and, being roufed by infuks fhe 
could not have provoked, no longer fuffered 
the defpondency of her countenance to en- 
courage the attacks of her ill-conditioned 
fellow-traveller. 

The uncommon beauty of her perfbn, 
with the fweetnefs of her manners, preju- 
diced the old man and his daughter very 
much in her favour, which fbe improved by 

all 
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all the little attentions in her power, while 
fibe treated the malicious fliopkeeper with 
every mark of indifference and contempt. 

Enraged at fuch airs, Mrs. Plunket fneer^ 
ingly congratulated her on Mrs. Melmoth's 
acquifition of a friend who durft tell her her 
own. Every body, fhc faid, knew Colonel 
Gorget's vifit to Afhby- Grove would rout 
her out ot the Lodge, and fit it Ihould ! 
Mifs Caroline Afhby was a gentlewoman, 
and it was very hard fhe fhould give up to 
the Lord knows whom !— -Oh ! if the old 
*lquire could but look down and fee the 
doings, which were carrying on at Melmoth- 
Lodge, he would not refl in his grave ! 
Poor dear cre-ature, he little thought his 
cflate would be Ipent to fupport madams 
and baflards ! 

All that Anna could make out of this 

fine harangue was, that Colonel Gorget 

was her enemy, and that Mrs. Plunket was 

a friend to no one but herfelf^j but, as Ihe 

mofl heartily hated the former, and found 

h?erfelf much inclined to defpife the latter, 

it gave her little concern, 

I ^ They 
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They arrived, without any accident, aC 
the fecond night's ftagc ; when, to her great 
mortification, flie underftood fhe was the 
next day to lofe her friendly companions, 
and be left wholly to the fociety of Mrs* 
Plunket; her infuperable diflike to that 
notable dame rendered her extremely un- 
cafy; the young woman obferved it, and 
good-naturedly preffcd her to alight at 
Kew-bridge with them where their one- 
horfc chaife would meet them to crofs the 
country, and thence to Epfom, whence 
carriages .went every day to town. 

Anna endeavoured, in vdn, to realbn 
herfelf out of her prejudices j the more Ihe 
thought of it, the more fhe felt her heart 
ficken at the idea of proceeding on her 
journey to London with the difagreeable 
Aopkeeper, and, at length recoliefting Mr, 
Dalton was not apprizedof her coming, ac- 
cepted the offer made her by the good coun- 
try-folks. A man was procured to carry 
her luggage, and fhe accompanied her ho- 
iicft companions over Kew-bridge, and got 
to Epfom to dinner. 

The 
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The farmer was a widower in good cir- 
cumftances; his daughter managed his 
houfcj they were induftrious inoffen- 
live people ; cafy as to fituation, and mild 
in their tempers; they grew more plea- 
fed with their gucft the longer they knew 
her, and were importunate in their intrea- 
ties, as^Ae informed them her friends were 
unacquainted with her journey, to ftay with, 
them a few days before fhe proceeded to 
London. 

The open-hearted friendfliip and guile- 
iefs fincerity of thefe honeft people were 
too confonant with her own difpofition not 
to be very pleafmg to her. She accepted 
their invitation, and wrote to Mr. Dalton 
to inform him of her leaving the Lodge, 
and where fhe now was, but referred him to 
their meeting, which would be in a few 
days, for particulars. 

This was one of thofe incidents in hu- 
man life on which often fecretly depends 
, the good or evil of our days. It was to our 
heroine a particular intervention of that 
providence which, we hope and believe, 

I 6 makes 
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makes innocence its care ; an intervention 
that could be neither forefeen nor pre-con- 
certed, and which prefcrved her honour, if 
not her life. 

Perhaps the reader may fulpeft that 
Ibmething more than the honour of the 
Melmoth's family was Colonel Gorget's in-, 
ducement fo ftrenuoufly to urge the remo- 
val of Anna, and may luppote he might 
promife himfelf fome advantages from the 
diftrefs Mrs. Melmoth^s defertion would cx- 
pofe her to ; — he did more ; he took mea- 
fures which he flattered himfelf would put . 
it in his power to make good that lofs 
by being her protestor himfelf. Of one 
thing he was certain; no chara6ter of his, 
no reputation or honour he poffelled, could 
fufFer by that or any other ftep. He had 
written fome days back to prepare one of 
thofe horrid wretches>who make a traffic of 
female honour, to. entrap and guard the un- 
fulpicious girl when Ihe fhotild arrive in 
London ; and, the inftant he could be fiire 
of her pofitive difmiffion from the Lodge, 
he fcnt off his trufty fcrvant exprefs, with 

orders 
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©rdcrs for his agent to wait the arrival of 
the ftage, in a hackney-coach, before it 
reached Hyde-park Corner; flie was then 
to fay, Mr. Dalton not being at home, and 
Mrs. Dalton indifpofed, ihe was' come from 
them, in confequence of a letter received 
from Mrs. Melmoth, to condudt her to her 
friends. 

This fcheme would certainly have taken 
«ffeft, as Anna was not only a ftranger to 
the world, but to all kinds of fraud and 
double-dealing, had it not been for the ac- 
cident before related. 

When the ftage-coach paffed, it was ac- 
cordingly flopped, and Anna enquired 
for J happily Mrs. Plunket was too much 
enraged at the infolence of the faucy beg-, 
gar to anfwer any interrogatories ; fhe knew 
nothing of or about her, and, in a huff 
drawing up the blind, refiifcd to fay ano- 
ther word, leaving the enquirer to learn of 
the coachman what he knew, which was 
little enough ; all he could fay was, that he 
fet three paflengers down at Brentford, but 
who or what they were he could not tell, 

as 
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as he had driven the coach but from the laft 
change of horfes before they left him. 

The valet being within call, although he 
kept out of fight, was now confultcd : he 
was fure no perfon whatever fet off with 
Anna from Melmoth-Lodge j he faw her 
go himfelf, but, as he well knew his maf- 
tcr's heart was fet on the accomplifliment of 
his defign, they agreed to go on to Brent- 
ford, examining, without fiiccefs, every 
carriage that paffed* As they could gain 
no kind of information, the woman return- 
ed to town, and Walters went on with his 
ill news to his matter^ who was waiting in 
anxious expcftation to learn the fucccfe of 
his fchcme. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



A Curtain- Leliure^ 

When Anna left Melmoth-Lodge^ 
Colonel Gorget, joylefs and infipid as now 
appeared every thing there, afFeded to be 
in the beft humour and highell: fpirits in 
the world. Mrs. Melmoth's were as pro* 
portionably low. Indifpofed, and diflatif- 
fied with herfelt it required all his efforts 
to keep her up : he was attentive to every 
ook and word ; nothing could exceed the 
warmth of the friendlhip and efteem he pro- 
feffed for her j he romped with Eliza^ and 
her infant lifter came in for a Ihare of his 
carefles; to divert the too intenfe refledions 
of Mrs. Melmotli was no lefs his ftudy thaa 
his intereft. 

He could form no excufe for leaving the 
Lodge juft now i he did not, indeed, choofc 

to 



to ftir till the longed-for news came froni 
his agent in town j but he took occafion to 
alter his mind from a circumftance he did 
not forefee. 

When Mr. Melmoth returned from his 
little journey, he was moil gracioufly re- 
, ceived by his good friend the colonel ; and 
this particular civility was the more agreea- 
ble to him at that time, as he met a per* 
fon at the affize, who, having a large mort- 
gage on his eftate, had dropped fome ugly 
hints about foreclofure, which much mor- 
tified and hurt him ; and he juft refolved to 
open his mind to his zealous friend, not 
doubting but he would I'ejoice in an oppor- 
tunity to give him proofs of that good- will 
he fo, liberally profefled by advancing the 
money and taking the mortgage into his 
own hands. 

The fond father called for his chlldrca 
the inftant of his arrival ; and, pulling out 
of his pocket a beautiful drawing, laid, 
Mrs. Lafmayor, a lady who lived at the 
county town, begged Anna would copy it 
for her, 

« Alas r* 



A N N A. \%^ 

ff 

^^ Alas !'* anfwered Mrs. Melmoth, burft- 
ing into tears, " flie is not here, — fhe is 
*' gone,— I have fent her away !" 

Mr. Mclmoth, in the utmoft aftonifh- 
ment, demanded her meaning. Colonel 
Gorget, then (for the lady was unable) re- 
lated the whole affair ; but Mr. Melmoth*S 
generous heart, fo far from according with 
the colonel's opinion, recoiled frdm the 
prejudices he faw that good man wifhed to 
inlpire j he reproached his wife feverely, 
both for her want of feeling and judgmtnt, 
in parting with the lovely orphan they had 

4 

fo long patronifed, and brought up with 
luch care, who fo amply repaid them by her 
amiable difpofition and fine qualities. The 
ftory, repeated fo pompoufly by Colonel 
Gorget, had long reached him; he was 
told of it within a few months of its inven- 
tion J but, too generous to avenge the caufc 
of the guilty on the innocent, he took every 
other poffible method to convince thofe, 
whofe good opinion he valued, of its wife- 
hood and abfurdity ; but it had never Itruck 
-him, as it had done his worthy friend, that 

difcarding 
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difcarding the unoffending orphan cOuH o-- 
perate as a juftification of his wife's charac- 
ter. Perfeftly fatisfied with it himfelfi he « 
chofc not to difturb her peace by troubling 
her with the furmifes of others ; and, as to 
the quarrel with the French governels, he 
avowed the moft contemptible opinion of 
that lady, her abilities, and principles : in 
fliort, Mrs. Melmoth had never feen her 
hufband fo much hurt or dilpleafed with her 
before -, fhe pleaded the colonel's advice and 
afliftance in parting with Anna, and he, 
confequently, attempted to convince them 
both that he aftcd on principle j but thofe 
arguments, which the lady had found un- 
anfwerablc, appeared equally fallacious and 
ridiculous to her hufband -, he fwore never 
to forgive the inhumanity of the aft, and 
keenly upbraided his gucfl for urging Mrs. 
Melmoth to a flep that would, in the judg- 
ment of every humane being, be a reproach 
to her as long as fhe lived. 

This was a kind of freedom Colonel 
Gorget could by no means relifh ; but, as 
he knew how to turn every thing to his 

advantage^ 
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advantage, he immediately rccollcfted 
that a breach with Mr. Melmoth at this 
particular period was the moft convenient 
thing that could happen ; he vindicated his 
conduit with a mixture of acrimony and 
haughtinefs he was well aware would exaf- 
perate inftead of appeafing : his wilh was 
now to make matters worfe ; — ^his plan fuc- 
cecdedj — Mr. Melmoth, in the involur^- 
tary refentment of his generous heart, and 
in his compaflionate feelings for the poor 
orphan, forgot his mortgage, his poverty, 
_and his hopes ; he had even the imprudence 
to revert to fome circumftances in the life 
of the great man, which, as he chofe to con- 
lign them to oblivion himfelf, he cold never 
forgive Mr. Melmoth for remembering.— ^ 
His horfes were direftly ordered; and, 
though it was paft ten o'clock, he fet off, 
after profufely paying the fervants for the 
trouble he had given their mafter, to Mrs. 
Afliby's leaving his hofts, for the firft time 
in their lives, angry and diflatisfied with 
each othen 

The 
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The morning, with his wife's tears andt 
remonftrances, brought cooler thoughts to 
Mr. Melmoth; for, though he ftill con- 
tinucd his partial regrets for the fate of An- 
na, he began to be fenfible of his impoli- 
tic conduft towards a man who had it fo 
amply in his power, and, he had every rea- 
fon to conclude, in his inclination, to fcrvc 
him. Mrs. Melmoth, on her part, lamen- 
ted, wth fome little afperity, the fracas 
that had at once deprived them of the ad- 
vantages and hopes her fanguine ideas^ had 
brought to a certainty, and could not help 
inveighing bitterly againft that warmth in 
her hufband, excited by the intercft of a 
fcrfon who was nothing to him, to the pre- 
judice and, perhaps, ruin of his own chil- 
dren. He felt the fed conclufion of her 
argument, though he was felf-acquitted aa 
to that part of his condudi which had 
brought on him the diipleafure of the co- 
lonel ; neverthelefs, in compliance with the 
requeft of his wife, he rode over to Mrs. 
Alhby*s to make what fubmiffions his eir- 
cumftances, not his judgment, diftated. 

But 
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But his wifli to conciliate matters was en- 
tirely fruftrated -, the Machiavel he follow-^ 
cd was congratulating himfelf on his efcapc 
from the Lodge. He was but too happy at 
being furniihed, by the fimple honefty of 
Mr. Melmoth, with an excufe that would 
juftify him for breaking with people, who, 
building their airy caftles on fo flight a fa«> 
brie as his promiles, might have been fo 
impertinent as to charge him with ingrati- 
tude, as well as injuftice, when they found 
how wide apart promife and performance 
were -with fo great a man. 

He refufcd even to fee his late-efteemed 
friend; and Mrs. Afliby, nowjuftified in 
her fpleen, and gratified in her malice to- 
wards her fifter-in-law, failed not to pay 
her own court at the expence of her rela- 
tions; fcandal took the hinti Mrs. Mel- 
moth had loft Colonel Gorget's favour ow- 
ing to keeping her baftard at the lodge ; 
the mortgagee prefled for his money ; cre- 
ditors grew clamourous ; the now-diftreflcd 
Mr. Melmoth, urged by ncceflity, wrorc 

repeatedly 
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repeatedly to the callous colonel, and at laft 
his letters were returned unopened. 

It will not be wondered that, in fo unplea- 
fant a fituation, all thoughts of Anna were 
funk in their own difficulties i there remained 
for poor Mr. Melmoth but one alternative, 
either to give up his all, or leave the kingdom, 
which he and his family very precipitately 
did, firft difcharging, with every mark of 
contempt and difguft, the French governefs. 
While dicfe matters were tranfa6ting at 
the Lodge, Colonel Gorget was impatient- 
ly waiting the return of his fervant : but 
the difappointment of his hopes, and the 
pangs it gave him, began the punifhment 
due to his hypocrify at the inftant he pro- 
mifed himfelf the full enjoyment of his wilh ; 
he had been fo very careful to attend to the 
leaft minutiay and made fo fure of fiicceeding 
in his plan, that he could fcarcely credit his 
fervant's protcftations of the zeal and fide- 
Jity-with which both himfelf and ajSbciatc 
had executed their commiffion. 

After a thoufand queftions, and as many 
curfcs, he pretended urgent bufinefs s took 
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-Si very tender leave of Mrs. Afhby and 
Mifs Caroline, for whom he vowed eternal 
friendlhip, and fet out for London, flop- 
ping at every inn, where the ftage called, to 
trace the loft objedt of his defires. He 
found Walter's report confirmed at Brent- 
ford, where he loft her himfelf ^ but, not 
content thus to give up happinefs juft as he 
flattered himfelf it would be within his 
gra(p, he firft fet a watch about Dalton's 
houfe^ from which finding no Anna was 
there, he went perfonally to make enqui - 
ries ; and^ relying on the truth of Mrs, 
Melmoth's account of the manner in which 
Dalton had firft met her, he introduced him- 
felf by pretending fome knowledge of her 
parentage. — Nothing profpered with the 
poor colonel that tended to the deftrudion 
of our heroine ; the method he fixed on to 
gain intelligence was precifely the one leaft 
calculated to anfwer the purpofe, 

Mr, Dalton dreaded no event in the world 
fo much as a difcovery of Anna's family, 
fince that muft confequently lead to a fet— 
tl^meot he was every day more averfe to 

making. 
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making. He was nrach mortified by t3ic 
receipt of Anna's letter from Epfom, as he 
had hoped all trouble and expence, on 
her account, were ended > but that morti- 
fication was tranfient, as it was fucceeded 
hy enquiries he believed came fi'om a rela- 
tion, who would have more eafily traced her 
to the Lodge than he could do, either to 
where Ihe now was, or where he might with 
great eafe remove her. He, therefore, ab- 
folutely and refolutely denied knowing any 
thing of or about fuch a perfon 5 afliiming 
fuch an air of truth, that the colonel began 
io doubt his own judgment, and to con-» 
elude the girl was actually, as was reported, 
the daughter of Mrs, Melmoth jwhich, after 
continuing, for fome time, his watch in vain 
in Dalton's neighbourhood, he at laft be- 
lieved, and that flie had been conveyed, 
by order- of her mother, out of the road o£ 
inquiry* 
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CHAPTER XX. 



Another Journey. 



Jri.T this time two of Dalton's children 
lay ill in the fmall pox, an accident par- 
ticularly favourable to his views of con- 
cealing our heroine, as they knew not whe- 
ther flie had had that diftemper. 

When her letter (in which fhe told him 
of the neceffity fhe was under again to 
trouble him for an afylum, till fome mode 
could be fixed on to enable her to fupport 
herfelf) came to him, and tHat followed 
by inquiries after her that fiUcd him with 

idifmay, he wrote dircftly to inform her 
of the fituation of his family, defiring 
Jicr to remain where (he was for fome little 
time } generoufly adding to make fure of 

, her not coming to town that he would 
VOL. I. R pay 
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pay for her boards and promifing to fee 
her very foon. 

Three days after came to his houie^ in- 
clofed by the faithful Jenny, Mrs. Man- 
icl's anfwcr to Anna's letter. 

Guilty minds arc foon alarmed ; every 
thing that concerned his charge, was at this 
period particularly interefting to Dalton ; 
he was at no time rcftrained by a fenfe of 
honour; and now curioiity had felf-pre- 
fervation to aid it— the feals were cauti- 
oufly broken — and the contents filled him 
with fuch joy, that having as cautioufly 
re-fealed the packet, he went to Epfom 
for the purpofe of delivering it. 

His furprife was inexpreffible, at being 
there fliewn into a neat country, parlour, 
where a tall, elegant young creature, whofc 
looks and manners ftill more than her 
beauty commanded refpedt, foon recol- 
lefted him, and threw herfelf at his ket^ 
with the moft lively expreflions of grati- 
tude and afFeftion— He fdt an involun- 
tary kind of awe, accompanied with, a 
pang fomething refembjing coufcience, 

which 
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which choaked his utterance though I will 
not venture to fay it was that irrefiftiblc 
monitor; becaufe, if it were from that 
time to the period in which I now write, I 
do not believe it had difturbed him with 
a fecond vifit : however, he foon got the 
better of it, be it what it would, and con- 
gratulated Anna on her improvements, at 
the fame time obferving, how very lucky 
it was Ihe had been prevented going to 
London, as her beauty might have been 
ipoiled by the fmall pox, 

'* I am Ihoure," faid the good old far- 
mer " that would be a fad pity; God 
" blefs her, I would keep her for ever 
*^ firft." As Dalton found, to his great 
fatisfaftion, the honeft farmer would take 
no money for the time Anna had been 
there, he very earneftly offered it ; but the 
honeft creatures meant the friendfliip they ex- 
prefled, and fo far from accepting his money, 
begged Anna would remain v/ith them till all 
danger was over ; but the letter Mr. Dal- 
ton brought with him, put every other 

K 2 idea 
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idea out of her head; fhe was on the 
wing to obey its contents, which was as 
follows: 

" My DEAREST Child, 

" Your laft letter fills me with fuch 
apprehenfions for your fafety, that I fliall 
not reft till you are with me. > 

" I advife you, my dear Anna, to 
make Mrs. Melmoth the confident of the 
wicked Colonel's conduct ; fhe may, per- 
haps, have her reafons ;to avoid a breach 
with him, but 1 am fure her regard ta 
virtue and delicacy, as well a& her un- 
" doubted afieftion for ' you, will induce her 
to grant the requeft 1 make her this pofl 
of fufFering you to pay me a vifit : but my 
Anna, this is on a fuppofition, no other 
infult may have rendered it expedient 
for you to leave the Lodge, or that 
by the contrivance of fo bad a man 
<and woman, which 1 expeft, you 
may be fent from thence — if either of 
thofe Ihould be the cafe, God, I truft:, 
will preferve you, and enable you to 

' cotnc 
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come to me in fafcty; my fweet child, 
how dearly have I miffed you, and with 
what pleafure have I begun to decorate 
an apartment that fhall be your own. 

" Mr. Manfel, the tendereft of huf- 
bands, and moft worthy of men, bought 
a Piano Forte yefterday at Caermartheh 
for you; it has a good tone, and in re- 
pair i though the lady who had it was ib 
long in ill health before Ihe died, it has 
not lately been ufed: the woodbines and 
jeffamines in front of your little room 
rather darken it, as the cafements in this 
country are fmaU^ but they fhall be 
taught 'to grow in forms moft pleafing to 
the child of my heart. 

" How often have you contributed to 
my happineis ! come to me, my own 
Anna; it is only your fociety that is 
wanting to complete the felicity of your 
affedionate. 

And truly • 
Maternal friend, 
Maria Mansel." 

'' LLANDORE." 

K 3 Subjoined 
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Subjoined to the foregoing. 

" My dear miss, 

^* You muft forgive my joining Mrs. 
Manfel, in requeuing you wiU oblige us 
with your company, as foon as can be 
made agreeable to yourfelf; the Breck- 
nock ftage fets out from Lad Lane twice 
a week, from whence I will fetch you— • 
pray apprife me of the time. 

I am. 

With great regard, 

• Your humble fervanr> 

David Maksel." 

Mr. Dalton made a merit of confcnt* 
ing to the thing of all others moft: agree- 
able to himfelf. 

He promifed to enquire out the ftage, 
and examine the books, and when any 
female paflengers were going, to let her 
know. 

The honeft farmer infifted on her ftay 
with him tUl the day of her departure for 

Wales, 
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Wales, as fiie could not be received at 
her friend's without danger to herfelf. 

Mr. Dalton inquired into the ftate of 
her finances, and was rejoiced to hear 
they flood in no need of his afiiftance. 

The manner in which (he had been dif- 
mifled from the Lodge, very flightly 
claimed his attention j fo his end was an- 
fwered, it would have been new, indeed, 
for him to concern himfelf about the 
means — he returned to town full of enco- 
miums on his ward, but refolved to loofe 
no time in getting rid of her, which he 
had an immediate opportunity of doing. 

A clergyman's widow, w^ho received the 
annual bounty, was come from Wales to 
London, to get the apprentice fee for her 
daughter, who fhe bound to a mantua- 
maker, and happened to hit on a woman, 
who in confideration of Dalton's reli- 
gious principles, and profefled poverty, 
and being one of his hearers, very kindly 
accepted from him five pounds, being 
cxaftly one quarter of the futn he re- 
ceived firom the fund of the clergy, as an 

K 4 appren* 
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apprentice fee of his datighter- — Mt9^ 
Bowen, a widow, and mother of a largp 
family, had not worldly wifdom enough' 
to make fo good a bargain ; fhe paid the 
whole fum, got her penfion, wd was re- 
twning homej very tliankjful for the be- 
nefits fhe had received, when Dalton was 
on the look out for a proper opportunity 
of conveying Axuia to her friends. 

Mrs. Bowen, though in the ne?ct parifh^ 
to Ll^dore, lived five miks ftoa^ Mr. 
ManfcPs, but Ihe engaged ncverthekfi. 
to deliver her to Mrs. ManfeL 

The ftage left town the fecond day af. 
ter Dalton had been at Epfom, and Anna 
received the joyful lummons, oo the 
morning of that pleafing one on which 
Ihe was Inquired to be in^ town. 

The old former and his daughter would 
accompany her in his one-horfe chaifc; 
wd Mrs. Dalton, whofe curiofity was 
greatly raifed by her huiband'sr dcfcription 
of Aiwia, with her own, and Mrs. Bow* 
en's daughter, met them at the inn, where 
they fuppcd, and fpcnt the evening to- 
gether 
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gether in the grcateft harmony, as the 
farmer infiftcd on bearing- all the ex- 
pence. 

Mrs. Dalton parted with our heroine 
with many kind expreffions, and invit?ed 
her return when weary of Wales. — 
Our travellers reached the place of their 
deftination without any one incident worth 
relating. 

Mrs. Bowen found her . fon waiting for 
her with a fingle horfc, and borrowing a 
pillion at the inn, mounted Anna behind 
him — ^As this was the firft time (he had 
ever been on horfeback, her fears obliged 
her to go a very flow pace ; fo that al- 
though they left Brecknock, and had but 
ten Welch miles, which is not above 
eighteen Englifh, to go, it appeared the 
longeft journey flie had ever taken; and 
the craggy narrow roads, fometigies al- 
cending nearly perpendicular, at others 
frightening her with their fudden decli- 
vity, and the almoft barren mountains, 
which bore no traits of inhabitants, ex- 
ccpt the numerous flocks of fheep, con- 

K 5 tributed 
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tributed not a little to the tedioufhefi 
of the journey -, more efpeciatly as her 
conduftor underftood not her language-— 
It was eleven o'clock^ and the darknefs 
of the night, which was likewife wet,. 
had for the laft two or three hours taken 
from her the power of diftinguifliing ol>- 
jefts, when to her inexprelfihle joy, they 
reached Llandore. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

A worthy Parfon and a Welch Village. 

,M.R. Manfers family were retired to 
reft J he was in his ftudy himfelf, it being 
Saturday nighty and his wife, ufed to 
later hours than was known in that- peace- 
ful part of the globe, where all had been 
filent above an hour, was undreffing in 
her own apartment, when a loud holla at 
the door, where no thundering rap was ever 
heard, alarmed her ; flic opened her un- 
barred window and afked who called; 
but to defcribe the joyful extacies the 
good woman felt on hearing a well- 
known and beloved voice anfwer, " It 
^* is me, it is Anna/' is impofiiblc; the 
doors flew open, the heart and arms of 
Mrs. Manfel expanded to receive their 
welcome gueftj and, then, for the firfk 
time fince their fcparation, did Anna feel 
quite happy; fhe was now, flie thought, 
at home ; the rugged paths that had led 

K 6 to 
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to the bicflcd harcn'of friendlh^ were 
forgotten J no place could te barren or 
uncultivated where philanthropy . iived> 
and where benevolence thrived- 

When Mrs. Manfel fhewed her to the 
little apartment they hgd alloacd her^ 
contiguous to their own^ (he took poflef- 
fion of it with the fame heart-felt eafc and 
plcafure^ as if the moft induj^ent mother 
had given it her; a found and refrelhing^ 
fleep, unalloyed by care of iany kind,, 
fiicceeded the fatigumg * jonrney» from 
which Ihc'did not awake till noon next 
day. 

The good woman and her fon^ who 
Mrs. Manfel obliged to ftay the night, 
had b^en gone hours before Aaoia was 
fcnfible of the happinefs that awaited her ; 
the embrowned mount^u tops, the difa- 
greeable and almoft unfrequented roads Ihe 
had pafled, were yet in her mind, and 
Mrs. Manfel's woodbines and jcffamines 
fhe fet down as mere figures in rhetoric, 
impreflcd with thofe ideas when fhe ad- 
vanced to her window, and feafted her 

eyc^ 
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eyes with a fi^t of the moft beautiful 
valle/ nature ever formed, with not only 
the creepers Mrs. Manfel defcribed> but a 
ino& rofe tree, and a myrtle adually grow-^ 
ing into her room, (he could icarce credit 
her fenfes, or believe Ihe was not in fairy 
land. 

The fituation of the village of liandore 
is ^beautifully piftureique and romantic i 
it ftands in a fertile valley, through which 
runs the riVer Tave, whofc frequent, but 
harmkis. overflowings, give a richnefs and 
verdure more captivating to tJie eye, from 
the wild mountains which form, to ap- 
pearance, an inacceffible chain on each 
fide of the vale, irregulary intcriperfcd 
with various old ruins, the fad memento 
of the &ded glory and iunken dignity t£ 
the ancient inhabitants of Cambria. In 
the middle of a large green church-yard, 
ftood the church, and round it, in two fe- 
micircies, on the out^ of the wall, 
were the white-waflicd neat dwellings of 
the inhabitants, with here and there a 
bre^k for a better houfe than common, 

fuch 
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futh as the parfonagc, the dodor- s, law** 
yer's, cxcifcman's, and prefbytcrian par- 
fon*s. The river was fo divided above the 
village for the conveniency of working 
two mills at the other extremity, that a 
ftream of clear water ran on each fide at 
the back of the houfes> and joined a mile 
farther ; the green of their little orchards 
and gardens were beautifully contraftcd by 
the fnow-white appearance of the waHs 
which furrounded them. • Lime was.fo 
very cheap, and cleanlinefs in fuch high 
eftimation at Llandore, that the meanefl: 
hut vied in hue with the beft houfe there,, 
which was the parfonage. 

This was a comfortable dwelling, where 
neatnefs and convenience was fo judicioufly 
blended, it would be difficult, and, per- 
haps, impoffible to alter any part of it, 
without injury to one or the other of them j 
a flower garden reached from the front al- 
mofl to the veftry door -, at the back of it 
was a hanging kitchen -garden and orchard, 
the trees fo regularly planted, that from 
ail the windows, the river which ran at the 

bottom. 
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Attorn, and the hill on the other fide^ 
were fecn to the moft charming advan- 
tage. The living was worth fixtjr pounds 
a year; Mr. Manfel had a few acres of 
ground to his houfe, and he rented a few 
more, juft enough to fupply his family. 

Mrs. Manfellhave abeady defcribed; 
her hufband's charader may be told in a 
few words : he was a man of liberal edu- 
cation i the chearful praftifer of thofe di- 
vine and moral laws which he equally en- 
forced by precept and example; he bore 
himfelf, every part of his facrcd fonftion, 
with the honour of his mailer in view; 
he preached a plain, found doftrine, that 
all might underftand, and alT, if they 
pleafed, put in praftice. 

In the duties of religion he knew no 
diftinftion of perfons; in private life he 
was relpeftful, not fervile to his fuperi- 
ors, but affable and mild to his inferiors ; 
in his converfation he was at once fimple, 
elegant and polite, though ftrift in his 
own morals, he knew how to pity frail- 
ties 
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ties iQ others ; refigion was in him cfacaf* 

iyl and refpe^bable. 

He Hieyer faikd ib]/cmnly to ^moniih 

his flock in cafes of vicious excefs; 

but in the innocent diverfions of the 

country, he was one of the firft 5 the ibng^ 

the dance, or Chriil m^ gambol, wf^ in« 

compleat withbut the good redor* ' 

He was firmly attached to his wifi^ 
having the hi^elt opinion both of her 
heart and undejrft^ding, and was always 
in moft credit with hixnfcl^ when he anti- 
cipated her fentiments ; he was the Brael- 
ite in whom there was no guile ; and he 
had this very particular happineis^ he was 
a pcrfon of whom every body /poke welL 

On the oppofite fide, fronting the par- 
fonage, byt nearer the fummit of the 
jtnountain, at the dillance of one mile, 
diftinguifhed by the numerous white chini- 
nies which appeared to rife out of the very 
thick grove that furroundcd it, was Llan- 
dore Caftle, an ancient family manfion be- 
longing to Sir William Edwin, but now 
inliabited by Mr. Herbert, who having 

married 



._j 



ANN A. aoj 

married the favourite fitter of that Bare- 
net, was complimented by him with this 
place on account of its vicinity to fome 
large iron works of which Mr. Herbert 
was, in right of his wife, a principal pro- 
prieton 

The- view of this ancient building, 
which had. been for ages dignified with 
the name of caftle, and the grandeur as 
well as the beauty of the iurrouhding 
woods, reaching fi-om the fi*ont. down to 
the edge of the river, over which a regu- 
lar row of whife large ftones formed a 
c(Mivcment caufeway j and from the back 
up to the top of the mountain, was an en- 
chanting addition to the plcafant prolpeft 
from the parfonage; when our heroine 
had time to look round her, there was an 
air of content and freedom in the inha- 
bitants, a cleanlineis in the look of their 
houfts that charmed her, and the relpeft 
and veneration which the parifhioners bore 
their reftor, was extended to every part 
of his family. Mrs. Manfel, notwith- 
ftanding Ihe was unacquainted with their 

language 
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language was foon endeared to them on her 
own account. " I am not," faid ftie to 
Anna, (when, in (hewing her every part of 
the houfe, they came to a little clofet filled 
. with medicines of all khids) " ambitious of 
^^ the charaftcr of a Lady Bountiful, but 
" the poor people are here in general fb 
" ignorant, they frighten themfelves at the 
'^ idea of a doftor, as well on the account 
*^ of the expence, as the notion; that 
'* when the doftor is called in, death is 
not far diftanti fo that trifling medi- 
cines and dreffings are acquifitions to 
them, and of little expence to me -, and 
you will not fufpeft me of carrying my 
charity fo far as to look at their wounds 
when they have them, or expofing my 
own health to the danger of infedion : 
I am content with the theory, though 1 
can tell you 1 am in general fo fucccfs- 
ful in my prefcriptions, that my fame 
" is very much known, and my fkill as 
much depended on ; but I am particu- 
larly now, when to every other biefling 
*^ is added the company of my beloved 

"Anna* 
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'* AnAaj too fenfible of my happincfs, to 
'^ rifk, by any wilful aft of my own, a 

change. Too good to me, and too 

indulgent to all my hopes^, the Al- 
*^ mighty difpofer of my fate rendered 
*' me thankful to heaven — ^I muft now 
^^ expeft fome trials." 

^ch were Mrs. Manfel's fentiments, 
and fuch her conllant prafbice ; her open 
hand, her giving heart, never retreated 
from the cries of diftrefs; her charities 
-were extended with liberality and feeling, 
yet they were governed by prudence j the 
infant and aged poor were moft the ol>- 
jefts of her regard; and by her proper 
management, and having nourifhing things 
made at her own houfe, ihc contrived to 
compafs every benevolent purpofe at a 
trifling expencc. 

Formed under her eye, taught by her ex- 
ample, and impreffed with her ideas, the 
heart of her pupil ever beat in unifon with 
her own ; Anna became the cheaiful dif- 
penfer of charity ; her youth and viva- 
city made the learning the Welch- langnagc 

caly 
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eafy and ufeful ; fhe foon became the in« 
terprctaer of the poor to- her maternal 
friend, ai)d their intervals of time was 
filled by workj reading, or mufic, as in 
the happy days of Melmoth Lodge $ nor 
where they entirely deprived of the plea* 
fures of fociety, for the lawyer's lady, as 
well as thofe of the diflenting teacher, the 
doftor, and the excifeman, though too 
rude and uncultivated to give or receive, 
that delicate pleafure arifing from the in- 
tercourie of refined fentiments and polite 
manners, yet fpoke Englifh, and, Vith a 
few fubflancial freeholders, were never 
weary of teftifying their refpcift, and 
love for the reftor and his family, nor 
cycr fo happy a$ when they had the plea- 
fure of entertaining them, on thofe occa- 
fions the young people of the better fort 
were invited to join Anna, and a dance 
generally concluded the evening, in which 
the reftor frequently joined* 

The proteftion and kindnefs of Mrs. 
Manfcl was not more falutary to our 
heroine, than comfortable to herlelf; Ihc 
had indeed, whenever Mr. Manfcl \eas 

called 
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called from homc> found herfclf in a ter- 
Tible folitude j but fhe had now a tenderly 
beloved companion with whom Ihe could 
moft delightfully converfe, whofc tafte 
and fentiments exa^4y, correfponded with 
her own whole livdy difpofition, untainted 
with levity, diverted and amtifed, while the 
goodn^fs of her heart, and the fweetncfs of 
her temper, endeared her not only to her, 
but to the whole village. 

Mrs. Manfel had, from the favours of 
different families in which fhe had lived, 
a large flock of all kind of cloaths j fhe 
was happy now to put them to ufe, and 
applied herfelf to the transforming them 
for her dear Anna, whofe gratitude and 
pleafure, if we confider the efFeft new 
things have on young minds, may be fup- 
pofed very great"; but allowing for youth 
and pride all we may her fatisfaftion at 
receiving, was not nearly equal to that her 
friends felt in giving, conflant proofs of 
unbounded afFcftion. 

When Mrs. Manfel had finifhed equip- 
ing her, fhe prepared her for the acquaint- 
ance. 
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ancc of one lady, who, in that remote 
Ipot, ftie faid, would do honour to a 
court ; and having fent in the morning for 
permiffion, fhe took our heroine, after 
dinner, to vifit Mrs. Herbert at Llandore 
Caftle; in their way thither, the hifl-ory 
of the family they were going to vifit en- 
groffed their converfation. 

Mr. Herbert was a gentleman who could 
trace his pedigree nearly as long as his 
lady, which is faying a great deals he 
married her in her nineteenth year, when 
in the bloom of beauty -, flic was the toaft: 
of the country. 

Mr. Herbert was a jolly, handfome man, 
and at that time fuppofed to be fo dif- 
traftedly in love with Mifs Martha Ed - 
win, that if ftie had iiot confented to be 
united to him, he .^buld have deftroyed 
himfelf; he had ;^^lear eftate of two 
thoufand pounds a year, his lady's fortune 
was five thoufand pounds ; but the iron 
works, left her by her grandmothet, was a 
great addition to that fum, and Sir Wil- 
liam 
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Kam Edwin, her brother, gave them up 
the caftlc for their country refidencc. 

Mr. Herbert hated London ; they there- 
fore fpent their winters at Bath, where 
they had an elegant houfe. 

In the firft years of their marriage, they 
were bleffed with feveral children, two 
only of whom were now living, a fon, in 
his twenty firft year, compleating his ftu* 
dies at Oxford, being defigned for the bar, 
and a daughter of fevcnteen. 

Mrs, Herbert was not fo happy in her 
domeftic circle as fhc defcrved to be ; her 
hufband, from the moft Conftant and paf- 
fionate lover, and for a few years the 
kindeft of hufbands, thought proper to 
be weary of happinefs. 

His home grew infipid; his children, 
whdfe prattle was once his fupreme de-r. 
light, were now noifyj and his wife, whofe 
foul and body was the aflemblage of good- 
nefs and beauty, tired him with her fame* 
nefs and infipidity. 

Seduced by * the falfe. appearances of 
plcafure^n the diuipated company he kept 
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at Bath, at a period when prudent men 
give up their follies, his commenced, and 
his amiable, fenfible wife, had the anguifti 
of feeing herfelf deferted for, and infulted 
by, almoft every dcmirip who frequented 
the feat of gaiety ; but thofe indigencies 
coft liim very dear. They impaired his 
conftltution, and cmbarraffed his circum- 
ftances; air became neceffary for one, 
but he wanted refolution to apply himr 
felf to the ceconomy of the other. 

He retired to liandore, but for a time, 
vitiated habits are not to be conquered 
merely by a feclufion from company; 
from an intriguer in highi life, Mr. Her- 
bert condefcended to become a feducer of 
innocence in low, the maids at the caftle, 
in their turns, triumphed over their in-, 
jured miftrcfs; fomctimcs, indeed, the 
truant would return to a fenfe of duty, 
land, promife of amendment, but as thole fits 
t)f penitence were fure to be fucceeded 
by longer and more atrocious lapfes; 
they in time ceaicd to be the objeft of his 
lady*s wifhesi and at laft, after having 

been 
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been long miferable, rendered her refent- 
ful, flie, on his removing a maid (who 
waited on Mifs Herbert) publicly from 
her fervice into elegant lodgings, left his 
bed. 

Mn Herbert was too full of his new 
amour, to pay any regard to this aft of 
his wife 5 and his miftrefs being artful, 
handfome, and extravagant, retained her 
influence over him, to the entire ruin both 
of his peace and his fortune ; and fo much 
was he wrapped up in this woman, he 
could not bear an abfence of any length* 
At this period of my hiftory, he kept her 
in a hired houfe only fix miles from the 
caftle, where he conftantly vifited her, 
regardlefs of the ill-requited love, and 
mortified pride, of one of the moft ami- 
able women, whofe fine fenfe, and elegant 
perfon, were defpifed and neglefted^ yet 
confcioits worth and injured innocence 
infpired her with fortitude, and gave a 
dignity to her fufFerings, that interelted 
^very heart but of him whom it moft: 
concerned. 

VOL. I. L When 
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When bufinefs called Mn Herbert t6 
London, Nichols only accompanied him; 
but Mrs. and Mifs Herbert were of his 
party to Bath, where they fpent fix months 
out of the twelve. 

Mrs. Herbert thus forced to feek in the 
refources of her own mind a confolation 
denied her in the tendernefs of her huf- 
band, transferred her affeftion to her chil- 
dren i Ihe adored her fon, and doated on 
her daughter. 

Mifs Herbert was a lovely girl, whofc 
pleafing form was animated by a foul re-* 
plete with every fentiment of generofity, 
gentlenels, and good nature 5 fhe faw with 
unutterable forrow the afflidlion of her 
worthy mother, whom fhe loved with an 
enthufiaftic fondnefs: it was the ftudy of 
her life to blunt the keen edge of her pa- 
rent's woe by every aft of duty and un- 
remitting attention; her temper was- miW> 
forgiving ; fhe had the innocence of the 
dove, without an atom of gall in her 
fompofition. 

CHAP, 
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Viftts and Family PiSlureSn 

X O ladies X)f the turn I have defcribcd 
thofe of Llandore Caftle, it may be ima- 
gined the fettlement of a fenfible, well- bred 
woman, in the neighbourhood, was an ac- 
quifition. Mrs. Herbert, long fick of the 
unmeaning acquaintance with which the 
world abounds, received with pleafure to 
her friendfhip and confidence, the worthy 
Mrs. Manfel, nor was Mn Manfel lefs a fa- 
vourite with Mr. Herbert, who would not 
dine on Sunday without his benedidion, 
charging him, however, to keep clear of 
his preachments, a hint Mr. Manfel had 
too much real piety always to obfervc, 
though he had the for row to lec all argu- 
ments were inefFcftual, and remonftrancc 
unattended to by a man fo vitiated, that 
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he was above the difguife of a decent ap- 
pearance j indeed fo abhorrent to his 
principles was the life of Mr. Herbert, 
that nothing but the refpeft and compaf- 
fion he felt for the lady, would have pre- 
vailed on him to appear at their table. 

Mrs. Manfel was now doubly welcome 
^t Llandore on account of her young com- 
panion ; ihe was introduced as a near re- 
lation of Mr. Manfel's, whofe name, at 
their requeft, fhe went by ; for as fhe had 
• no natural right to that of Dalton, and as 
' her afluming it was rather an a£t of nccef- 
fity than choice, fhe readily changed it, 
not, however, till Mr. Dalton had given 
his permiflion, which was afked by Mrs. 
Manfel by letter. 

There was on a vifit at this time to 
Mifs Herbert, a daughter of Sir Wil- 
liam Edwin, Mifs Cecilia Edwin, who was 
jiot immediately quite fo gracious as her 
coufin with our heroine ; but time fo im- 
proved their acquaintance into mutual 
liking and regard, the young ladies and 
AxiM became infeparable^ and when a 
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iKort time after Mifs Edwin left Llandore, 
and Anna by that means was Mifs- Her- 
bert's only companion, her accomplifli- 
merits rendered her fociety as improving as 
it was pleafing, and the graces both of her 
mind and perfon, endeared her to Mrs. 
Herbert, as well as her daughter. The 
fymmer paffed imperceptibly, in one con- 
tinued fcene of tranquil happinefs, which . 
was a little interrupted in November, by 
the regret Anna felt at parting with her 
new friends, who at that time left Llan- 
dore. But though the refined pleafures of 
agreeable and polite converfation were, 
for the prefent, confined to the parfonage, 
the convivial feftival 6f Chriftmas was not 
paffed without its enjoyments; they paid 
and received the vifits of hofpitality, and. 
the inhabitants of the village made up in 
friendlhip, good humour, and a defire to 
pleafe, what they wanted in polltenefs, if^ 
indeed, a fincere wilh to render every 
kind office to thofe with whom we affoci- 
ate is not politenefs in its truelt fenfe. At 
Other times, when the bleak winds and 
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deep fnows, or more uncomfortable cold 
rains, made every trifling excurfion fatigu- 
ing and dangerous from the warm cheary 
dwelling fhe was bid to call her own, 
ftill the hours were marked with frefh en- 
joyments; reading, working, and draw- 
ing, were changed widi mufic ; Mr. Man- 
fcPs flute often accompanied the fweet 
pipe of our heroine ; their days were thofe 
of peace and happinefsj their nights 
bleflTed with reft and tranquility. 

Summer returned the valuable inha- 
bitants of Llandore j the fix months that 
had elapfed, had not been more favourable 
to the improvements of Anna's perfon 
than her mind ; her avidity after learning 
increafed with her opportunities ; and Mrs. 
Herbert was too fenfible of the benefit her 
daughter muft receive from fuch a com- 
panion, not to detain her, as often as pof- 
lible, at the caftle. In the courfe of the 
fummer, Mifs Herbert was ftrongly preC- 
fed to go to Dennis Place, and take Mi{s 
Manlel with her. Mifs Edwin aflTurcd her, 
her coufin, Lady Edwin was prepared to love 
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and admire her friend, and that fhe would 
be highly offended with both if they did 
not accept her invitation. The reftor and 
his lady were equally loth to part with 
their niece, as Anna was called; nor was 
Mrs. Herbert willing to be fcparated from 
her daughter, but yet Ihe was more loth 
to difobligc Cecilia, whofe repeated in- 
treaties at laft prevailed on her, and her*s 
on the Manfels, to let the young ladies go> 
Mrs. Manfel agreeing to fpend the time 
they were gone wholly with Mrs. Herbert 
at Uandore. "With many injunftions to 
take care of themfelves, and as many to 
write often. Mifs Herbert and our he- 
roine were fent off in the chariot attended 
by one fervant, and reached Dennis Place 
by their dinner hour, which was fix 
o'clock; they were received with open 
arms by Cecilia, and with great polite- 
nefs by the reft of the family, which con- 
fitted of Sir William, Lady Edwin, and 
Mils Winifred Edwin, a maiden fifter of 
the Baronet. The fon and heir of Den- 
nis Place was then on his travels; the 

L ^ open- 
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open-hearted hofpitalify that regained itr- 
this ipacious manfion, where the order, 
regularity, and cleanlinefs, could only be 
equalled by the plenty and liberality which 
was extended to all corners, was a fcene 
perfe6tly new to Anna. The mafly old 
plate, the large ftud of fine horfes, num- 
ber of fervants, with the magnificence of 
the furniture, and the elegance of their ta- 
ble, gave her ideas of opulence and gran- 
deur, to which flie was hitherto a ftranger, 
and impreffed on her mind a refpedt and 
wonder which every hour increafed. 

They were fhewn to feperate apartments, 
and had each an attendant configned to 
them ; a groom was likewife ordered to 
wait their commands with horfes, when- 
ever they chofe to ride, arid they had not 
been half an hour in the houfe before 
they found themielves perfeftly at home. 
' When they retired, Mifs Herbert afked 
her companion how fhe liked Dennis Place? 
it was impofliblc to diflike what exceeded 
all that Jhe had conceived of elegance and 
grandeur i " l(y'' faid Mifs Herbert, " yout 
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*'*arc not fleepy, I will give you fomc 
^^ anecdotes of this family, which will ac- 
*^ count for the fuperiority of their ap-^ 
*^ pearance over my mamma." 

This was very good, Anna told her, 
and fhe would venture to promife attention, 
if her obliging communication lafted the 
night; it was, indeed, gratifying a curi- 
ofity which arofe in her mind the moment 
fhe faw the very great difference of circum- 
ftances in the brother and fifter. 

" It is not," faid Mifs Herbert, " that 
*^ my mamma's firft fetting out in life, was 
*' inferior to her fortune or family, but 
^' my uncle's, which was fo fuperior, that 
^^ occafioned the immenfe diftance between 
*^ them in point of circumftances : Lady 
*^ Cecilia Edwin was one of the greatefl 
** fortunes in the principality ; ihe fell in 
*' love with my uncle at Worcefter mufic 
*^ meeting. The old Earl, her fatkr, 
having been very unfortunate in her 
twin brother, gave his fanftion to her 
choice, as foon as he found my uncle's 
^[ was the bcfl blood in oiu' country, as 
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•^ his was in his own; and at his death,' 
** his great eftate, as well as immenfe 
" pcrfonals, centered in Lady Edwin and 
*' her family. My coufin, Hugh, is as 
. '* handfome as his father, but I am afraid 
*^ not quite fo good; he is a year older 
" than my brother Charles; Cecilia, yoa 
*^ know, {he is a very amiable girl, and de- 
" fcrves the riches Ihe is entitled to ; mam- 
*^ ma fays, Lady Edwin is a noble fpirited 
^^ woman; fhc is certainly very good; 
** but I know not how it is, I always feel 
^^ more inclined to fear than love her; I 
** hope it is not a breach of the duty 1 
owe my father, but I aftually believe I 
love my uncle better than I do hrm:^^ 
if you knew how kind he is to my 
mamma, you would not wonder at my 
*' attachment — Never, indeed, in that re- 
'*' Ipeft was a happier woman; both Sir 
" William and Lady Edwin make her in- 
^^ tereft theirs ; and notwithftanding papa's 
^^ imprudence, they certainly intended Ceci- 
^' lia for my brother, but that is a {tcrtt : 
«' indeed Lady Edwin is (lowering her 
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*' mild • voice to a whifper) as family mad 
'^ as her father was; fhe would almoft 
*^ expire at the thought -of either of her 
'* children's marrying into one, whofe pe- 
^* digree did not reach as far as from 
^^ hence to Llandore." 

Anna could not help laughing at this 
innocent fally in her friend, who added, 
^^ yet mamma fays, the fined young man 
" in the world was loll by this nonfenfe:*' 
After fomc remarks on the hiftory fhe had 
communicated, they feparated, as Mifs 
Herbert lay with Cecilia — ^When they 
met in the morning, the (lately air of 
Lady Cecilia, the fenfe of her high rank, 
and the value Ihe fet on good blood, in 
all which, Anna knew herfelf to be very 
deficient, gave her precifely Patty Her- 
bert's ideas: Ihe felt much more inclined 
to fear than to love a pe'rfon who appeared 
to carry nothing about her in common 
with the reft of the world but her form, 
and that, graceful as it was, rather over- 
awed than pleafed — ^A filent, formal break- 
iaft gave place to an unintcrefting con- 
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verfation between Lady Cecilia and the 
maiden Mrs. Winifred, on a perfon of the 
name of Trevannion (who pretended to 
be a diftant relation to her ladyfhip's fa- 
mily) and having fallen into misfortunes, 
folicited relief— the roll was fetched, and 
the man (who was an artful beggar) exa- 
mined; the account he gave was fo lame, 
and as he was far from Ipeaking the lan- 
guage of the country, he was on the point 
of being configned to the difctpline of 
the fervants, when Lady Cecilia recol- 
lefting herfelf, folemnly afked if his name 
was really Trevannion? The man aflur- 
ing; her, trembling, it was — ^WeU, then, 
faid flie, majeilically turning from him, 
let him go; let his name be his protec- 
tion—this ' affair, which had been ex-* 
amined and treated with great folemnity, 
ended — the young ladies withdrew to 
laugh over the prejudices of high blood, 
and Lady Edwin retired to her chamber, 
attended by Mifs Winifred with the pe- 
cligrec* 

Lady 
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Lady Cecilia Edwin is _by this time, I 
am afraid, no favourite of my reader; I 
muft therefore, in juftice to her, enlarge 
on a charafter, not, I confcfs, introduced 
in the moft amiable colours, but which 
had fo many bright lines to let off this 
one dark ihade, that I am at a lofs with 
which to begin. 

Lady Cecilia Edwin was, as Mifs Her* 
bert informed Anna, the only daughter of 
the Earl of Trevannion, a nobleman fo 
ftridly attached to his country, that he 
never but once in his life left it, to vifit 
the court of London, and that was on the 
marriage of the .then Prince of Wales—- ♦ 
.He was defcendcd in a regular line from 
Llewellin, Prince of South Waies, and 
every marriage and intermarriage in his 
line of anceftry, were among the defcend- 
ants of fome or other of the ancient Cam- 
brian heroes— -This family pride defcend- 
cd to his daughter; but it was not the 
only thing flie derived from her father ; 
a firm undaunted mind, which flirunk not 
from its own forrows,^ while it diffufed 
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confolatinn and relief to thofe of other 
people; a benevolent (piritj a foul that 
fcorned an aft of meannefsj a princely 
rev/arder of merits a general benefaftor 
to the needy; difinterefted and generous; 
all thofe was the Earl of Trevannion, and 
all thefe was his daughter — ^A deviation 
from the pride of anceftry in his fon, had 
totally alienated his affeftions ; but in the 
difpofition of his fortune, he did not fuf- 
fer himfelf to be prejudiced by his anger; 
had Lord Trevannion lived, though ba- 
nifhcd from his father's love, he would 
have experienced his juftice. 

Sir William Edwin, fb happily, diftin* 
guifhed by the noble heircfs, was of an- 
cient, and nearly as^ honourable a family 
as the Trevannions; riches were tralh, 
acres dirt, to that one confi deration — it 
gave him the advadtage of Dukes, who 
were fuiters to Lady Cecilia, in the eyes 
of both father and daughter ; in thofe of 
the latter, a very fine perfon, was, per- 
haps, no fmall addition to the rclpcft due 
to his genealogy, 

. Lady 
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Lady Edwin was fo tenacious of her fa- 
tnily dignity, of which flic confidcrcd her- 
fclf the only fupport till her fon was eftab- 
liflied in the world ; that the value flie fct 
on her high birth, appeared to thofe wha 
did not pcrfeftly know her> to favour 
not a little of vanity and oftentation; 
and her charities, which were univerfal, 
feemed more the refult of pride than that 
i)lefled fpirit which taught her to feel for 
the wretched, who never applied to her 
in vain — grief and afflidtion from what- 
ever country it came, found in her the 
fource of comfort and relief; but in 
other matters, her fervants, her tradef- 
men, even her cattle muft be Welch; 
nay, fo attached was flie to the Cambrian 
flream in her veins, flie would, as flie of- 
ten declared, rather have chofen to marry 
her children to the peafant of her own wild 
hills, than to nobles of any other coun- 
try — on this principle it was, that Ihc 
confentcd to give her daughter to Charles 
Herbert; and on this principle Sir Wil- 
liam and herfelf had contrafted their fon 

to 
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to an only daughter of their next- neigh- 
bour, though Mifs TourbviUe had indeed 
other attraftions, being an heirefs in her 
own right to twelve hundred a year, and 
great perfonals, her parents both dying be- 
fore flie reached her teens — ^Her guardian^ 
who lived in Dorfetfliire, knowing the in- 
tended alliance, placed this young lady, at 
her own requeft, at the lame fchool with 
Mifs Edwin, between whom and her there 
exifted great friendfhip and affeftion — ^To 
finifh the charafter of Lady Edwin, I mult 
add, Ihe was a fond wife and a good mo- 
ther; very warm in her friendfhips, but 
vindidive in her refcntments, which were 
not eafily excited on any other occalion 
than an infult offered to her family. 

Sir William was, as I have faid, very 
handfome; he was perfedlly good hu- 
moured and friendly in his difpofition ; 
loved hunting above all things but his 
children ; his bottle next ; and forry I am 
to name. her, after fo many rivals, his lady 
laft : indeed his paflions were never greatly 

• 
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re- 



A N N"A. 12331 

refpc61:cd and fliewcd her the utmoft at-- 
tentlon on all occafions, leaving to her 
management her eftate as well as his own, 
calling on her for what money he chofc* 
to expend ; for, as ihe had brought him 
fuch a noble fortune, he thought it but 
juft, fhe fhould difpofe of it as fhe beft" 
liked — ^Her generofity rewarded his conr 
fidences his will was hers; and Mrs. 
Herbert's family Ihe confidered as her 
own — Sir William was very fond of his, 
fifterj he knew her hufband was impru- 
dent by her frequent applications to him- 
for money ; but had no fulpicion it was 
for fuch proftituted purpofes. 

He was by inheritance from father to* 
fon, knight of the fliire; and fo well was 
he beloved, that his name carried the 
numbers for the town and county where 
Dennis Place Itood — Though urged very 
much, he would not give up his feat for 
his own fhire, many, very many, felt the 
philanthropy of his foul. Though no 
perfon living (the prime minifter for the 

time 
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time being excepted,) ever found an eni^ 
my in Sir William Edwin^ he was a con- 
ftant railer at taxes ; not becaufe he paid 
them, but becaufe his friends didi the 
country party was furc of bim. 

While the tenants of every eftatc round 
him had their rents raifed, his grew affluent 
at their old prices; hence gratitude in- 
duced thofc who had leafes, and intereft 
thofe who had hot, to keep in perfect or- 
der and repair their feveral domains ; their 
ftock not being obliged to be parted 
with, at the requilition of a needy or 
cruel landlord, were numerous and thriv- 
ing, and the brow of contented, chearful 
induftry, graced the door of every farm 
and cottage on their eftate — ^Lady Edwin 
fettled her ftcward's accounts weekly ; no 
tradefman or artificer were fuffcred to 
Ifeave the houfe without prompt payment 
of their bills: their a<5ts of benevolence 
were no lefs well-timed than general, 
though from v the decent circumftances 
every poor or labouring pcrfon mult be 
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in who dwelt in the vicinity of fuch a houfe, 
calls of charity were very few. 

Mifs Winifred Edwin was, forcly againfl: 
her will, a maiden of forty j but though 
Ihe had found herfclf difappointed, in a 
deep-laid matrimonial fcheme, by the 
marriage of Mr. Manfel, who with great 
refpeft declined her offered hand, plead- 
ing his engagement, as his excufe for not 
accepting fo great an honour, was yet the 
beft-tempered creature breathing; her 
ill fuccefs, injuring neither her natural 
good humour, or putting her out of hopes 
of better luck another time : fhe was, as 
indeed all the Edwins were, of a moft 
friendly dilpofition, and never fo happy 
as when up to her cars in bufinefs; fo 
that Mils Winifred was employed, it 
mattered not in what. 

She was the arranger of all the love 
quarrels in the houfe ; the confidant of 
the maids, and on all occafions of falfe 
heart3 and broken vows, the terror of the 
men—She was fole miftrefs when Lady 
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Cecilia was in town^ and her right hand 
when in the country: as flie could tell 
off hand every blot on the anccftry of all 
the old families in the principality, hold- 
ing in infinite contempt, as upftarts, 
thofe who flie could trace their pare ntagc 
no farther than three or four hundred years : 
and as to people who had purchafed or ac- 
cidentally fettled in the neighbourhood, Ihc 
never recoUedled their names, or faw them, 
though (he was obliged to turn out of their 
way in the road. To oblige Lady Cecilia, 
Ihe at firft made genealogy her ftudy, and 
her proficiency as well as prejudices origi- 
nating with that lady, it is no wonder, on a 
theme in which they both delighted, fo 
much of their time was Ipent : the fubje<5t 
was as regularly ferved up as the brcakfaft^ 
Mils Cecilia Edwin was a fine, tall, 
brown girl, bred up at a capital boarding 
fchool in London, where, as flie never knew 
what it was to form a wifli for any thing 
money could purchafe, without having it 
immediately gratified ; the value of that 

article 
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article was the lafl: thing flie could pofli- 
bly learn. 

She was very deep read in heroic novels ; 
the governefs, indeed, did not allow thofe 
warm improvements in the minds of her 
young ladies, but as in the educating our 
females of rank, they much oftener meet 
with Madam Frajans than Mrs. Barlows, 
the teachers were not quite fo nice ; befides, 
it was impoflible to refufe young ladies any 
indulgence who were continually making 
them prefents, which the two deftincd 
Jifters always had it in their power to do. 

The fine feelings and fentiments, there- 
fore, of thofe heroines, who generally at 
the age of fifteen or fixteen, 

^* AH the turns of love's foft paffion know.''. 

and who preferred the gratification of that 
divine impulfe to any earthly thing were the 
favourite topics of Cecilia's converfation j 
and a journey to Scotland, with fome dear un- 
fortunate, her ambition. To keep her in 
credit with herfelf, it was neceflary Ihe 
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ihould be tniferable: her lively black 
eyes were taught to languifh; her bo- 
fom to heave the gentle figh ; the down- 
caft look and foft melancholy were af- 
fumed, in direft contradiftion to a ruddy 
animated completion, and a very fine 
flow of fpiritSi indeed, one difficulty, 
which it was cruel fhe fhould have to en- 
counter was, that of not having yet been 
addrefTed at all: and how can a young 
novelifl be wretched alone ? — ^A partner 
mufl be found for the pleafing mifery. 

In the circle of her acquaintance Ihc 
knew of none half fo amiable, fo attentive, 
fo accomplifhed, as her coufin Charles; 
and not having any fufpicion of her mo- 
ther's intention to form a union between 
them (as the fandion of her parents would 
have fpoiled the \diole matter) fhe gene- 
roufly determined be fhould be the hero 
of her adventures-^In the correfpondencc 
jQie carried on in a feries of original let- 
ters, with a few of her fweet young friends, 
ihe was indeed particularly frank and com^ 

municativc 
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inimicative, in her account of the rife and 
progrefs ^ of this amour ; relating diftrefs 
fhe was a ftranger to, circumftances that 
never happened, and vows of love which 
cxifted only in her own heated imagma- 
tion and profound reading. 

Few young men vifited at Dennis Place 
but were fet down by her as unhappy 
lovers; they were amiable; fhe could 
approve them as friends ; but, alas ! her 
heart was bound to one dear objeft, in 
bonds, which nothing but death could 
dilTolve. 

Our heroine was foon one of the confi- 
dants of Cecilia ; and Mifs Herbert not 
having had fo liberal an education, could 
not poflibly conceive a paflion fo well ex* 
prefled could be imaginary— She believed 
her brother tenderly beloved by Cecilia, 
but had fometimes a fecret doubt, whe- 
ther Ihe did not rather flatter her own 
wifties in her ideas of his return — ^He was 
to ipend the vacation there, and flic re* 
folved to be a clofc obfcrvcr; though a 

deU^ 
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delicate regard for the pride of her cott* 
fin, forbid her .dropping a hint of thofc 
doubts even to Anna, who, on her part, 
concluded Mn Charles Herbert and Cc- 
'<:ili^ Edwin to be a very faithful pair of 
iovers. 
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